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Vacation rentals both
boon and nuisance

Hillary Clinton

Clinton
joining
push for
recount
ELECTION 2016 » Trump
calls effort launched by
Stein ‘ridiculous,’ ‘scam’
By DAVID E. SANGER
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — Nearly
three weeks after Election Day,
Hillary Clinton’s campaign said
Saturday that it would participate in a recount process in Wisconsin began by a third-party
candidate and would join any
potential recounts in two other
closely contested states, Pennsylvania and Michigan.
The Clinton
campaign held
out little hope
of success in
any of the three
states and said
it had seen no
“actionable evidence” of vote
hacking
that
Donald
might taint the
Trump
results or othNUCLEAR
erwise provide
BRIEFING
new grounds
for
challengPresident-elect
ing
Donald
Donald Trump
is poised to have Trump’s victory. But it sugone of the most
gested it was
consequential
going
along
briefings of his
with the retransition / B1
count effort to
assure supporters that it was
doing everything possible to
verify that hacking by Russia
or other irregularities had not
affected the results.
In a post on Medium, Marc
Elias, the Clinton team’s general counsel, said the campaign
would take part in the Wisconsin recount being set off by Jill
Stein, the Green Party candidate, and would also participate
if Stein made good on her plans
to seek recounts in Michigan
and Pennsylvania. Clinton lost
those three states by a total of
little more than 100,000 votes,
sealing her Electoral College defeat by Trump.
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BUILDING A RENTAL BUFFER: Betsy Sliney and her husband, Matt Norelli, sound-proofed their Healdsburg home because of noise being generated by partying
travelers occupying a vacation rental next door. The rising popularity of offering vacation rentals in the county has offered perks and drawbacks for many residents.

As online bookings for alternatives
to hotels soar, so do problems
By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

J

ust as it has for untold
years, the arrival of the holiday season brings family
visitors and tourists into
Sonoma County by the thousands for reunions in noisy
living rooms on neighborhood
blocks and getaways amid the
vineyards and on the scenic
coast.
Many of those who aren’t
put up in a spare bedroom or
booked into a hotel will stay in
a vacation rental, and it might
be next door.
The number of people doing
just that, paying for short-term
stays in residential properties

owned by others and reserved
online through outlets such as
Airbnb, has exploded in recent
years, providing an economic
shot in the arm worth millions
of dollars for rental owners and
local governments.
But the sharp growth of
vacation rentals also has led to
an array of problems, including
nuisances for neighbors and
trouble for cities and counties
in laying down the law and collecting the required bed taxes.
Affordable housing is in short
supply these days in Sonoma
County, so the most pressing
concern is that vacation rentals
not overwhelm neighborhoods
TURN TO RENTALS » PAGE A14

2 SIDES OF
RENTALS
Potential benefits
■ Lower-cost option
to hotels for travelers
■ Added cultural experience for visitors
■ Extra money for
homeowners
■ Tax revenue for
cities and county
Potential drawbacks
■ Loss of residential
character and quiet
■ Damage to roads,
parking scarcity and
higher fire danger
■ Displacement of
long-term residents

INSIDE
Some seeing perks in
vacation rentals / A14

A $200,000 solution
to noisy neighbors
By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

B

etsy Sliney can tell you about vacation
rental hell.
The Fitch Mountain resident and
her husband live next to a vacation rental,
which she compares to having a frat house
for a neighbor.
A stream of a half-dozen or more strangers regularly show up for a couple days,
ready to have some fun in Wine Country,
to stay in a house overlooking the Russian
River, with a hot tub on the deck. Maybe it’s
a bachelor or bachelorette party, a 30th or
40th birthday celebration, people attending
a wedding or a family get-together.
“They are on vacation. They are partying
TURN TO NOISY » PAGE A14
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Generation gap in Cuba mourning
FIDEL CASTRO’S DEATH » Older citizens mourn
the 90-year-old icon; younger ones feel freer now
By DAMIEN CAVE AND
HANNAH BERKELEY COHEN
NEW YORK TIMES

RAMON ESPINOSA / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Students place candles Saturday around a picture of the
late Cuban leader Fidel Castro at the university where
Castro studied law during a vigil in Havana, Cuba.
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HAVANA — At the Salon Rojo,
one of Havana’s most popular
nightspots, where the reggaeton
usually blares into the early hours,
the music stopped abruptly.
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An announcement was made:
Fidel Castro had died.
Police waved along young
women in miniskirts and young
men with gelled mohawks as
they spilled into the streets. No
one was weeping. No one was
chanting.
Some said the country would

NEW PLAYERS IN COUNTY REAL ESTATE: Three
regional companies have risen into top 10
rankings for residential and land sales / E1

be better off, freer now, though
they said it quietly, wary that
someone might overhear such
hopes. A hearse, repurposed as
a taxi, happened to drive by.
“Take him with you,” one of
the young men shouted with a
smile as a friend cheered him
on. The young women with
them looked embarrassed, but
not angry.

LEADER OF
REVOLUTION
There is no
denying how
polarizing Fidel
Castro became
with his outsized
role on the world
stage throughout
much of the
20th century / B1
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