
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2015 WWW.PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA

SANTA ROSA
High 59, Low 25
THE WEATHER, B14

Benefield C1
Business E1
Classified E7

Cohn C1
Crossword E5
Forum T5

Lotto A2
Movies D2
Obituaries B4

Smith B3
State B13
TV E6

MASTER SOMMELIERS GO PRIME TIME:  
Petaluma’s Geoff Kruth co-producing reality 
TV show testing competitors’ mettle / D1

©2015 
The Press 
Democrat

THEY’VE EARNED 
THEIR STRIPES
Benefield: Being a high school football 
referee is a thankless job Sports

SR WATER RATES TO RISE
Cost could climb 14% in 5 years Empire

CORRICK’S TURNS 100
SR stationer changes with times Business

Journeys of hope, 
new beginnings 

BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat 

FROM IRAQ TO ROHNERT PARK: Milad Yusuf Ibrahim Al Najjar tidies up between customers last week at the Starbucks inside the Rohnert Park Safeway 
store. Ibrahim Al Najjar, who manages the Starbucks, arrived in Sonoma County after fleeing violence-torn Iraq in 2008, via Turkey and New York.

Among tens of  millions of  refu-
gees who have been resettled 
across the world, including 

3 million who have found homes in 
the United States since 1975, those 
in Sonoma County are but a tiny 
fraction.

Yet they are at the same time ev-
erywhere here, like the three profiled 
today: in Costco’s meat department, 
behind the counter at Starbucks, in 
the pharmacy department at a local 
hospital. They are everyday footnotes 
to the furious argument about what 
the global community can and should 
do to address the plight of  some 
18 million people worldwide officially 
designated as refugees.

Somphet Pheauboonma, Milad 
Yusuf  Ibrahim Al Jajjar and Girmai 
Araya are among several thousand 
refugees resettled in Sonoma County, 
driven here almost exclusively by 
war or its aftermath.

Catholic Charities, the nonprofit 
agency that resettled the vast majori-
ty of  local refugees, could not provide 
exact statistics, but the arrivals 
reflected the globe.

Many hundreds of  Southeast 
Asians, mostly Vietnamese but also 
Cambodians and Laotians, arrived 
in the late 1970s into the mid-1980s. 
Large numbers of  Eritreans came 
starting in the 1980s. Others came 
from the Balkans, the Indian subcon-
tinent and, more recently, from the 
Middle East.

The numbers have slowed to a 
comparative trickle. According to the 
State Department, just 61 refugees 
have been resettled in Sonoma Coun-
ty since 2002. 

Information by specific destination 
is unreliable before that year, accord-
ing to the department. Countries 

ALVIN JORNADA / The Press Democrat 

FROM ERITREA TO SANTA ROSA: Girmai Araya kisses his 5-month-old granddaughter, 
Elizabeth Sikes, as they prepare for dinner at his Santa Rosa home last week. Araya fled Eritrea 
as a teenager after the Ethiopian army burned his village, arriving in Santa Rosa in 1984.

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat 

FROM LAOS TO SANTA ROSA, VIA THAILAND: Pharmacy technician Somphet 
Pheauboonma fills orders last week at Petaluma Valley Hospital. Pheauboonma, born in a 
refugee camp in Thailand, came to Santa Rosa as a young child with her Laotian family.

Refugee StoRieS

Sonoma County home to thousands of refugees 
fleeing war, its aftermath in far-flung places

To read their stories, see Pages A6 and A7

By JEREMY HAY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Tony Bennett

The colorful 
side of crooner 
Tony Bennett  

NEW YORK — Tony Ben-
nett sat on a green bench in the 
morning calm of Central Park, 
painting the fiery foliage of  a tree 
reflecting against a duck pond.

He wore a green tracksuit 
and sneakers. His brush hand 
zoomed across the sketchbook 
in his lap. Watercolors blos-
somed. His head nodded up and 
down from the page, studying 
the scene. A brass box contain-
ing a palette rested against the 
heel of  his left hand. A small wa-
ter pot lay on the bench. Beside 
it, a satchel with brushes and 
materials.

He tuned out the city, sit-
ting by a southern entrance to 
the park this month. But park 
wanderers noticed him. An 
eager biker slowed in front of  
the singer — who a couple of  
nights earlier had sung “Amer-
ica the Beautiful” before Game 
5 of  the World Series — then 
thought better of  intruding, and 

By ALEX VADUKUL
NEW YORK TIMES
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Nuclear 
reactors’ 
future 

uncertain

LOS ANGELES — Six years 
ago, the company that owns 
California’s last operating nu-
clear power plant announced 
it would seek an extended lifes-
pan for its aging reactors. PG&E 
envisioned Diablo Canyon as a 
linchpin in the state’s green en-
ergy future, with its low-carbon 
electricity illuminating homes 
to nearly midcentury.

Now, with a much changed 
nuclear power landscape, the 
company is evaluating whether 
to meet a tangle of  potentially 
costly state environmental re-
quirements needed to obtain re-
newed operating licenses.

If  it doesn’t move forward, 
California’s nuclear power age 
will end.

That prospect is remarkable, 
considering it was once pre-
dicted that meeting California’s 
growing energy needs would 
require a nuclear power plant 
every 50 miles along its coast. 
But vast fields of  solar panels, 
wind turbines that in places are 
as common as fence posts and 
developments in power storage 
speak to changed times.

“We are not talking about 
either go dark or go nuclear. 
There are clearly now so many 
alternatives,” said former Cal-
ifornia Environmental Secre-
tary Terry Tamminen, a green 
energy advocate who served 
under Republican Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger.

The issues in play at Diab-
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By MICHAEL R. BLOOD
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Costly modifications 
to power plants could 

mean end of era in state


