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Murder defendant: ‘Why did I do it?’ 

Recount 
efforts 
move 
forward

President-elect Donald 
Trump is well into filling out 
his Cabinet and picking key ad-
visers. But a move to challenge 
the vote tallies in three swing 
states — an extreme long-shot 
to reverse his Electoral College 
majority — is advancing in the 
background, creating a noisy 
distraction on Trump’s Twitter 
feed and raising last-ditch hopes 
of  some Hillary Clinton sup-
porters.

In Wisconsin, elections offi-
cials said Monday that a recount 
of  the state’s nearly 3 million 
votes would most likely begin 
Thursday. In Pennsylvania, Jill 
Stein, the Green Party presiden-
tial candidate who initiated the 
recounts, filed a legal challenge 
of  the results in state court. 
And the Stein campaign said it 
planned to request a recount in 
Michigan on Wednesday.

Neither Stein nor the Clinton 
campaign has found evidence of  
election tampering in any of  the 
three states, where Trump beat 
Clinton by a combined margin 
of  only about 100,000 votes. But 
once Stein seized on the issue 
last week, the Clinton campaign 
said it, too, would join in the ef-
forts to seek recounts.

Clinton has been urged by her 
supporters to challenge the re-
sults, but she has done so only 
in a passive way. A campaign 
lawyer said that her team would 
“participate” in a manner that 
ensured fairness, but that it had 
“not uncovered any actionable 
evidence” of  hacking or other 
interference.

The Clinton campaign will 
pay to have its own lawyers pres-
ent at recount sites, but it is not 

Deporting people may not be so easy to do

President-elect Donald 
Trump’s vow to begin deport-
ing undocumented immigrant 
criminals means confronting 
two of  the United States’ biggest 

trading partners as well as doz-
ens of  other countries — allies 
and foes — that have refused to 
cooperate on the issue or signifi-
cantly delay the process of  repa-
triation.

The State and Homeland Se-
curity Departments list 23 coun-
tries as “uncooperative” for 
refusing to take back many of  
their citizens who came to the 
United States — in some cases 
decades ago — and have been 

ordered deported after receiv-
ing felony convictions.

Cuba tops the list, followed by 
China, Somalia, India and Gha-
na.

Traffic offenses, especially 
driving under the influence of  
alcohol, accounted for the larg-
est category of  convictions, fol-
lowed by drugs and larceny.

In most cases, the immi-
grants, who do not hold U.S. 
citizenship, have no passport or 

birth certificate to prove their 
original citizenship, and their 
home countries refuse to issue 
new travel documents.

Once they have completed 
prison time in the United States, 
they cannot continue to be held 
pending deportation, follow-
ing a 2001 Supreme Court deci-
sion that found that the United 
States cannot detain them in-

A Healdsburg man charged 
with drowning his 4-year-old 
daughter in a church baptismal 
pool screamed, “Why did I do 
it?” as he was wheeled Monday 
from a Santa Rosa courtroom.

Gerardo Mendoza Ordaz, 42, 

is charged in the Nov. 20 slaying 
of  Maria Jose Ordaz Chavarria 
at St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church in Healdsburg. 

Police believe Ordaz held the 
girl under a few feet of  water as 
her 9-year-old brother watched. 
He was arrested the same day 
after carrying her lifeless body 
to the nearby police station. 

Prosecutors have not released 
a motive. 

In open court Monday, Judge 
Julie Conger said a psycholo-
gist has examined Ordaz and 
concluded he is not mentally 
competent to stand trial. She 
suspended criminal proceed-
ings until a second doctor could 
evaluate his mental fitness.

Ordaz, bound to a wheelchair 
for security reasons, listened 
quietly with more than a doz-
en family members looking on. 

As he was wheeled afterward 
through an open doorway to the 
jail, the distraught man yelled 
in Spanish and could be heard 
throughout the courtroom.

“He said, ‘Why did I do it? 
Why did I kill my daughter?’” 
said extended family member 
Carlos Ordaz, a teenager attend-
ing the hearing with his father, a 
cousin of  the defendant.

Carlos Ordaz said in a brief  

Second psychiatric evaluation ordered for man 
charged in daughter’s Healdsburg church drowning
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Clinton only passively 
supports process initiated  
by Green Party’s Stein

Countries of migrants 
who commit crimes in US 
resist taking them back

By STEVE EDER  
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runners have stellar 
outings at state cross 
country championships 
over holiday weekend/ B1
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Crab fisherman Dick Ogg is greeted by his dog Buster as he emerges from the engine room of his boat, the Karen Jeanne, on Saturday at Spud 
Point Marina in Bodega Bay. Fishermen are bracing for another tough year after officials announced another delay to commercial crab fishing.

‘Our small fishing fleet 
is getting destroyed’

BODEGA BAY » CRABBERS IDLE AS LOCAL DUNGENESS BAN CONTINUES

BODEGA BAY — Thou-
sands of  crab traps, 
stacked six feet or high-

er, line the sides of  Westshore 
Road surrounding the Spud 
Point Marina, a clear indica-
tion this year’s commercial 
Dungeness crab season along 
the North Coast is off to anoth-
er rocky start.

“Look at what’s happen-
ing at Spud Point — there’s 
probably 10,000 pots sitting 
out there. Those are guys who 
aren’t going out,” said Charlie 
Beck, a Bodega Bay fisher-

man who has been crabbing 
in the waters off the Sonoma 
Coast nearly 40 years. “Our 
small fishing fleet is getting 
destroyed. Last year was the 
worst season that we’ve ever 
seen, and this year it’s looking 
pretty bleak, especially for the 
smaller boats.”

State health officials last 
week recommended an in-
definite delay for Dungeness 
along a 180-mile stretch of  
coastal waters along Northern 
California, from Point Reyes 
in Marin County to Humboldt 
Bay in Mendocino County, 

Sonoma Coast fishermen say state’s new policy unfairly favors larger boats
By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO CRAB » PAGE A6 Crab fisherman Dick Ogg gathers bundles of rope.


