UP, UP AND AWAY » Casa Grande High School gets
drone to teach students about technology. A3

MUSIC FOR THE SEASON » Get into holiday spirit

with classical performances in Wine Country. D1
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BEFORE BLACK FRIDAY » SHOPPING BEGINS

Thanksgiving deals
bring crowds to stores

Paul Ryan

Battle
brewing
over plan
changes
MEDICARE » Seniors
‘scared to death’ of
House GOP proposals
By ROBERT PEAR
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — Donald
Trump once declared that
campaigning for “substantial”
changes to Medicare would be a
political death wish.
But with Election Day behind
them, emboldened House Republicans say they will move
forward on a years-old effort
to shift Medicare away from its
open-ended commitment to pay
for medical services and toward
a fixed government contribution
for each beneficiary.
The idea rarely came up
during Trump’s march toward
the White House, but a battle
over the future of Medicare
could roil Washington during
his first year in office, whether
he wants it or not.
“Let me say unequivocally to
you now: I have fought to protect Medicare for this generation and for future generations,”
Sen. Joe Donnelly of Indiana, a
Democrat running for re-election in 2018, said this week in a
video message to constituents.
“I have opposed efforts to privatize Medicare in the past, and
I will oppose any effort to privatize Medicare or turn it into a
voucher program in the future.”
For nearly six years, Speaker Paul Ryan has championed
the new approach, denounced
by Democrats as “voucherizing” Medicare. Rep. Tom Price
of Georgia, the House Budget
Committee chairman and a
leading candidate to be Trump’s
secretary of health and human
services, has also embraced the
idea, known as premium support.
And Democrats are relishing
the fight and preparing to defend the program, which was
created in 1965 as part of Lyndon B. Johnson’s Great Society. They believe that if Trump
chooses to do battle over Medicare, he would squander political capital, as President George
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JCPenney employee Amy Camacho, left, rings up clothing for Yesinia Espinoza at the store in Santa Rosa on Thursday.

New family tradition for some — waiting in line, grabbing hot bargains
ONLINE

By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

B

y the time the JCPenney
at Coddingtown Mall
opened at 3 p.m. Thursday, lines of eager shoppers
hundreds strong were gathered
outside two separate entrances,
waiting their chance to score
a good deal at the department
store on Thanksgiving Day.
Ushering in the start of
chaotic holiday shopping even
before many families started
carving turkey, the Santa
Rosa store attracted throngs
of people this year by giving
early customers coupons of
$10, $100 or even $500 off their
purchases.
JCPenney planned to
hand out some 2,500 of those
coupons on Thanksgiving and
about 1,500 at 6 a.m. today, according to store manager Mike
Gobble, who estimated at least

See photos and a video of holiday
shoppers at pressdemocrat.com
1,000 people lined up at opening
time.
At the Sephora inside
JCPenney, 15-year old Santa
Rosa resident Ahtziri Magana
was looking for mascara and
also had shoes and clothes on
her shopping list for the day.
She received a $10 coupon after
she showed up right at 3 p.m.,
she said.
“On Thanksgiving, I usually
spend the day with my family, but today we decided to
start shopping a little earlier,
because the stores opened earlier and there’s better deals,”
Magana said.
One of multiple national
chains that have expanded
their Black Friday sales into
the holiday one day earlier,
JCPenney remained open

Beant Kaur, center, and her husband, Sukhwinder Singh, shop at
JCPenney for a wedding ring for their future sister-in-law.
throughout Thanksgiving
night and will not close until
10 p.m. today.
Gobble said nearly every
store associate was happy to
work over the marathon hours,

the inconvenience of which
was allayed with double-time
pay and a feast for employees.
“We try to make it as fun
TURN TO SHOPPING » PAGE A2

TURN TO MEDICARE » PAGE A13

As Trump’s inauguration nears,
conservationists feel new urgency
By WILLIAM YARDLEY

CABINET FILLS OUT

LOS ANGELES TIMES

Billionaire investor Wilbur Ross
expected to be named commerce
secretary / B1

The West’s most powerful
water managers held an emergency conference call on the
morning before Thanksgiving
to consider the same question
people across the country are
asking: What will the election
of Donald Trump mean for the
issues they care about?
The group desperately wants
to formalize new measures that
will reduce how much water
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Southwestern states take from
the Colorado River and ease
pressure on the nation’s largest
reservoir, the drought-stricken,
rapidly shrinking Lake Mead.
The water managers want to get
it done while the federal officials
they have been working with for
years, many of whom are polit-
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ical appointees, still have their
jobs.
“What we’re driven by is not
ideology or what can or should
be done by the Obama administration versus what the Trump
administration might do,” said
Ted Cooke, general manager
for the Central Arizona Project,
one of the West’s largest water
agencies. Cooke participated in
the call along with Mike Connor,
the deputy secretary of the InTURN TO WATER » PAGE A13
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Faced with a water shortage, federal authorities will, for the first time,
reduce the amount of water that flows into Lake Mead.

FOOTBALL PLAYOFF PREVIEW: Columnist
Kerry Benefield takes a look at the Empire
teams still in contention for a title / C1

SANTA ROSA
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An Old-Fashioned Christmas
Santa Arrives By Fire Truck at 2 & Tree-Lighting at 4
Saturday, November 26th
Celebrate the Holiday Season in the Charming Village of Duncans Mills.
Visit over 20 Shops for Gift Giving Ideas. Enjoy Wine Tasting,
Music, Food & Good Cheer. 865-1318
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