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GM TO LAY OFF 14,000: 
Automaker to slash jobs, 
close plants in bid to offset 
slowing sales, change in 
consumer tastes / A8

INSIDE

Hopes of
gaining 
asylum 
dwindle

TIJUANA, Mexico — A cha-
otic border clash with choking 
tear gas fired by U.S. agents left 
Central American migrants sul-
len and dejected, with some opt-
ing Monday to leave and others 
worrying the incident may have 
spoiled their chances at asylum.

Mexican security forces 
stepped up their presence at a 
Tijuana sports complex where 
thousands from the migrant 
caravan have been sheltered, 
apparently seeking to avoid a 
repeat of  Sunday’s ugly scene. 
Police blocked the migrants 
from walking toward the border 
in the morning, though later 
on they allowed them to move 
about freely.

Isauro Mejia, 46, from Cortes, 
Honduras, went looking for a 
cup of  coffee to shake the morn-
ing chill following another night 
sleeping outside after being 
caught up in the clashes. Before, 
he had hoped to be able to press 
an asylum claim, but now he 
wasn’t so sure.

“The way things went yes-
terday ... I think there is no 
chance,” Mejia said. “With the 
difficulty that has presented it-
self  because of  yesterday’s inci-
dents ... that’s further away.”

Migrants hoping to apply 
for asylum in the United States 
must put their names on a wait-
ing list that already had some 
3,000 people on it before the car-
avan arrived in Tijuana. With 
U.S. officials processing fewer 
than 100 claims a day, the wait 
time for the recent arrivals 
stands to take months.

Migrants in Tijuana fear  
Sunday’s clash spoiled 
their chances to enter US
By CHRISTOPHER SHERMAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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US-MEXICO BORDER

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
— A NASA spacecraft designed 
to drill down into Mars’ interi-
or landed on the planet Mon-
day after a perilous, supersonic 
plunge through its red skies, 
setting off jubilation among 
scientists who had waited in 
white-knuckle suspense for 
confirmation to arrive across 
100 million miles of  space.

Flight controllers at NASA’s 

Jet Propulsion Laboratory in 
Pasadena leaped out of  their 
chairs, screaming, dancing and 
hugging, upon learning that In-
Sight had arrived on Mars, the 
graveyard for a multitude of  
previous missions.

“Touchdown confirmed!” a 
flight controller called out just 
before noon, instantly dispelling 
the anxiety that had gripped the 
control room as the spacecraft 
made its six-minute descent.

Because of  the distance be-
tween Earth and Mars, it took 
eight minutes for confirmation 
to arrive, relayed by a pair of  
tiny satellites that had been 

Craft makes ‘flawless’ landing on Mars
NASA celebrates success 
of InSight lander after 
perilous 6-month trip
By MARCIA DUNN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

AL SEIB / LOS ANGELES TIMES

An engineer smiles Monday next to an image sent from the InSight 
lander shortly after it touched down on Mars, at NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in Pasadena.TURN TO MARS » PAGE A7

Prosecutors: Manafort still lies

WASHINGTON — Paul Manafort, 
President Donald Trump’s former 
campaign chairman, repeatedly lied 
to federal investigators in breach 
of  a plea agreement he signed two 
months ago, the special counsel’s 

office said in a court filing late Mon-
day.

Prosecutors working for spe-
cial counsel Robert Mueller said 
Manafort’s “crimes and lies” about 
“a variety of  subject matters” re-
lieve them of  all promises they made 
to him in the plea agreement. But 
under the terms of  the agreement, 
Manafort cannot withdraw his 
guilty plea.

Defense lawyers disagreed, stating 
that Manafort has met repeatedly 
with the special counsel’s office and 

“believes he has provided truthful 
information.”

But given the impasse between 
the two sides, they asked Judge Amy 
Berman Jackson of  the U.S. District 
Court for the District of  Columbia to 
set a sentencing date for Manafort, 
who has been in solitary confine-
ment in a detention center in Alex-
andria, Virginia, since June.

The dramatic development in the 
eleventh hour of  Manafort’s case is 
a fresh sign of  the prosecutors’ ag-
gressive approach in investigating 

Russia’s interference in the 2016 
presidential race and whether any-
one in the Trump campaign knew 
about or assisted Moscow’s effort.

Manafort had hoped that in agree-
ing to cooperate with Mueller’s 
team, prosecutors would argue that 
he deserved a lighter punishment. 
He is expected to face at least a 
decadelong prison term for 10 felony 
counts ranging from financial fraud 
to conspiracy to obstruct justice.

RUSSIA PROBE » Mueller 
team asks court to sentence 
Trump’s ex-campaign chair 
By SHARON LAFRANIERE
NEW YORK TIMES
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Jami White, from left, and her sons, Mason, 1, and Braydon, 3, play in the TOTopia area at the Children’s Museum of Sonoma County in Santa Rosa 
on Monday. The museum is seeking donations to help meet a $40,000 matching challenge.

Nonprofits welcome 
help on Giving Tuesday

SONOMA COUNTY » CHARITABLE CAUSES

Donations can upgrade a local theater, fund delivered meals for seniors

After a holiday shopping frenzy book-
ended by Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday, Sonoma County nonprof-

its are asking local residents to shift focus 
to Giving Tuesday, a global movement to 
support charitable causes. 

In its seventh year, Giving Tuesday is 
intended to mark the launch of  the season 
for holiday philanthropy, harnessing the 

power of  social media to issue calls for 
donations, volunteers and resources.

“It’s a really exciting way to give visi-
bility to nonprofit organizations. This is 
a time when a lot of  what people do is fo-
cused on buying and retail,” said Elizabeth 
Clary, executive director of  Alchemia, a 
nonprofit that offers art programs to peo-
ple with disabilities in Sonoma and Marin 
counties. “It’s just a really great opportu-
nity to share the love in a different way.” 

Alchemia, which is seeking $1,000 for 

new lighting in its Santa Rosa theater, 
has taken part in the campaign for two 
years, Clary said. It’s among a wide swath 
of  local organizations — ranging from 
environmental groups to nonprofits that 
serve homeless youth — that are actively 
seeking donations on Giving Tuesday. 

The concept was created by the Belfer 
Center for Innovation and Social Impact at 
New York City’s 92nd Street Y, a 144-year-

By HANNAH BEAUSANG
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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