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49ERS STUMBLE 
AGAINST SEATTLE
Another lackluster showing by offense 
puts SF in precarious spot Sports

MAN SHOT WITH TASER DIES
Ft. Bragg man suspect in robbery Empire

PREPARE TO BE DRENCHED
Up to 7 inches of rain predicted Empire
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A crowd make its way through the front doors as Kohl’s opens Thursday evening in Santa Rosa.

Early birds hit stores
A MIXED BAG: Some shoppers welcome the chance to get 
an early start while backlash builds over retail workers’ plight

Forget Black Friday. The holiday shopping 
season was in full effect on Thursday as 
hordes of  shoppers throughout Sonoma 

County went in search for bargains, joining with 
others who treated Thanksgiving as any other 
retail day.

It was evident at the Kmart on Cleveland Avenue 
in Santa Rosa, which opened at 6 a.m. Thursday 
and will remain open until midnight today. More 
than 50 customers were at the store’s dawn open-
ing, including two die-hard shoppers who had been 
waiting for hours, store manager Diana Adams 
said.   

During the 42-hour marathon session, Kmart will 
feature three different “doorbuster” sales, includ-
ing $5 toasters and can openers and large-screen 
televisions as cheap as $180. Many came into the 
store after ordering their purchases online, and up 
to a third of  the shoppers will likely use Kmart’s 
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Donna Torres, left, of Santa Rosa, and her daughter Tayler Torres,  
center, wait in line for Toys R Us to open on Thursday.

Advocates step in as abortion clinics close

AUSTIN, Texas — The young woman 
lived in Dallas, 650 miles from Albuquer-
que, but that is where she would have 
to go for an abortion, she was told. New 
state regulations had forced several of  
Dallas’ six abortion clinics to close, creat-
ing weekslong waiting lists. By the time 
the woman could get in, she would be up 
against the Texas ban on abortions after 
20 weeks’ gestation.

But she could not afford the trip to 
New Mexico.

So it was that she had left a phone mes-
sage with a hotline in Austin and, on a 
recent evening, heard back from Lenzi 
Sheible, the 20-year-old founder of  a fund 
to help low-income women pay the unex-
pected costs of  traveling for abortions in 
Texas — or to states beyond. They spoke 
four times that night as the woman wa-
vered about going to Albuquerque alone.

“You can always call me when you get 
to New Mexico; just talk to me,” Sheible 
said. By the end of  the evening, she had 
texted the woman confirmation numbers 
for a flight the next day, $680 round trip, 
and four nights’ stay at an Albuquerque 
hotel, with shuttle service to the clinic.

Like an entrepreneur meeting a new 
ERIN TRIEB / New York Times 

Lenzi Sheible, 20, works on updating an abortion 
clinic map last week at home in Austin, Texas.

Groups pay for travel costs as new 
regulations force many women to 
cross state lines to get procedure

By JACKIE CALMES
NEW YORK TIMES
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PROTEST AT PARADE: In 
addition to usual balloons 
and bands, event targeted 
by Ferguson protesters / A3

Scotland 
to get 
more 

powers

LONDON — Scotland was 
promised sweeping powers over 
taxation and welfare spending 
Thursday under a proposed deal 
meant to address concerns that 
helped drive a Scottish attempt 
to secede from the United King-
dom in September.

The groundbreaking propos-
als have the backing of  major 
political leaders in both En-
gland and Scotland, but a final 
vote on legislation to enact the 
changes is not expected until 
next year after a new govern-
ment is elected. And even as the 
plan was commended by politi-
cal leaders, it was also raising 
new questions about how to 
share power equitably within 
the United Kingdom.

The proposed changes rep-
resent the biggest shake-up of  
Scotland’s relationship with 
London since the Scottish Par-
liament was re-established in 
Edinburgh 15 years ago. British 
leaders, shaken by polls that 
had showed momentum shifting 
toward independence, promised 
Scots more autonomy if  they 
rejected secession in the refer-
endum in September. (The inde-
pendence bid later lost by a vote 
of  55 percent to 45 percent.)

The plan announced Thurs-
day was devised by a commis-
sion that included represen-
tatives from Scotland’s main 
political parties. Under its pro-
posals, the Scottish Parliament 
would have the power to set in-
come tax rates, and some of  the 
revenues from sales taxes raised 
in Scotland would go toward the 
Scottish budget. The Scottish 
government would also be able 
to control the duties imposed on 
passengers traveling through 
Scottish airports.

In addition, Scotland would 
gain significant control over 
welfare spending. Scotland gen-
erally leans more to the left than 
England, and one of  the main 
goals of  many of  those who 
pushed for secession was to be 
able to spend more liberally on 
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Proposed changes include 
greater autonomy over 

taxation, welfare spending

By STEPHEN CASTLE
NEW YORK TIMES

“I’m very grateful to anybody who comes in and works, 
as I’m sure they all have places they would rather be.”

ALAN PRAVEL, Santa Rosa shopper


