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SACRAMENTO SHAKE-UP: Lawmaker resigns, 
another loses committee chairmanship amid 
sexual misconduct allegations / A2
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NEWMAN’S 
NOMADS »  
With their gym 
off-limits since 
fires, Cardinals 
scramble for 
practice space. B1

$17 MILLION SR 
CAMPUS OPENS »  
Roseland 
University Prep’s 
students check 
out their new 
school. A3

Fire aid deadline approaching
RECOVERY 
ASSISTANCE
Deadline: Fire 
victims must  
register with 
FEMA by Dec. 11.
Received so far:  
15,800 valid 
registrations.
Approved: 
Nearly 3,200 
registrations 
OK’d  amounting 
to $7.5 million.

Victims of  the destructive wild-
fires that wrought widespread havoc 
on Northern California last month 
have two more weeks to apply for 
federal disaster assistance, a step 
thousands of  people have already 
taken and one that local officials still 

encourage remaining fire survivors 
to move forward with, regardless of  
how much insurance they may have.

By Dec. 11, more than two months 
after California’s most destructive 
firestorm swept through Sonoma 
County, victims must register with 
the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency if  they are to remain 
eligible for direct financial assis-
tance and other forms of  govern-
mental aid down the road. FEMA is 
also encouraging fire victims who 
have received applications for disas-
ter loans provided by the U.S. Small 

Business Administration to submit 
them by the same deadline.

FEMA wants all local victims im-
pacted by the wildfires to register 
online, over the phone or in person 
— even if  they’re not sure they’ll 
need a federal grant or loan — so the 
option is available to them if  needed.

“We encourage everyone to regis-
ter, because it is an assistance that 
is available to help you recover from 
the disaster, and we want you to re-
ceive all of  the things that you’re eli-
gible for so that you can recover fast-
er,” said Brandi Richard, a FEMA 

public affairs officer. “We’re just try-
ing to get people whole, or as whole 
as they possibly can be.”

So far, the federal government 
has received more than 15,800 valid 
registrations related to the October 
wildfires in Sonoma County, and 
nearly 3,200 of  those have been ap-
proved, according to Richard. The 
agency has approved about $7.5 mil-
lion to assist individual fire victims 
in the county, she said. 

It’s not clear how many people  

Officials urge blaze victims 
to apply for federal dollars 
regardless of whether insured
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Senators  
race to 
secure 
tax votes

WASHINGTON — The Re-
publican tax bill hurtling 
through Congress is increasing-
ly tilting the U.S. tax code to ben-
efit wealthy Americans, as party 
leaders race to shore up waver-
ing lawmakers who are request-
ing more help for high-earning 
business owners.

On Monday, as Republican 
lawmakers returned to Wash-
ington determined to quickly 
pass their tax overhaul, senators 
were in feverish talks to resolve 
concerns that could bedevil the 
bill’s passage. With pressure 
increasing on Republicans to 
produce a legislative victory, 
lawmakers are contemplating 
changes that would exacerbate 
the tax bill’s divide between the 
rich and the middle class.

Those include efforts to fur-
ther reward certain high-in-
come business owners who are 
already receiving a tax break in 
the Senate bill but who are at 
the center of  a concerted push 
by conservative lawmakers and 
trade groups to sweeten those 
benefits.

As Republican leaders pressed 
for a Senate floor vote this week, 
there appeared to be little mo-
mentum for amendments that 
would help low-income Amer-
icans, which some Republican 
and many Democratic senators 
had sought.

The Congressional Budget 
Office said this week that the 
Senate bill, as written, would 
hurt workers earning less than 
$30,000 a year in short order, 
while delivering benefits to the 
highest earners throughout the 
next decade. Those estimates 
echo other analyses, like that 
by the Joint Committee on Tax-

In an effort to shore up 
support, lawmakers add 
more gains for wealthy
By JIM TANKERSLEY
NEW YORK TIMES
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Rich Grossi, 77, with help from his granddaughter Ashley Arndt, left, feeds hay last week to some of Grossi’s cattle, that are being raised for beef, 
at the Historic M Ranch on Point Reyes National Seashore near Inverness. The Grossi family has farmed there since purchasing the ranch in 1939. 

Ranchers left in limbo

As environmental groups fight on, farmers face an uncertain road ahead

The future of  cattle ranching and herds 
of  tule elk in the Point Reyes National 
Seashore is at stake in a policy-setting 

process that will culminate in four years and 
is already attracting thousands of  public 

comments.
The National 

Park Service, which 
manages the sprawl-
ing seashore on the 

Marin County coast, has received about 2,800 
comments on a list of  six tentative manage-
ment alternatives, including one that main-
tains the status quo for 24 families engaged 
in beef  and dairy cattle ranching and three 

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO RANCHERS » PAGE A8

INSIDE
More photos from  the 
Historic M Ranch / A9

Ashley Arndt, 
center,  
carefully 
navigates a 
tractor loaded 
with hay 
bales around 
some curious 
cattle while 
her daughter 
Emma, 3, and 
grandfather 
Rich Grossi, 
right, look on.

POINT REYES NATIONAL SEASHORE » LAND MANAGEMENT

A modern-age twist for monarchy

LONDON — He is a flame-haired for-
mer wild child, who courted controver-
sy in his youth by smoking cannabis 

and by once wearing a Nazi uniform to 
a party. She is a biracial, divorced ac-
tress from abroad. Together, they are 
taking the British monarchy — that 
most conservative of  institutions — 
into a more modern era.

Prince Harry, a grandson of  Queen 
Elizabeth II and fifth in line to the 
throne, is engaged to Meghan Markle, 
his American girlfriend, the royal fam-
ily said Monday. The prince, 33, and Ms. 

Markle, 36, will marry in the spring, a 
statement from Clarence House added. 

But once upon a time, in 1936, a Brit-
ish monarch named Edward VIII was 
forbidden to marry his divorced U.S. 
girlfriend and also be king, so he re-
nounced the throne, moved with her 
to France and lived not-so-happily ever 
after. EDDIE MULHOLLAND / POOL VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Prince Harry and American actress Meghan Markle, 
on the grounds of Kensington Palace in London.

By SARAH LYALL
NEW YORK TIMES
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ANALYSIS » Engagement of 
prince to divorced, biracial, US 
actress certainly a royal first


