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Climate change effects worsen

Storm 
helping 
to douse 
inferno

PARADISE — Rain was help-
ing to extinguish the deadly 
Camp fire Friday, but the mois-
ture also turned ash into thick 
paste and hindered the hunt for 
telltale fragments of  bone that 
could indicate a body.

Searchers resumed their grim 
task Friday afternoon after a 
downpour eased up in Paradise. 
They fanned out across the ruins 
of  a mobile home park shroud-
ed in heavy fog, some combing 
debris with rakes while others 
lifted up twisted metal to peer 
underneath or led dogs through 
the ash.

This particular park had al-
ready been searched by humans 
and dogs, as evidenced by or-
ange spray-paint markings left 
by search teams to indicate they 
have canvassed an area. But 
Craig Covey, who leads a search 
team from Southern Califor-
nia’s Orange County, said they 
were searching it again because 
it was the last known address of  
people who remained missing, 
many of  them elderly.

The searchers wore yellow 
rain slickers and hard hats to 
protect against falling branches 
as they quietly looked for clues 
that may indicate someone 
couldn’t get out, such as a car 
in the driveway or a wheelchair 
ramp. They looked not only for 
bone, but anything that could be 
a pile of  cremated ashes.

The nation’s deadliest wild-
fire in the past century has 
killed at least 84 people, and 
more than 560 are still unac-
counted for. Despite the inclem-
ent weather, more than 800 vol-
unteers searched for remains on 

Residents act to use own air quality monitors

When the Camp fire in Butte 
County blanketed Sonoma 
County and the greater Bay 
Area with hazardous smoke 
for two weeks, shutting down 
schools and forcing most ac-
tivities to shift indoors, people 

across the region turned to an 
unofficial online map to track 
air quality.

Populated with hyperlocal 
data from pollution sensors in-
stalled by residents or organiza-
tions, PurpleAir.com became an 
indispensable resource for peo-
ple wanting information about 
the smog obscuring blue skies. 

Sonoma County school officials 
even tapped the site to decide 
whether the air was too toxic to 
hold class.

The number of  local data 
points increased over the last 
several weeks as people — hun-
gry for data to confirm what 
their eyes saw — realized there 
weren’t sensors in their neigh-

borhoods. They included Cotati 
resident Sandra Knoy, who de-
cided to buy a $230 PurpleAir 
monitor and join the network. 

With asthma and two young 
children, Knoy said she wasn’t 
satisfied that readings in Santa 
Rosa and Sebastopol reflected 

Climate change is taking an 
increasing toll on the nation’s 
environment, health and econo-
my, and the damage will inten-
sify over the century without 
swift action to slash greenhouse 
gas emissions, according to a 
major scientific report released 

Friday by federal agencies.
The congressionally mandat-

ed report by 13 federal agencies, 
the first of  its kind under the 
Trump administration, found 
that climate change is already 
being felt in communities across 
the United States. It projects 
widespread and growing dev-
astation as increasing tempera-
tures, rising sea levels, wors-
ening wildfires, more intense 
storms and other cascading 
effects harm our ecosystems, in-
frastructure and society.

The assessment paints a dire 

picture of  the worsening effects 
of  global warming as nearly ev-
ery corner of  the country grows 
more at risk from extreme 
heat, more devastating storms, 
droughts and wildfires, waning 
snowpack and other threats 
to critical infrastructure, air 
quality, water supplies and vul-
nerable communities. By cen-
tury’s end, the report projects 
thousands of  additional deaths 
annually from worsening heat 
waves and air pollution, as well 
as declining crop yields and the 
loss of  key coral reef  and sea ice 

ecosystems.
Roughly $1 trillion in coastal 

real estate is threatened by ris-
ing sea levels, storm surges and 
high-tide flooding exacerbated 
by climate change, according to 
the report.

The report also warns of  eco-
nomic consequences of  inac-
tion. Without substantial global 
emissions reductions and local 
adaptation measures, the report 
says, “climate change is expect-
ed to cause growing losses to 
American infrastructure and 
property and impede the rate of  

economic growth over this cen-
tury.”

If  emissions continue to 
climb, economic losses will be in 
the hundreds of  billions annual-
ly in some sectors by the end of  
the century — “more than the 
current gross domestic product 
of  many U.S. states,” the report 
says.

The assessment found cli-
mate change already affecting 
California and the Southwest 
through extreme drought,  

Report warns of harm 
to Americans’ health, 
lives if US doesn’t act
By TONY BARBOZA
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Rain aids firefighters, 
but moisture hinders 
search in Paradise
By KATHLEEN RONAYNE
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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CAMP FIRE
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A PurpleAir dual laser air sensor is 
used to test air quality. 

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Jennifer Richardson, left, Zoe Brown, Katie Jo Brumbaugh and Sofia Brumbaugh cross McDonald Avenue, in Santa Rosa, Friday as they soak in the 
fall colors on a day with on- and off-showers.

Opting out of crowds
HOLIDAY SHOPPING » Many choose to spend Black Friday outside 
instead of in stores as REI gives workers day off to enjoy nature

Black Friday brought a 
storm of  consumer deals, 
but some Sonoma County 

residents opted to go outdoors 
in the rain instead.

 Lynn Weitzenberg and 
Maureen Middlebrook of  
Santa Rosa hike together every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
morning, and they didn’t let the 
early downpour or the allure 
of  cheap electronics interrupt 
their routine. On Friday, they 
chose Trione-Annadel State 
Park for their hourlong hike.

“With all the fires and all the 
people who have nothing, I’m 
not into shopping right now,” 
Weitzenberg said, adding that 
she never goes shopping on 
Black Friday. 

Alaina Frye also skipped the 
mall Friday morning and went 
to Annadel for a morning jog.

“Today’s my day off and I 
would much rather do leisurely 
activities that benefit me in a 
positive way,” she said. “And on-
line shopping is so much easier.”

One major retail chain got in 
on the act, too.

For the fourth year straight, 
outdoor equipment retailer REI 
closed stores nationwide on 
Black Friday, paying its employ-
ees to spend the day outside. 
Marc Abbruzzese, an REI store 
manager in Santa Rosa, said 
the chain’s decision to give 
employees the day off was about 
“sending a message that balance 
is important,” and encouraging 
people to go outdoors instead 

By ANDREW BEALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO OPTING OUT » PAGE A6

Alexis Geers of Santa Rosa, top right, free climbs at Vertex Climbing 
Center Friday in Santa Rosa. Many Sonoma County residents passed 
on Black Friday shopping for more leisurely activities.

INSIDE US trends show Black Friday bonanza isn’t what it used to be.  / B8


