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3 killed 
in siege 
at Colo. 
clinic

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. 
— A gunbattle erupted inside 
a Planned Parenthood center 
Friday when a man armed with 
an assault-style rifle opened fire 
and began shooting at officers as 
they rushed to the scene. 

The authorities reported that 
three people were killed, a po-
lice officer and two civilians, 
and nine were wounded before 
the suspect surrendered more 
than five hours after the first 
shots were fired.

A police official in Colorado 
Springs, who was not autho-
rized to speak, identified the 
man in custody as Robert Lewis 
Dear, 59. No other information 
about him was available.

The police did not describe the 
gunman’s motives. For hours 
Friday, officers traded gunfire 
with him inside the clinic before 
they were able to shout to the 
man and persuade him to give 
up, according to Lt. Catherine 
Buckley, a police spokeswoman.

“The perpetrator is in custo-
dy,” Mayor John Suthers said 
at an evening news conference. 
“There is a huge crime scene 
that has to be processed,” he 
said, “and we have to determine 
how many victims there are.”

Buckley said the gunman 
had brought several suspicious 
items to the clinic, and investi-
gators were trying to determine 
whether they were explosives.

The shooting came at a time 
when Planned Parenthood 
has been criticized because of  
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Suspected gunman arrested 
after 5-hour standoff at  

Planned Parenthood; 9 hurt

By JULIE TURKEWITZ 
and JACK HEALY

NEW YORK TIMES

Air Force 
hires civilian 
drone pilots 
for patrols

The Air Force has hired ci-
vilian defense contractors to 
fly MQ-9 Reaper drones to help 
track suspected militants and 
other targets in global hot spots, 
a previously undisclosed ex-
pansion in the privatization of  
once-exclusively military func-
tions.

For the first time, civilian pi-
lots and crews now operate what 
the Air Force calls “combat air 
patrols,” daily round-the-clock 
flights above areas of  military 
operations to provide video and 
collect other sensitive intelli-
gence.

Contractors control two Reap-
er patrols a day, but the Air 
Force plans to expand that to 
10 a day by 2019. Each patrol in-
volves up to four drones.

Civilians are not allowed to 
pinpoint targets with lasers or 
fire missiles. They operate only 
Reapers that provide intelli-
gence, surveillance and recon-
naissance, known as ISR, said 
Air Force Gen. Herbert “Hawk” 
Carlisle, head of  Air Combat 
Command.

“There are limitations on it,” 

By W.J. HENNIGAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Once-lively Black Friday kind of a dud

NEW YORK — The annual 
ritual of  Black Friday, as we 
know it, is over.

Gone are the throngs of  fren-
zied shoppers camping out for 
days ahead of  the big sales bo-
nanza on the day after Thanks-
giving. And forget the fisticuffs 
over flat-screen TVs.

Instead, stores around the 
country had sparse parking lots, 
calm, orderly lines, and modest 
traffic. Black Friday, which tra-
ditionally is the biggest shop-
ping day of  the year, almost 
looked like a normal shopping 
day. And not every shopper was 

happy about that.
In Denver, for instance, Su-

san Montoya had nearly an 
entire Kmart to herself  Friday 
morning. Montoya half-heart-
edly flipped through a rack of  
girls’ holiday party dresses and 
looked down the store’s empty 
aisles.

“There’s no one out here!” she 
said. “This is sad.”

Black Friday for decades 
was a rite of  passage for U.S. 
shoppers. Many would spend 
Thanksgiving evening combing 
through circulars to plot their 
shopping route for the next day 
based on the deals they hoped to 
snag. But in recent years, retail-
ers have tried to capture holiday 
sales earlier and earlier.

They’ve started offering  
mega-discounts in stores and 
online earlier instead of  waiting 
until Black Friday. And in the 

JACOB FORD / Odessa American

Shoppers line up to enter a sporting goods store at 5 a.m. Friday in 
Odessa, Texas. With many stores pushing discounts earlier than ever, 
Black Friday shopping was more subdued this year, experts say.TURN TO FRIDAY, PAGE A7

As retailers lure shoppers 
earlier each year with deals, 

day has lost its luster

By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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ABOVE: Cousins from the 
Ba family of Los Angeles 
and the Haring family of 
Santa Rosa pose for a 
picture beneath a giant 
redwood in Armstrong 
Redwoods State Natural 
Reserve on Friday.

LEFT: Craig Wilkinson, 
with the Stewards of the 
Coast and Redwoods, 
collects free park passes 
from a line of cars at 
Armstrong Woods.

ONLINE: More photos at 
pressdemocrat.com

Parks enjoy a surge

E li Figueroa hopped 
out of  his family’s car 
Friday at Armstrong 

Redwoods State Natural 
Reserve, ran straight to a 
towering tree and gave the 
rough bark a big hug.

“It was one of  the biggest 
ones,” the 7-year-old boy 
declared.

On a cool, crystal-clear 
autumn day, seven mem-
bers of  Eli’s extended 
Healdsburg family joined 
the throngs of  people 
eschewing the rush for 
shopping mall bargains in 
favor of  fresh air, sun-
shine and a bit of  exercise. 
Meagan and Felix Figueroa, 
his parents, said they are 
converts to the anti-Black 
Friday campaign, rejecting 
the consumerism that for 
years has celebrated one of  
its most cherished rites the 
day after Thanksgiving.

“We want to teach our 
children that’s not what life 
is about,” Meagan Figueroa 
said.

They’re not shopping 
at all this weekend, have 
sworn off chain stores 
and intend to buy all their 
holiday gifts from charities 
or small, local businesses, 
she said.

“We taught ourselves to 
stop buying all the stuff we 
thought we needed,” Felix 
Figueroa said. “We started 
spending money on expe-
rience instead of  stuff, and 
it’s made a big difference.”

They had plenty of  
company Friday, under 
the giant redwoods near 
Guerneville and elsewhere, 
as malls around the nation 
reported a decidedly calm, 
normal shopping day in 
contrast with the tradition-
al post-turkey-day chaos.

Cars were parked a  
quarter-mile down Arm-
strong Woods Road from 
the park entrance, and a 
park aide at the entry gate 
said, “It’s definitely way 

‘OPT OUTSIDE’ CAMPAIGN

Free passes  
prove a hit on  

day often devoted  
to consumerism

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT


