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HOSPITAL 
MERGER
St. Joseph Health 
will combine with 
Providence Health 
& Services, based 
in Renton, Wash., 
to become  
Providence St. 
Joseph Health.
In Sonoma 
County: Operates  
Santa Rosa Memo-
rial Hospital and 
Petaluma Valley 
Hospital; employs 
about 4,000
In Napa  
County: Operates 
Queen of the Valley 
Medical Center 
in Napa; employs 
about 1,300

Koch brothers aim to lift GOP  
standing with Latino voters

MIAMI — The crowd that 
lined up around a megachurch 
here last week — largely Lati-
no and mostly poor — came for 
the Saturday services, but also 
for the free flu shots that were 
being offered in the church, and 
for the Thanksgiving turkeys 
being given away just outside.

But before they received 
their turkeys, those in line were 

asked to answer a few questions: 
Were they more likely to vote for 
a Republican or a Democrat in 
the 2016 presidential election? 
And did they feel that the gov-
ernment should increase or de-
crease federal spending in order 
to improve the economy?

Volunteers, holding clip-
boards and speaking mainly in 
Spanish, collected the names, 
phone numbers and email ad-
dresses of  everyone who showed 
up.

The approach — a free 
Thanksgiving turkey in ex-
change for some personal infor-
mation — captures the mission 
of  Libre, a multimillion-dollar 
effort financed by the conser-
vative billionaire Koch brothers 
and devoted to winning over 
Latinos, with the message that 
economic freedom and small-
er-government principles will 
yield opportunity and prosper-
ity.

RYAN STONE / New York Times

A volunteer for the Libre Initiative, center, collects information at a 
free health screening and turkey giveaway Nov. 21 in Miami.

By ASHLEY PARKER
NEW YORK TIMES
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KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

Santa Rosa Memorial 
Hospital is affiliated with 
St. Joseph’s Health.

Hospital 
group to 
form new 
company

St. Joseph Health, which oper-
ates two hospitals and employs 
some 4,000 people in Sonoma 
County, announced Wednesday 
the creation of  a new health 

care organiza-
tion through 
a partnership 
with Provi-
dence Health 
& Services, a 
large Catholic 
health care 
provider that 
serves the 
Pacific North-
west.

With the 
launch of  the 
new parent 
organization, 
P r o v i d e n c e 
St. Joseph 
Health, the 
two partners 
expand their 
presence in 
the western 
United States, 
with 50  hospi-
tals in Texas, 

New Mexico, California, Ore-
gon, Washington, Montana and 
Alaska.  

The merger could potential-
ly have a significant impact on 
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By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

St. Joseph Health to rebrand 
itself as part of merger with 
Pacific Northwest provider 

Unlikely hero from  
Anderson Springs

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

HARROWING ESCAPE: Looking to escape the Valley fire after rescuing a friend in Anderson Springs, Steve Shurelian attempted to retreat in his truck to an area 
where the two would be safe. However, his truck, left, became stuck and they abandoned it. The vehicle later was destroyed by the inferno.

On this national day of  
gratitude some 11 weeks 
past the initial night of  

terror and tragedy wrought by 
the Valley fire, a handyman, 
singer/songwriter and acciden-
tal hero named Steve Shurelian 
misses some of  what he lost, 
nothing more so than his cat, Kit.

At the same time, Shurelian, 
61, tells of  feeling thankful for 
what — and who — he was able 
to save. Though the former 
resident of  the almost entirely 

incinerated Anderson Springs 
neighborhood appreciates the 
praise and donations he has re-
ceived for what he did there the 
fiery evening of  Sept. 12, he asks 
not to be over-adulated.

He did evacuate and find hasty 
shelter for himself  and a disabled 
neighbor, Jim Young, who was 
in stark peril. And he did use a 
pair of  garden hoses to dampen 
buildings in Anderson Springs’ 
beloved, poolside recreation cen-
ter — community structures that 
might otherwise have burned.

But Shurelian, a Vietnam-era 

RECALLING THE VALLEY FIRE

Evacuee Steve Shurelian reflects on what was saved, lost
By CHRIS SMITH

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO HERO, PAGE A13
SIGNS OF DESTRUCTION: A sign for Anderson Springs 
Road charred by the Valley fire lies Sept. 13 on Highway 175. 

“It takes something like this to realize what really matters in life.”
 STEVE SHURELIAN, former resident of an Anderson Springs neighborhood destroyed in the Valley fire


