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Ticket amnesty helps drivers regain licenses
AMNESTY 
PROGRAM

 ■ Applies to 
tickets given 
before Jan. 1, 
2013, with no 
payments after 
June 24, 2015

 ■ Certain 
offenses, such as 
drunken driving, 
are not eligible

 ■ Expires in 
March 2017

More than 400 drivers who had un-
paid tickets in Sonoma County will 
get their licenses back under a state 
amnesty program aimed at relieving 
millions statewide from snowballing 
ticket debt.

The program that started Oct. 1 
applies to tickets that were delin-
quent before Jan. 1, 2013. It cuts out-
standing fines by at least half  and 
drops civil assessments that jack 
up the cost of  some tickets to nearly 
$500.

One goal is to allow drivers who 
suffered suspensions from past-due 
fines to get their licenses reinstated. 

Among them is Erin, a 45-year-old 
Petaluma woman who did not want 
her last name used. She said she fell 
behind on paying a ticket for speed-
ing and other infractions a few years 

ago and lost her license.
The situation left her unable to go 

to work and jeopardized her financ-
es.

“It prevented me from getting a 
job,” the woman said as she stood 
in line Tuesday at the courthouse to 
file amnesty paperwork. “I can’t get 
to where I’m supposed to be.”

Now, she said, she’ll get back on 
the road and become fully employed 
again.

Her situation is not unusual. Ad-
vocates at the Western Center on 
Law and Poverty estimated 4 million 

Californians lost their licenses be-
cause they couldn’t pay their tickets.

They said the state’s practice of  
tacking on fees for things such as 
building new courthouses has driv-
en the cost of  tickets to unreason-
able levels.

 Critics said the situation is espe-
cially hard on those who can least 
afford it who drive anyway and get 
more tickets. 

The program, signed into law by 
Gov. Jerry Brown, allows drivers 
with delinquencies to have original 

Under program that cuts fines, 
400 in Sonoma County poised 
to get driving privileges back

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Vladimir Putin

Russia 
ready for 

joint effort 
on Syria

MOSCOW — Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin late Thurs-
day said he was ready to coordi-
nate strikes against the Islamic 
State with the United States and 
its allies but warned that acts 
like the Turkish downing of  a 
Russian jet could destroy any 
chance of  collaboration.

After talks with French Pres-
ident François Hollande at the 
Kremlin, Putin said, “We are 
ready to cooperate with the coa-
lition which is led by the United 
States.”

It was the most forthright 
commitment to a joint effort be-
tween Russia and the West since 
Moscow’s seizure of  Crimea 
from Ukraine in 2014.

But it was far from the dec-
laration of  a new grand coali-
tion in Syria, potentially under 
United Nations auspices rather 
than American leadership, that 
Putin has proposed. The deep 
disagreement between Russia 
and the West over the future of  
the embattled Syrian president, 
Bashar al-Assad, has not been 
put aside.

Hollande said France was 
ready to fight alongside Russia 
but added, “Of  course, Assad 
cannot play any role in the fu-
ture of  this country.”

Since Russia intervened in 
Syria two months ago, Moscow 
and Washington have agreed 

Putin meets with Hollande, 
says “we are ready to 

cooperate” with US coalition

By ANDREW ROTH 
and KARLA ADAM

WASHINGTON POST
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EAGER FOR BARGAINS: Shoppers wait in line for the doors to open Thursday at Tilly’s at Santa Rosa Plaza in downtown Santa Rosa. They were among 
consumers across Sonoma County willing to spend some time on Thanksgiving Day in order to take advantage of stores’ deep Black Thursday discounts.

Lining up for deals
Despite backlash from some decrying excessive consumerism,

Sonoma County shoppers out in force to pursue Thanksgiving bargains

If  you are looking for the definition of  a hard-core 
holiday shopper, it would be hard to beat Angel 
Hernandez of  Santa Rosa. 

Last Friday, Hernandez had surgery on his right 
knee, requiring a large soft cast over his leg. But that 
didn’t stop him from showing up Wednesday morning 
at the Best Buy on Santa Rosa Avenue, where he stayed 
through the day and overnight in a tent, as the tem-
perature dropped to 30 degrees.

The reward for his long wait at the front of  a line 
of  other shoppers Thanksgiving night was a so-called 
“doorbuster” prize: a 48-inch Toshiba LED TV for $150, 
a device that regularly sells for $430.

Before the doors opened at Best Buy at 5 p.m., Her-
nandez already was looking forward to bringing that 
TV back home to celebrate a Thanksgiving with his 
family over a table of  carne asada and mole sauce.  

“It’s a good time to open the store. You have the rest 
of  the day after 5 p.m. to spend time with your family 
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By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

DETERMINED TO SAVE: Angel Hernandez, right, and Roger Soto wait outside 
Best Buy in Santa Rosa on Thursday. Despite having knee surgery less than a week 
earlier, Hernandez was not deterred in his efforts to get a 48-inch LED TV for $150.

Donald 
Trump
Accuses reporter 
of using disability 
“to grandstand.”

Trump denies mocking disabled reporter

A day after he was widely rebuked 
for mocking a reporter with a physical 
disability, business mogul and reality 
TV star Donald Trump on Thursday 
denied that he had done so and ac-

cused the reporter of  “using his dis-
ability to grandstand.”

Trump also demanded an apolo-
gy from the reporter’s employer, the 
New York Times, which earlier in the 
week issued a statement condemning 
Trump for ridiculing “the appearance 
of  one of  our reporters.”

The incident occurred Tuesday at 
a rally in South Carolina, as Trump 
was defending his recent claim that he 
had witnessed thousands of  Muslims 
cheering in New Jersey on Sept. 11, 
2001, as the World Trade Center tow-

ers collapsed. On stage, Trump berat-
ed Times investigative reporter Serge 
Kovaleski for his recent recollection 
of  an article he wrote a few days after 
the attacks, which Trump has been 
citing to defend his claim.

Trump appeared to mock Kovales-
ki’s physical condition; the reporter 
has arthrogryposis, which visibly lim-
its flexibility in his arms.

“Now, the poor guy — you’ve got to 
see this guy, ‘Ah, I don’t know what I 
said! I don’t remember!’ ” Trump said 
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By JOSE A. DELREAL
WASHINGTON POST

GOP presidential candidate 
demands apology after
rebuke from NY Times


