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LENDING A HAND » Animal rescue groups helping 
efforts in areas devastated by Camp fire.   A3

WARRIORS’ QUANDARY » Golden State still looking 
for consistent presence at center position.   C1
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CHANGED LANDSCAPE: 
Climate change will affect 
Yellowstone greatly, 
disrupting animal 
habitats, experts say  / B1
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Shopper Patty Culmore, left, watches as Esmeralda Navarro raises multiple boxes of boots over her head at J.C. Penney in Santa Rosa on Thursday. 
Rainy weather didn’t keep shoppers from coming out.

Shoppers crowd stores
BARGAIN HUNTERS » Rain didn’t stop thousands from lining up outside 
retailers on Thanksgiving Day in Sonoma County in search of deals

Donald Trump

Trump 
makes 
call to 
troops 

PALM BEACH, Florida — 
President Donald Trump used a 
Thanksgiving Day call to troops 
deployed overseas to pat him-
self  on the back and air griev-
ances about the courts, trade 
and migrants heading to the 
U.S.-Mexico border.

Trump’s call, made from his 
opulent private Mar-a-Lago 
club, struck an unusually polit-
ical tone as he spoke with mem-
bers of  all five branches of  the 
military to wish them happy 
holidays.

“It’s a disgrace,” Trump said 
of  judges who have blocked his 
attempts to overhaul U.S. im-
migration law, as he linked his 
efforts to secure the border with 
military missions overseas.

Trump later threatened to 
close the U.S. border with Mex-
ico for an undisclosed period of  
time if  his administration deter-
mines Mexico has lost “control” 
on its side.

The call was a uniquely 
Trump blend of  boasting, pep-
pered questions and off-the-cuff 
observations as his comments 
veered from venting about 
slights to praising troops — “You 
really are our heroes,” he said 
— as club waiters worked to set 
Thanksgiving dinner tables on 
the outdoor terrace behind him. 
And it was yet another show of  
how Trump has dramatically 
transformed the presidency, 
erasing the traditional divisions 

A Thanksgiving rain show-
er wasn’t enough to oust 
Joanne Miller from her 

red folding chair at the front of  
the long line of  shoppers wait-
ing outside Santa Rosa’s Best 
Buy store. 

A self-proclaimed fan of  bar-
gains and tradition, she arrived 
at the Santa Rosa Avenue re-
tailer at 4:30 a.m. Twelve hours 
later, she had finished reading 
“Seven From Heaven,” a story 
of  septuplets, dined on Panda 
Express takeout and made a 
lot of  new friends. Finally, the 
store opened at 5 p.m. Thursday 
and it was time for her to get a 
jump on the Black Friday rush.

“This year is really fun,” said 

Miller, 66, of  Lake County, who 
has delighted in Thanksgiving 
and Black Friday shopping for 
12 years. “There’s no drama-
rama like there was in previous 
years. Last year, people came 
and put chairs out and left for 
the day.”

Miller was one of  thousands 
in Sonoma County searching 
for deals Thursday at stores 
opened on Thanksgiving Day 
for people who wanted to go out 
and shop for holiday gifts before 
today’s traditional start of  the 
holiday shopping season. When 
you count in-store and online 
sales, Black Friday is expected 
to be the busiest shopping day 
this year. 

At the J.C. Penney depart-

President rails against 
courts, migrants on 
Thanksgiving Day
By JILL COLVIN
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Customer Humberto Rodriguez, center, high-fives Best Buy employee 
Kevin Agil, right, as the doors open to the public in Santa Rosa on 
Thanksgiving evening.

Evacuees cope on sad holiday

CHICO — Patty Rough lost 
her Paradise home and most of  
her belongings in the Camp fire, 
and she had no place to cook a 
family meal on Thanksgiving.

But she and her husband are 
safe, and she was still able to 
spend the holiday with her chil-
dren over plates of  turkey, cran-

berry sauce and pie at a feast for 
thousands of  people put on by 
volunteers.

She’s sad about everything 
she lost but realizes that others 
have far less.

“Today we’re grateful; I don’t 
know about happy,” she said, 
tearing up as she sat next to her 
son and across from her daugh-
ter. “‘Happy’ Thanksgiving is 
kind of  a weird thing at the mo-
ment.”

Rough is among the thou-
sands of  people whose homes 
burned down when the deadly 
wildfire ripped through Para-

dise and surrounding communi-
ties. At least 84 people died, and 
more than 13,000 homes were 
destroyed.

The blaze was 95 percent con-
tained Thursday, two weeks 
after it began. Rain that fell 
Wednesday night and started 
again Thursday afternoon aided 
the firefight but complicated the 
search for human remains in 
the debris left by the blaze.

Wet, windy, cold conditions 
were making it hard for workers 
to see and move.

After Camp fire, people 
with no homes provided 
public, private meals
By KATHLEEN RONAYNE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TURN TO EVACUEES » PAGE A10 KATHLEEN RONAYNE / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Michael 
Reining, left, 
and Chelsea 
Meddings 
chop mint in 
preparation for 
a community 
Thanksgiving 
meal for Camp 
fire survivors.

INSIDE
Wildfires are 
making some 
California homes 
uninsurable / A9
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WASHINGTON — Before 
Saudi Arabia’s crown prince, 
Mohammed bin Salman, was 
implicated by the CIA in the 
killing of  Jamal Khashoggi, 
U.S. intelligence agencies were 
trying to solve a separate mys-
tery: Was the prince laying the 

groundwork for building an 
atomic bomb?

The heir to the Saudi throne, 
33, had been overseeing a ne-
gotiation with the Energy De-
partment and the State Depart-
ment to get the United States to 
sell designs for nuclear power 
plants to the kingdom. The deal 
was worth upward of  $80 billion, 
depending on how many plants 
Saudi Arabia decided to build.

But there is a hitch: Saudi 
Arabia insists on producing its 
own nuclear fuel, even though 
it could buy it more cheaply 
abroad, according to U.S. and 
Saudi officials familiar with the 
negotiations. That raised con-
cerns in Washington that the 
Saudis could divert their fuel 
into a covert weapons project — 
exactly what the United States 
and its allies feared Iran was 
doing before it reached the 2015 
nuclear accord, which President 
Donald Trump has since aban-
doned.

Prince Mohammed set off 
alarms when he declared earli-
er this year, in the midst of  the 
negotiation, that if  Iran, Saudi 
Arabia’s fiercest rival, “devel-
oped a nuclear bomb, we will 
follow suit as soon as possible.” 
His negotiators stirred more 
worries by telling the Trump ad-
ministration that Saudi Arabia 
would refuse to sign an agree-
ment that would allow United 
Nations inspectors to look any-
where in the country for signs 

Saudis seeking nuclear deal with US
NEGOTIATIONS » Analysts worry prince can’t be 
trusted not to build a bomb instead of power plants
By DAVID E. SANGER 
AND WILLIAM J. BROAD
NEW YORK TIMES


