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Man arrested in  
slaying of parents

VICTIMS

Photos by BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat

HORRIFIC CRIME: Sonoma County sheriff’s deputies investigate the fatal stabbing of two people Monday at 1220 Sexton Road, in the rural Twin Hills 
community outside Sebastopol. The bodies of married couple David Wilson, 66, and Adrianne Chapin, 60, were found at their home on Monday morning.

The grim discovery of  a husband and wife 
found stabbed to death in their home outside 
Sebastopol on Monday morning launched a 

massive manhunt across the North 
Coast that concluded seven hours 
later and 75 miles away in Mendoci-
no County with the arrest of  the 
lone suspect, the couple’s 34-year-
old son. 

Nathan Alexander Wilson, who 
friends said struggled with men-
tal health issues, was arrested in 
Ukiah on suspicion of  killing his 
parents, David Wilson, 66, and 
Adrianne Chapin, 60, Sonoma 
County sheriff’s officials said.

Wilson, who authorities said was spotted on his 
parents’ property Monday morning covered in 
blood, was apprehended after a person alerted au-
thorities at about 4:30 p.m. and reported seeing 

ONGOING INVESTIGATION: Sonoma County sheriff’s deputies 
stand outside the crime scene on Sexton Road near Sebastopol. To see 
more photos and a video with this story, go to pressdemocrat.com.

DOUBLE HOMICIDE NEAR SEBASTOPOL

Suspect, 34, found in Mendocino County after 7-hour search
By JULIE JOHNSON
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FDA targets 
inaccurate 

medical tests

WASHINGTON — Inaccurate 
and unreliable medical tests 
are prompting abortions, pro-
moting unnecessary surgeries, 
putting tens of  thousands of  
people on unneeded drugs and 
raising medical costs, the Food 
and Drug Administration has 
concluded.

Life-threatening diseases go 
undetected in some cases. In 
others, patients are treated for 
conditions they do not have.

“Patients have been demon-
strably harmed or may have 
been harmed by tests that did 
not meet FDA requirements,” 
federal investigators conclud-
ed in a report to Congress last 
week.

The findings come at a time 
when the use of  laboratory- 
developed tests is booming, the 
Obama administration is seek-
ing new regulatory powers and 
even Republicans in Congress 
are working on legislation to set 

By ROBERT PEAR
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FOR THE FLU: Influenza 
vaccines at Annadel Medical 
Group in Santa Rosa.

Vaccines 
urged as 
flu season 

sets in

With Thanksgiving only days 
away, Sonoma County public 
health officials are reminding 
local residents that the flu virus 
can spread as easily as holiday 
cheer.

“People are traveling a lot and 
also gathering together. It’s a 
great opportunity for transmis-
sion of  all manner of  viruses, 
including influenza,” said Kar-
en Holbrook, county deputy 
health officer.

Holbrook said it’s still early in 
the flu season, which typically 
begins in late October and ends 
in May, and there have been no 
cases of  severe flu illness re-
ported in the county.

Flu activity in Sonoma Coun-
ty doesn’t start ramping up until 
about 10 days after the Thanks-
giving holiday, said Dr. Jose Mo-
rales, chief  of  pediatrics at Kai-
ser Permanente in Santa Rosa. 
That’s how long the incubation 
period is after exposure to the 
virus, he said.

“It just takes one big event 
like everybody getting together, 
combined with the right time of  
year, which is wintertime,” Mo-
rales said. 

Morales said the flu virus 
thrives in cool environments, 
“migrating” from one cool place 
to the next. It is active in South 
America during our summer 
months, when it is cold there, 
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No severe local cases yet, 
but holiday gatherings 

increase transmission risk

El Niño could bring relief and catastrophe

A fog of  suffocating smoke settles over 
the Indonesian countryside, sickening 
hundreds of  thousands of  people and 
triggering an environmental crisis.

In Peru, officials abandon plans to host 
the lucrative Dakar Rally and prepare in-
stead for torrential rains and devastating 
floods.

And in Ethiopia, crops perish for lack 
of  seasonal rain as United Nations offi-

cials warn of  imminent famine.
Although many Californians hope 

forecasts of  a “Godzilla” El Niño will de-
liver drought-busting rains this winter, 
mention of  the mysterious climate phe-
nomenon inspires dread in much of  the 
world.

Its long-distance effects are so great 
that some researchers argue it doubles 
the risk of  war in much of  the Third 
World.

“It’s a spawner of  hazards every-
where,” said El Niño researcher Michael 
“Mickey” Glantz, director of  the Consor-
tium for Capacity Building at the Univer-
sity of  Colorado, Boulder.

“Some people like to say it has positive 
aspects, but generally speaking it’s doom 
and gloom,” said Glantz, who operates 

BINSAR BAKKARA / Associated Press

AIR-QUALITY CRISIS: Women are silhouetted against a 
skyline shrouded in haze from forest fires Oct. 22 in Medan, 
North Sumatra, Indonesia, where an absence of rain due to 
the El Niño pattern has increased destructive fires this year.

By MONTE MORIN
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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While Californians hope for easing  
of drought, much of globe braces 

against floods, famine and sickness


