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‘CASABLANCA’ PIANO SOLD: Upright from which 
Ingrid Bergman delivered one of  Hollywood’s 
unforgettable lines sells for $3.4 million  / A3
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SANDOVAL  
SAYS ADIOS TO SF

Giants infielder signs deal worth nearly $100 million with Boston Red Sox Sports

MUSIC TO SOOTHE 
DEMENTIA PATIENTS
Healdsburg students create 
playlists that evoke memories 
for struggling seniors Empire

Tear gas, unrest after 
no charges for officer

WHAT’S NEXT

 ■ Justice Department is conducting 
its own inquiry into the shooting of 
Michael Brown, which could lead to a 
federal criminal case against Ferguson, 
Mo., police officer Darren Wilson.

WHITNEY CURTIS / New York Times

Police officers stand guard as firefighters respond to a fire following the St. Louis County grand jury decision Monday in Ferguson, Mo. 
The grand jury brought no charges against police officer Darren Wilson in the fatal shooting of unarmed teenager Michael Brown.

CLAYTON, Mo. — A St. Louis County grand 
jury has brought no criminal charges against 
Darren Wilson, a white police officer who fa-
tally shot Michael Brown, an unarmed Af-
rican-American teenager, more than three 
months ago in nearby Ferguson.

The decision by the grand jury of  nine whites 
and three blacks was announced Monday night 
by the St. Louis County prosecutor, Robert Mc-
Culloch, at a news conference packed with re-
porters from around the world. The killing, on 
a residential street in Ferguson set off weeks of  
civil unrest — and a national debate — fueled 
by protesters’ outrage over what they called a 
pattern of  police brutality against young black 
men. McCulloch said Wilson faced charges 
ranging from first-degree murder to involun-
tary manslaughter.

Word of  the decision set off a new wave of  an-
ger among hundreds who gathered outside the 

After months of  tension, marches and spo-
radic violence, and following the unbearable 
anxiety of  waiting in the past few days, there 
was a surreal pause a little past 8 p.m. local 
time Monday on the streets of  Michael Brown’s 
hometown of  Ferguson, Mo.

Hundreds of  protesters blocking the street 
were as solemn and quiet as the officers in a 
long line behind a barricade.

Inside a car parked with a masked man be-
hind the wheel, someone turned up the radio 
so the crowd could hear the prosecutor’s news 
conference.

The prosecutor’s voice droned. The crowd 
leaned in to hear.

And then — pandemonium.
“It’s legal to kill unarmed black men in 

America!” shouted a man with a gas mask, 
known as T. Dubb.

A portion of  the crowd peeled off and sprint-

CRISTINA FLETES-BOUTTE / St. Louis Post-Dispatch

St. Louis County Prosecutor 
Robert McCulloch announces the 
grand jury’s decision Monday at 
the Buzz Westfall Justice Center 
in Clayton, Mo.

MISSOURI GRAND JURY

No criminal charges 
in killing of unarmed 
Ferguson teenager 

Protests nationwide 
follow months of 

 tension over shooting
By MONICA DAVEY, JULIE BOSMAN  

and JOHN ELIGON
NEW YORK TIMES

By DAVID MONTGOMERY 
and WESLEY LOWERY
WASHINGTON POST
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Brown taps Obama lawyer for court post

Jerry Brown may be the oldest gov-
ernor in California history, but he 
clearly prefers a much younger state 
Supreme Court.

Defying convention again in his 
picks for the state’s highest court, 
Brown on Monday tapped 38-year-old 
top Obama administration lawyer 

Leondra Kruger to a vacancy that has 
been lingering on the Supreme Court 
since early this year.

Most recently a deputy U.S. attorney 
general, Kruger would be the state Su-
preme Court’s first African-American 
justice since former Justice Janice 
Rogers Brown moved to a federal ap-
peals court in 2005.

Kruger, a rising legal star already 
mentioned as a federal appeals court 
and future U.S. Supreme Court pros-
pect, replaces 73-year-old Justice 
Joyce Kennard, who retired in April.

The addition of  Kruger to a once-ag-

ing state Supreme Court represents 
an unprecedented youth movement — 
in addition to being the youngest jus-
tice in memory, Kruger joins Brown’s 
two other picks, Mariano-Florentino 
Cuéllar, 42, and Goodwin Liu, 44, in 
bringing down the court’s average age 
by decades.

“(The governor’s) recent appoint-
ments to the California Supreme 
Court reflects a realization in Sacra-
mento of  something made decades 
ago in D.C. in connection with the U.S. 
Supreme Court,” said Shaun Martin, 

Pick would keep female majority, 
lower average age on state bench 

By HOWARD MINTZ
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS
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Leondra  
Kruger
Attorney, 38, has 
been a deputy in 
the U.S. Justice 
Department

Stream 
buffer 
zones  

approved

Sonoma County supervisors 
Monday adopted a hard-won 
compromise between farmers 
and environmental groups, ad-
vancing protective buffer zones 
along 3,200 miles of  streams and 
rivers in the county.

 “This is a historic day,” Board 
Chairman David Rabbitt said. 
“It wasn’t easy to get here.”

Supervisors unanimously 
approved the measure shield-
ing 82,000 acres of  land outside 
city limits, most of  it on private 
property, from future farming 
and development. 

The decision followed a four-
hour public hearing, where 
25 speakers from a stand-
ing-room-only crowd called the 
once-controversial policy now 
workable. 

“This has been a long pro-
cess,” said Bob Anderson, exec-
utive director for United Wine-
growers for Sonoma County, 
who has been heavily involved 
in negotiating new rules. “It is 
pretty amazing in this county to 
have all interests singing from 
the same sheet of  music.”

 Officials said the buffer zones 
along waterways throughout 
the county will provide critical 
ecosystem functions, including 
groundwater recharge, water 
quality, river bank stability and 
habitat for imperiled fish spe-
cies.

Most of  the speakers were in 
favor of  the proposal and ap-
plauded the compromise. The 
new rules were first approved 
under the county’s general plan, 

County supervisors adopt 
protections for 3,200 miles 

of waterways 

By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Flight path 
changes 

at county  
airport

Windsor and Healdsburg res-
idents may not have noticed it 
much yet, but the skies over 
their homes may already ap-
pear to be a little less busy with 
planes coming in for a landing 
at the Charles M. Schulz-Sono-
ma County Airport.

A new flight path that took 
effect 12 days ago shifts the ma-
jority of  commercial and corpo-
rate aircraft away from Windsor 
and Healdsburg in an attempt to 
reduce complaints about noisy 
or low-flying air traffic into the 
airport.

“It’s still pretty new,” said Jon 
Stout, the airport manager. “I’m 
not sure most people are aware 
of  it yet.” 

The new landing approach, 
which went into effect Nov. 13, 
will be one of  the topics at a 
Windsor Town Hall meeting to-
night from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. host-
ed by north county Supervisor 
Mike McGuire. The meeting is 
part of  the culmination of  a $55 
million, yearlong construction 
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By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT


