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Medical 
coverage
a political
land mine

WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama took on the 
problems of  a lack of  access to 
health care and high cost, but 
he and Democrats paid a politi-
cal price. President-elect Donald 
Trump has promised to undo 
much of  what Obama put in 
place, and pledged to make the 
system better.

Although Trump is lacking 
in specifics, he seems to want to 
make costs his priority. States, 
insurers, businesses, and indi-
viduals would get more leeway 
to sort out access.

Health care keenly reflects 
the country’s deep political 
divide. A look at some les-
sons Trump might learn from 
Obama’s rough ride:

The perils of promises
Obama promised that “if  you 

like your health care plan, you 
can keep it.” But then several 
million people were threatened 
with the loss of  policies that 
didn’t conform to his overhaul. 
Obama said premiums would 
come down, too.

Trump hasn’t made such 
specific promises, yet it may 
already be too late for him. In 
the campaign, Trump made it 
sound like replacing the law 
would be quick and easy, and 
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‘Repeal and replace’ not 
as easy as it sounds
By RICARDO  
ALONSO-ZALDIVAR
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TURN TO HEALTH CARE » PAGE A2

President Barack Obama 
meets with President-elect 
Donald Trump.

Pondering Cuba-US ties after Castro

HAVANA — Fidel Castro once 
called George W. Bush a “functional 
illiterate.” President Reagan was “the 
worst terrorist in the history of  man-
kind,” Castro said, with ideas “from 

the Buffalo Bill era.”
Castro thrived on 

confrontation with 
U.S. leaders, and he 
almost surely would 
have enjoyed facing 
off against Ameri-
ca’s next one. In his 
statement Saturday 
on Castro’s death, 
President-elect Don-
ald Trump denounced him as “a bru-
tal dictator,” and that’s the sort of  dig 
that wouldn’t have gone unanswered 

in the past.
But brinkmanship and barb-throw-

ing are not the forte of  his successor, 
Raúl Castro, who replaced his elder 
sibling as president a decade ago. Raúl 
Castro, 85, has refrained from criticiz-
ing Trump and even sent congratula-
tions after his win.

Raúl Castro’s plans to secure the 
legacy of  his brother’s 1959 Cuban 
Revolution appear to be on a colli-
sion course with the incoming Trump 
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THE WASHINGTON POST

TURN TO CUBA » PAGE A2

Today’s first flight from  
Miami in 50 years to land  
on uncertain ground
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On Sunday, men hang from the Cuban National 
Library building in Havana a giant banner with  
a picture showing Cuba’s late leader Fidel Castro  
as a young revolutionary.

Raúl 
Castro
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Dry Creek Rancheria public works manager David Delira, left, and Reg Elgin, tribal historic preservation officer, talk along a creek running through 
tribal property to the Russian River near Healdsburg on Wednesday.  Dry Creek Rancheria is seeking state grant funding to restore the creek.

A creek’s revival

Tucked away among rolling 
green hills off the road leading 
up to the River Rock Casino 
near Geyserville, a once-belea-
guered creek is springing back 
to life.

Situated at the bottom of a 
slope ravaged by a landslide in 
the 1980s, part of  the creek bed 
and its immediate surround-
ings were for years covered 
with asphalt and used for park-
ing. Now, with recently planted 
shrubs and trees taking root, 
the area is a testament of  what 
could be in store for the entire 

mile-and-a-half-long waterway 
running through the Dry Creek 
Rancheria and into the Russian 
River.

The Dry Creek Band of  Pomo 
Indians has already begun 
restoring one segment of  the 
creek and applied for about $3.5 
million in state grant funding to 
extend its work to the rest of  the 
unnamed tributary to the Rus-
sian River. The tribe hopes to 
make the creek more hospitable 
to steelhead trout, a threatened 
species, while improving the 
health of  the Russian River wa-
tershed and fortifying the water 
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Tires used to mitigate erosion line a creek that runs from the Dry Creek 
Rancheria, where River Rock Casino resides on the hillside, to the Russian 
River near Healdsburg.

GEYSERVILLE » POMO TRIBE WORKS TO RESTORE WATERWAY

Trump: ‘Millions’ voted illegally

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump said 
on Sunday that he had fallen 
short in the popular vote in the 
general election only because 
millions of  people had voted 
illegally, leveling the baseless 

claim as part of  a daylong storm 
of  Twitter posts voicing anger 
about a three-state recount 
push.

“In addition to winning the 
Electoral College in a landslide, 
I won the popular vote if  you de-
duct the millions of  people who 
voted illegally,” Trump wrote 
Sunday afternoon.

The series of  posts came 
one day after Hillary Clinton’s 
campaign said it would partic-
ipate in a recount effort being 
undertaken in Wisconsin, and 
potentially in similar pushes in 

Michigan and Pennsylvania, by 
Jill Stein, who was the Green 
Party candidate. Trump’s state-
ments revived claims he made 
during the campaign, as polls 
suggested he was losing to Clin-
ton, about a rigged and corrupt 
system.

The Twitter outburst also 
came as Trump is laboring to fill 
crucial positions in his Cabinet, 
with his advisers enmeshed in a 
rift over whom he should select 
as secretary of  state. On Sunday 
morning, Kellyanne Conway, a 
top adviser, extended a public 

campaign to undermine one 
contender, Mitt Romney — a 
remarkable display by a mem-
ber of  a president-elect’s team. 
In television appearances, she 
accused Romney of  having gone 
“out of  his way to hurt” Trump 
during the Republican primary 
contests.

Claims of  wide-scale voter 
fraud have been advanced for 
years by Republicans, though 
virtually no evidence of  such 
improprieties has been discov-
ered — especially on the scale of  
“millions” that Trump claimed.

Late on Sunday, again with-
out providing evidence, he re-
ferred in a Twitter post to “seri-
ous voter fraud in Virginia, New 
Hampshire and California.”

A day earlier, Trump’s transi-
tion team ridiculed the idea that 
recounts were needed. “This is a 
scam by the Green Party for an 
election that has already been 
conceded,” it said in a state-
ment, “and the results of  this 
election should be respected 
instead of  being challenged and 
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