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RUSSIAN HACKING: The 
FBI told few American  
officials that Russian 
cyberespionage agents had 
hacked their emails / A8

INSIDE

Congress weighs harassment

Fraught
agenda 
awaits 
the Hill

WASHINGTON — The crush 
of  unfinished business facing 
lawmakers when they return to 
the Capitol would be daunting 
even if  Washington were func-
tioning at peak efficiency.

It’s an agenda whose core 
items — tax cuts, a potential 
government shutdown, lots of  
leftover spending bills — could 
unravel just as easily as advance 
in factionalism, gamesmanship 
and a toxic political environ-
ment.

There’s only a four-week win-
dow until a Christmas deadline, 
barely enough time for compli-
cated negotiations even if  De-
cember stays on the rails. And 
that’s hardly a sure bet in Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s capital.

Trump and congressional 
leaders plan a meeting Tues-
day to discuss how to sidestep a 
shutdown and work though the 
legislative to-do list.

For the optimistic, it’s plain 
that Democrats and Republi-
cans have reasons to cooperate, 
particularly on spending in-
creases for the Pentagon and do-
mestic agencies whose budgets 
otherwise would be frozen. An 
additional round of  hurricane 
aid should be bipartisan, and 
efforts to reauthorize a popular 
health care program for chil-
dren seem to be on track.

Republicans are advancing 
their cherished tax cut measure 
under special rules that mean 
Senate Democrats cannot use 
delaying tactics. The measure 
passed the House just before the 

Pace of executions depends on Brown

SAN FRANCISCO — When 
the California Supreme Court 
upheld a voter initiative in Au-
gust to speed up executions, 
some death penalty advocates 
assumed lethal injections would 
resume before the end of  the 
year.

Three months after the 
court’s action, backers and op-

ponents of  the death 
penalty concede that ex-
ecutions might be more 
than a year away.

Gov. Jerry Brown’s 
administration has yet 
to finalize an execution 
protocol, which is nec-
essary to resolve a fed-
eral court case that has 
blocked lethal injection 
in California for nearly 12 years. 
An injunction stopping execu-
tions also is pending in state 
court.

“Brown is the shot caller” in 
the litigation over lethal injec-
tion, said Michele Hanisee, pres-

ident of  the Association 
of  Deputy District At-
torneys for Los Angeles 
County. Hanisee expects 
the state to finalize a 
lethal injection proto-
col by January, but if  
Brown “doesn’t want it 
to move forward quick-
ly, it won’t move forward 
quickly,” she said.

Although no one can now 
predict when executions will 
resume, UC Berkeley law school 
Dean Erwin Chemerinsky said 
“it is just a matter of  time.”

“The uncertainty in all of  
this,” he added, “is what will 

Jerry Brown do.”
Brown personally opposes 

the death penalty but enforced 
it as attorney general. He took 
no position on two recent and 
unsuccessful ballot measures 
that would have ended the death 
penalty.

Chemerinsky and other law-
yers said it was conceivable 
that Brown and defense lawyers 
could delay executions until 
Brown steps down as governor 
in January 2019.

Brown also could try to com-
mute death sentences to life 

WASHINGTON — Lawmakers 
are facing mounting pressure to end 
Capitol Hill’s culture of  secrecy over 
sexual harassment as they return 
from a holiday break, with members 
of  both parties calling for Congress 
to overhaul its handling of  miscon-

duct claims and to unmask lawmak-
ers who have paid settlements using 
taxpayer money.

On Sunday, the roiling debate over 
sexual harassment cost one lawmak-
er who has paid such a settlement 
— Rep. John Conyers of  Michigan 
— his post as the top Democrat on 
the House Judiciary Committee, at 
least temporarily. Conyers, the lon-
gest-serving member of  the House, 

announced that he was stepping 
aside as the House Ethics Committee 
investigates allegations that he sexu-
ally harassed aides.

And on the other side of  the Cap-
itol, Sen. Al Franken, D-Minnesota, 
who has been accused of  groping 
several women, told a home state 
newspaper that he would return to 
work today feeling “embarrassed 
and ashamed.”

The announcements by Conyers 
and Franken came as both Demo-
crats and Republicans took to the 
Sunday morning television talk 

shows to call for greater transpar-
ency in how harassment claims are 
dealt with. Under a 1995 law, com-
plaints are handled confidentially. 
Lawyers for the House and the Sen-
ate have required that settlements be 
kept confidential as well.

“All of  this, as difficult as it is in 
some respects for our society, is re-
ally important because I think it will 
end up changing people’s attitudes 
and changing our culture,” Sen. Rob 
Portman, R-Ohio, said on NBC’s 

SCANDAL » Conyers resigns House panel leadership post 
as lawmakers propose to end confidential settlements
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Averting government 
shutdown in December 
is only the beginning

Governor’s intentions 
unclear as California 
responds to initiative
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Bulldozers push fire debris, the darker material on right, over a layer of household waste, the lighter material on left, in a recently opened cell 
Tuesday at the Republic Services of Sonoma County Inc. Central Landfill near Cotati.

Dump has new burden
FIRE RECOVERY » A surge of burned materials from 5,100 Sonoma 
County homes heads to one landfill, potentially reducing its lifespan

Although nearly 260 destroyed home-
sites had been cleared of  their post-
fire debris in Santa Rosa’s Coffey 

Park neighborhood through Nov. 19, it rep-
resents less than a quarter of  the burned 
properties in one corner of  the devastating 
36,807-acre Tubbs fire.

Just those cleared sites, however, pro-
duced a mountain of  ash, twisted metal 
and charred wood — nearly 50,000 tons, 
according to county officials, with all 
of  it going to Sonoma County’s Central 
Landfill.

The dump west of  Cotati is the main 
disposal site for what local and state offi-
cials are calling the biggest debris removal 

from a wildfire in California history. 
The scorched remains of  more than 

5,100 Sonoma County homes are bound 
for the Mecham Road location for burial 
— loads that have spiked daily traffic from 
heavy-duty commercial trucks and could 
burn through the life expectancy for one 
of  the North Coast’s few operating land-
fills between Petaluma and the Oregon 
border.

Other than to confirm an increase of  in-
flows from fire debris, a spokesman for Re-
public Services, the Arizona-based waste 
giant that operates the county-owned 
dump, declined to offer specifics about the 
number of  trucks or how much material is 
now coming through the gates. He added 
that it presented no need for worries over 
capacity.

“From where we stand, as the operators, 
we are not concerned,” said Russ Knocke, 
Republic’s vice president of  communica-
tions and public affairs. “Without a doubt 
it’s something that will factor into overall 
capacity at the site, but in terms of  cause 
for immediate concern, again, I would say 
no.”

Still, to handle the additional level of  
waste and the sudden need for a place to 
unload it, Republic Services requested a 
four-month-long emergency waiver at the 
end of  October for its daily weight max-
imums. Without that, only 2,500 tons of  
materials from a maximum of  900 trucks 
are permitted each business day.

Under operations covered by the emer-
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