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SF’s 2024 Olympics bid taking shape

Before 
executive 
action, a 
long test

WASHINGTON — Months 
before President Barack Obama 
took executive action last week 
to reshape the nation’s immi-
gration system, 
Jeh Johnson, 
the secretary 
of  Homeland 
Security, quiet-
ly convened a 
small group of  
advisers to test 
the legal limits 
of  the presi-
dent’s powers.

Working in 
secrecy, John-
son’s team 
huddled for hours each day un-
der orders to use “our legal au-
thorities to the fullest extent” 
on a new immigration policy, a 
senior administration official 
said. Over the summer, John-
son and Obama pored over 
proposed changes together, 
eventually concluding that the 
president had the authority to 
enact changes that could affect 
millions of  people and signifi-
cantly alter the way immigra-
tion laws are enforced.

“I don’t think he wanted to be 
in the position of taking executive 
action,” Ali Noorani, executive 
director of the National Immigra-
tion Forum, said of Obama. “It 
was not the way he wanted to fix 
the system.” Nonetheless, “at the 
end of the day, he felt this was the 
only option he had.”

The decision has infuriated 
Republicans just as they take 
full control of  Capitol Hill — “We 
will not stand idle as the presi-
dent undermines the rule of  law 

Full year of back-and-forth, 
review of legal powers led 
up to immigration speech

By MICHAEL D. SHEAR  
and JULIA PRESTON
NEW YORK TIMES

SAN FRANCISCO — This tech- 
booming city, home to Twitter and 
other innovative startups, is expe-
riencing its greatest growth since 
the California Gold Rush more than 
150 years ago.

With the climate ripe for com-

merce, local organizers think they 
can make a strong case to bring 
the 2024 Olympics here. After all, 
the San Francisco Bay Area also is 
where Google, Apple and Facebook 
are reshaping the world.

“It just seems like it’s sort of  our 
moment in time for this region to 
shine on the international stage,” 
said Larry Baer, the chief  executive 
officer of  baseball’s World Series 
champion Giants, who is spearhead-
ing San Francisco’s Olympics bid 
along with Mayor Ed Lee.

An Olympics in San Francisco 
would have a majestic backdrop: the 

orange spires of  the Golden Gate 
Bridge rising above the bay’s blue 
water, steep hills that create a post-
card skyline and mountain vistas in 
every direction.

But the cost of  doing business here 
is also high, something that could 
work against the city as it competes 
at a time when both U.S. and global 
Olympic organizers are emphasiz-
ing the need to keep costs down. 

Getting the regional cooperation 
needed to bring anything as mas-
sive as the Olympics to politically 
charged and environmentally con-
scious Northern California also 

would be difficult.
San Francisco suffered a huge 

embarrassment during the do-
mestic bidding process for the 2016 
Games when a stadium deal for the 
NFL’s 49ers collapsed the day before 
a key presentation in front of  the 
U.S. Olympic Committee. Some are 
still sour about what the America’s 
Cup sailing event cost the city last 
year, too.

Baer believes the Bay Area could 
leverage its recent renaissance to ex-
pand the Olympic movement’s reach 
without spending additional money. 

Organizers including Giants’ 
Baer say timing is right for city 

to shine on world stage

By ANTONIO GONZALEZ
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Retirees find support in virtual villages

Rick Cloud, 68, knew that he 
wanted to stay in his home in Aus-
tin, Texas, as he aged. But Cloud, 
who is divorced, was not sure how 
he could do that without relying on 
his two daughters.

Then he ran across the idea of  
virtual retirement villages, whose 
members pay a yearly fee to gain ac-
cess to resources and social connec-
tions that help them age in place. 
Sold on the concept, Cloud joined 

with some friends to start Capital 
City Village four years ago.

“Our virtual village can connect 
me with people my own age so I 
can do more things,” said Cloud, a 
retired technology consultant. “I 
worry about being single and get-
ting older.”

Now, Cloud has all the support 
he needs. He can tap into Capital 
City Village’s network of  more than 
100 service companies referred by 
members. Dozens of  volunteers will 
walk his dog or do yard work. When 
he wants to meet people, Cloud can 

attend house concerts in a mem-
ber’s home, go to happy hour at the 
local Mexican restaurant or hear a 
champion storyteller give a talk. He 
has also made more than 40 village 
friends.

An offshoot of  the sharing econo-
my, virtual villages are popping up 
all over the country. Currently, there 
are 140 villages in 40 states, accord-
ing to Village to Village Network, 
which helps establish and manage 
the villages. Another 120 virtual vil-
lages are on the drawing boards, as 

ILANA PANICH-LINSMAN / New York Times 

Rick Cloud, right, watches a movie Wednesday on an 
outing organized by Capital City Village, a social network 
for retirees that Cloud co-founded in Austin, Texas.TURN TO VILLAGES, PAGE A6
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BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat

Fred Howe, center, Pat Lewis, left, and Jacob Boudewijn all live on Fair Oaks Avenue, which is across Santa Rosa Creek from Santa Rosa 
Memorial Hospital. They are concerned that future growth of the hospital might exacerbate noise problems in their neighborhood.

Expansion concerns
Santa Rosa Memorial’s effort to buy nearby properties  

worries some neighbors already affected by hospital’s noise

F rom the back of  Jacob Boudewijn’s 
Fair Oaks Avenue cottage, the soft 
babbling sounds of  Santa Rosa 

Creek can barely be heard over the mo-
notonous droning of  a temporary chiller 
at Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital on the 
other side of  the creek.

The chiller, he said, is just the latest 
hospital noise he and other area resi-
dents have had to deal with. Add to that 
the sounds of  delivery trucks, monthly 
testing of  an emergency generator, the 
clanging of  cafeteria equipment and, of  

course, the raucous sounds of  emergency 
helicopter flights and ambulance sirens.

So, when Memorial Hospital officials 
announced last month that they were 
vying to purchase nearby property, 
including 128,938 square feet of  land on 
Sotoyome Street, Boudewijn and other 
neighbors began to worry.

“How are the neighbors going to be 
affected? Are there going to be increased 
deliveries and operations?” Boudewijn 
wondered.

Boudewijn and other residents preface 
their concerns by saying that Memorial 
Hospital has been a good neighbor and 
has taken steps to mitigate noise pollu-

tion, though not entirely to everyone’s 
satisfaction.

But he and others say they are wor-
ried that future expansion of  medical 
services, such as creating more medical 
office space for the hospital’s affiliated 
doctors and specialists, could lead to 
more activity at the Memorial Hospital 
campus.

Officials at St. Joseph Health Sonoma 
County — which operates Memorial 
Hospital — assure local residents that 
nothing will immediately change if  the 
Sotoyome property is purchased. St. Jo-
seph already leases the 34,047-square-foot 
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