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ANOTHER WIN FOR BOWEN: 
Sonoma Academy runner 
claims third state title for 
cross country in four years 
Saturday in Frenso / C1

INSIDE

AMY’S KITCHEN THRIVES » Petaluma 
company in expansion mode as  
it marks its 30th anniversary.  E1

HOLIDAY SPIRIT ROLLS 
THROUGH GEYSERVILLE »  
Illuminated vehicles 
dazzle onlookers at 
annual truck parade 
and tree lighting.  A3

Living among ashes 
left of neighborhoods 
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THEIR HOME SPARED: Michael Fiumara, right, cares for his husband, Gordon Larsen, who has Alzheimer’s disease, at their home on Sage Hill Lane in Santa Rosa’s 
Fountaingrove neighborhood. It was one of the few residences in their neighborhood that was not destroyed by the Tubbs fire.  

Inside a salmon-colored stucco home with 
stately white pillars in Santa Rosa’s Fountain-
grove neighborhood, Michael Fiumara hand-

ed his husband his morning medication, then 
poured himself  a glass of  juice. Breakfast was at 
the kitchen table, the television news on mute. 
The couple’s quiet routine was only disrupted by 
the loud motors of  the pressure washers outside 
scrubbing the ash and soot away.  

They used to have neighbors. Karen next door. 
Lorrie and John from Texas. Jill and Stefan 
with two kids and a poodle. House after house in 
Fiumara’s neighborhood was reduced to charred 
rubble by the firestorm that burned last month, 
leaving most neighbors here with little else than 
the clothes they wore while escaping the flames. 

But Fiumara’s house, the flowers and lawn, 
the replica of  Michelangelo’s David statue, it’s all 
still standing, an island of  life amid destruction. 
A reminder of  fire’s capricious path. 

“I’m going through miles of  devastation before 
I get to my house. It’s the same when I leave,” 
said Fiumara, 60, a Santa Rosa attorney. “I hear 
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AN ISLAND AMID DESTRUCTION: Michael Fiumara’s home on Sage Hill Place in Fountaingrove 
remains standing, whereas houses farther down the street were destroyed in the October firestorm.

NORTH BAY FIRES » SPARED IN DEVASTATION

Residents struggle to salvage lives, damaged homes that escaped flames 
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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 ■ Some fire survivors seeking clarity about how 
millions in relief funds will be distributed / A3

 ■ Petaluma’s annual Festival of Trees brings 
holiday cheer — and support for relief funds / T1

Red flags 
rise over 
mental 
health toll

Martha Marquez is not prone 
to cry at movies and usually 
keeps a tight rein on her emo-
tions. But when a Red Cross 
worker called her up recently 
and told her she was checking 
on her mental health after the 
loss of  her Santa Rosa home, 
Marquez could not hold back 
the tears.

“She said to me, ‘We know ev-
eryone is offering financial as-
sistance and donating stuff, but 
what about mental health? How 
are you doing?’ and I just started 
crying,” she said. 

Marquez, 56, lost her home on 
Fairway Knoll Court when the 
Tubbs fire raced up the north-
ern slopes of  Fountaingrove 
on Oct.  9. The firestorm also 
completely destroyed Paradise 
Ridge Winery, where she worked 
as an event manager and where 
her husband, Fernando, worked 
as the estate property manag-
er. Her daughter, Brianna, also 
worked at the winery part time.

For more than a month, Mar-
quez and her family have been 
dealing with the daunting lo-
gistics of  recovery, federal aid 
forms, insurance claims and 

County, trauma experts 
brace for unprecedented 
wave as victims seek help 
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Martha Marquez and her husband, 
Fernando, have been living with 
friends after they lost their home 
in Fountaingrove to the Tubbs fire.

NORTH BAY FIRES

Parties feud over purging voter rolls

WASHINGTON — On its face, 
the notice sent to 248 county 
election officials asked only that 
they do what Congress has or-
dered: Prune their rolls of  vot-
ers who have died, moved or lost 

their eligibility — or face a fed-
eral lawsuit.

The notice, delivered in Sep-
tember by a conservative advo-
cacy group, is at the heart of  an 
increasingly bitter argument 
over the seemingly mundane 
task of  keeping accurate lists of  
voters — an issue that will be a 

marquee argument before the 
Supreme Court in January.

At a time when gaming the 
rules of  elections has become 
standard political strategy, the 
task raises a high-stakes ques-
tion: Is scrubbing ineligible 
voters from the rolls worth the 
effort if  it means mistakenly 
bumping legitimate voters as 
well?

The political ramifications 
are as close as a history book. 

Florida’s Legislature ordered 
the voter rolls scrubbed of  dead 
registrants and ineligible felons 
before the 2000 presidential elec-
tion. The resulting purge, based 
on a broad name-matching exer-
cise, misidentified thousands of  
legitimate voters as criminals, 
and prevented at least 1,100 of  
them — some say thousands 
more — from casting ballots.

By MICHAEL WINES
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO VOTER » PAGE A2

ELECTION INTEGRITY » Conservatives want  
ineligible delisted; rights groups worry about errors

Tickets Available at Petaluma School of Ballet at 110 Howard St. • www.petalumaschoolofballet.com • 707-762-3972

FRI DEC 15TH 7:30PM
SAT DEC 16TH 1:30PM & 6:30PM
SUN DEC 17TH 11:00AM & 3:00PM

Petaluma School of Ballet & North Coast Ballet California Present
Evert B. Person Theatre Sonoma State Universityy


