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GOVERNORS SAY DISASTERS A TOP PRIORITY:  
After wildfires and hurricanes, handling 
emergencies is on state leaders’ minds / B1
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Faith playing key role 
for many fire survivors

BETH SCHLANKER /  THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

FAITH REINFORCED: Kim van der Linden clasps her hands in prayer as she attends a Sunday service Nov. 18 with City Alliance Church members at the Steele Lane 
Community Center in Santa Rosa. In the aftermath of last year’s wildfires, faith, in different forms, has played a vital role in helping survivors to rebuild their lives. 

On a recent visit to an evacuation 
center in Chico, Christian pastors 
Jon Maves and Billy Andre saw 

familiar despair in the eyes of  those who 
fled from the Camp fire’s deadly flames.

Maves and Andre, Santa Rosa resi-
dents who both lost homes in the Tubbs 
wildfire in October 2017, resisted sharing 
their own stories. The destruction, the 
loss, the grief  in Butte County was so 
monumental, all they could do was listen.

After a year of  struggles that tested 
their faith, the two religious men had 
much to share and teach. But they knew 

it wasn’t the right time. People were 
confused, in a state of  shock.

“I really just listened to people,” said 
Andre, pastor at The Bridge church in 
Santa Rosa, which also was destroyed by 
the Tubbs fire.

“I felt like sometimes, the church can 
be too quick to rush to hope, telling peo-
ple, ‘Hey, we’re all going to get through 
this,’ ” he said. “Sometimes, we don’t al-
low people to simply grieve and mourn.”

For many faithful, cataclysmic events 
like the Camp and Tubbs fires — the two 
most destructive wildfires in California 
history — often challenge their belief  in 

REBUILD NORTH BAY
Many survivors found their faith 
supported within the community 
as they recover from the fires / H1
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Religious community finding beacon in belief after fires 
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Jon 
Maves
“For me, it was 
a season of 
anticipation and 
excitement. But 
the fire destroyed 
my life,” says the 
Santa Rosa pastor.

Feds’ cash infusion may boost SR fire relief

Santa Rosa expects to receive 
$38.5 million in federal disaster 
relief  money so much-needed 
apartments can be built in the 
city, already mired in a housing 
crisis aggravated by the devas-
tating 2017 wildfire.

The funds would come from 
$124 million the U.S. Department 
of  Housing and Urban Develop-
ment set aside in April for sec-
tions of  California where fires 
last year destroyed thousands 

of  houses and apartments. State 
housing and community devel-
opment officials have the task 
of  doling out the money when it 
becomes available in February. 

State housing and communi-
ty development officials have 
included the housing money for 
Santa Rosa in a draft plan. They 
face a Dec. 18 deadline to finalize 
how to allocate all of  the federal 
aid. More than 3,000 homes in 
the city were destroyed in the 
historic Tubbs fire in October 
of  last year, and at least an addi-
tional 2,300 homes were burned 
across Sonoma County.

“This funding puts the Santa 
Rosa community in very good 
position for vital community 
projects,” said Efren Carril-

lo, the director of  government 
and community relations for 
Burbank Housing and a former 
Sonoma County supervisor. 

The nonprofit building com-
pany hopes to secure some 
of  the federeal disaster relief  
funds for redevelopment of  the 
Journey’s End mobile home 
park, which was gutted in the 
Tubbs fire, and the Caritas Vil-
lage downtown housing project 
proposed by Burbank and Cath-
olic Charities, Carrillo said.

The disaster relief  money 
wouldn’t solve the city’s hous-
ing affordability and supply 
woes that began a decade ago 
and significantly worsened after 
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Homes that survived the Tubbs fire were uninhabited during the cleanup 
in February at Journey’s End mobile home park in Santa Rosa. Burbank 
Housing hopes to secure federal disaster relief funds to redevelop the site. 

HOUSING » $38.5M in 
disaster funds could help 
city to build apartments

US steps  
up push 
to block  
migrants

MEXICO CITY — Leaders of  
the incoming Mexican govern-
ment are in talks with U.S. offi-
cials to allow migrants applying 
for asylum in the United States 
to remain in Mexico while they 
await a decision — a drastic over-
haul of  policy that President Don-
ald Trump suggested Saturday 
night was as good as a done deal.

While Mexican officials said no 
decision has been made, leaders 
of  the incoming government are 
under immense 
pressure to deal 
with thousands 
of  migrants 
lined up along 
the border be-
tween the two 
countries. The 
top officials of  
the incoming 
Mexican ad-
m i n i s t r at i o n 
plan to meet as 
early as today to 
discuss the proposal, according 
to the incoming foreign minister, 
Marcelo Ebrard, who will take of-
fice on Dec. 1.

A decision to allow the mi-
grants to stay inside Mexico while 
awaiting word from U.S. courts 
would be a sharp reversal of  the 
policy, which allows asylum-seek-
ers to remain in the United States 
until their petition is resolved.

The Trump administration 
has reviled this as a “catch and 
release” policy that migrants 
often abuse by skipping court 
proceedings and vanishing in-
side the United States. The ad-
ministration, which has bitterly 
complained that Congress has 
not addressed the issue, has been 
pressing the Mexican govern-
ment for months to help.

“Migrants at the Southern 
Border will not be allowed into 
the United States until their 

Trump administration in 
talks with Mexico to keep 
asylum-seekers at border
By AZAM AHMED  
AND KIRK SEMPLE
NEW YORK TIMES
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