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Storms could bring rainfall total up to normal

A wet, one-two punch from 
Mother Nature starting Friday 
is expected to pump the sea-
son’s rainfall total up to normal 
and boost the water supply in 
drought-starved reservoirs, of-
ficials said Wednesday.

But the two storm systems, 
which could drop 5 to 7 inch-
es of  rain on Sonoma County 
and the rest of  the North Bay 
through Wednesday, won’t 
break the three-year drought 
nor do they foretell a wet win-
ter, officials said.

The water year that began 
on Oct. 1 got off to an “abysmal 
start” in the Bay Area despite 
an inch or two of  rain in the 
past week, the U.S. Drought 
Monitor said Wednesday. More 
than half  of  California — in-
cluding Sonoma, Mendocino, 
Lake and Napa counties — re-
mained in the area classified 
as “exceptional drought,” the 
highest level of  drought.

Nearly 80 percent of  the state 
remained in extreme and ex-
ceptional drought, the top two 
levels. 

Rainfall to date in the Bay 
Area was at 20 to 50 percent of  
normal, and the “dry, mostly 
mild start to winter” has pro-
duced snowpack in the Sierra 
Nevada that is “well short of  
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Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration LOREN DOPPENBERG / For The Press Democrat

California’s prolonged drought
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5 to 7 inches expected 
in North Bay, but soaking 

won’t break 3-year drought

Drone 
stunts 
spark 

concerns

Amateur photographers and 
Hollywood filmmakers turn to 
them for lush overhead shots. 
Geologists use them to look 
above the seas for oil-bearing 
rocks. Amazon executives are 
pushing to use them to plop 
packages onto doorsteps.

But now drones — the un-
manned flying vehicles the size 
of  a pizza box — are also a favor-
ite tool for more unruly groups: 
pranksters and troublemakers.

As the price of  drones has 
fallen and sales have risen, the 
machines have emerged as cen-
tral characters in stunts from 
the puckish to the criminal. 
In recent months, drone pilots 
have tried to smuggle contra-
band into prisons and disrupt 
sporting events at stadiums. An-
imal rights groups have turned 
to drones to stalk hunters as the 
hunters stalk wildlife. And in 
France, more than a dozen ille-
gal flights over nuclear power 
plants have unnerved the au-
thorities.

The antics are forcing public 
safety officials to look at the air 
above them, generally thought 
safe and secure, as a place 
for potential trouble. And for 
groups pushing drones as legit-
imate business tools, the string 

As price of unmanned 
flying vehicles drops, sales 

— and antics — rise

By NICK WINGFIELD
NEW YORK TIMES
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Ginsburg, 81, 
recovering after 
stent implant

WASHINGTON — Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader Gins-
burg had a heart stent implant-
ed on Wednesday, reviving talk 

about how long 
the 81-year-old 
liberal jurist 
will be staying 
on the court.

G i n s b u r g 
was expected 
back at work 
on Monday, but 
her hospital-
ization — just 
three weeks 
after elections 

handed Republicans control of  
the Senate — raised anew the 
question of  whether President 
Barack Obama would be able to 
appoint a like-minded replace-
ment.

The situation “sends many, 
particularly on the left of  the 
political spectrum, into a tizzy,” 
said Jonathan Turley, a profes-
sor at George Washington Uni-
versity Law School.

By MARK SHERMAN
and SAM HANANEL
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

Steve Cavellini, 70, fell while hiking on Hood Mountain two years ago on Thanksgiving Day. 
Cavellini, shown last week on his property east of Oakmont with Hood Mountain in the 
background, is mostly recovered now, but his head injury required surgery and an induced coma.

Thankful to be alive
Every morning, Steve 

Cavellini looks out his 
kitchen window at the 

stunning, craggy profile of  
Hood Mountain rising 2,000 feet 
above his Kenwood home, and 
sees the spot where he nearly 
died.

For Cavellini, his view from 
the valley kindles memories 
of  invigorating hikes in the 
quiet solitude of  the mountain’s 
wooded slopes. But no amount 
of  gazing manages to spark even 
the slightest recollection by 
Cavellini of  his hike on Thanks-
giving Day 2012, which ended 
with a 15-foot fall onto his head 
that almost ended his life.

That he is still alive — let 
alone that he has regained his 
speech and motor functions — 
is nothing short of  amazing.

The actions of  some 
quick-thinking hikers, a deft 
helicopter rescue team and a 
skilled neurosurgeon kept him 
alive. Then came multiple brain 
surgeries and months of  phys-
ical therapy to painstakingly 
relearn even the simplest of  
tasks. The therapy was exceed-
ingly frustrating for Cavellini, 
70, an accomplished lawyer and 
renaissance man used to mas-
tering most anything he tries.

It’s been a long, two-year 
road back from the literal 
precipice for Cavellini, but it’s a 
trek that loved ones say he has 
tackled with typical gusto. Now, 
two years after the fall, he plans 
to be surrounded by family this 
Thanksgiving, a holiday gather-
ing he hopes will be memorable.

“I don’t remember going up 
there that day,” he said. “The 
only reason I’m here today is 
because of  a whole pile of  co-
incidences. I don’t necessarily 
believe in any divine power, but 
I certainly feel lucky.”

Cavellini has hiked the trail 

Kenwood man has no recollection of Thanksgiving Day 2012, when he nearly died 
in a fall on Hood Mountain; today, he’s hoping for a memorable holiday

By MATT BROWN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

“The only reason I’m here today is because of a whole pile  of coincidences. 
I don’t necessarily believe in any divine power, but I certainly feel lucky.”

STEVE CAVELLINI, on surviving a 15-foot fall onto his head while hiking at Hood Mountain


