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OPERATION BLANKET » Losing home to Tubbs fire 
strengthens teen’s resolve to help homeless.   A3

HEALTHY HOLIDAY TREATS » Cut down on calories 
while still indulging in the sweets you crave.   D1
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UNITED BY DISASTER: 
SRJC soccer teammates 
persevere despite losing 
homes to last month’s 
wildfires / C1

INSIDE

Habitat For Humanity 
reworking its identity 

NORTH BAY FIRES » LOOSENING RULES

If  the stock of  affordable 
housing in Sonoma Coun-
ty wasn’t already small 

enough, the fires that ravaged 
the region last month have 
pushed the need to crisis levels 
— and prompted a community 
group to alter its approach to 
confront the problem.

Launched in 1984, Habitat For 
Humanity’s Sonoma chapter 
began in earnest by rehabbing 
existing properties to help 
low-income families establish 
more stable housing. 

It closely followed the all-vol-
unteer model of  the 41-year-old 
Georgia-based national 

nonprofit, which surged to 
national prominence with the 
involvement of  former Pres-
ident Jimmy Carter and his 
wife, Rosalynn.

Today, on top of  numerous 
restorations over the past  
30 years, the local affiliate has 
built 22 homes from the ground 
up throughout the county, 
including five in Cotati’s 
Woodland Hills neighborhood 
in 2016.

Three more are underway in 
Santa Rosa, and the group also 
is planning for 18 more homes 
across Graton and Windsor as it 
starts to bolster its development 
operation.

BY KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Nonprofit to rebuild homes for victims whose income exceeds usual limit

Eduardo Zaragoza uses a chainsaw to clear stumps on a lot in Graton, 
where Habitat For Humanity of Sonoma County will build housing. 
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Volunteer Harold Minkin repairs donated lights at ReStore, a used home improvement store whose proceeds go to Habitat for Humanity of  
Sonoma County. The store sells new and gently used furniture, appliances and building materials for low prices.

The message was simple: The Uni-
versity of  California is accessible, af-
fordable and welcoming, including to 
low-income and first-generation college 
students.

The pitch came Tuesday during an 
assembly at Windsor High School, but 
it wasn’t delivered by an ordinary col-
lege recruiter. It came directly from 
UC President Janet Napolitano, who 
addressed more than 250 students in 

the Advancement Via Individual Deter-
mination (AVID) programs at the high 
school, Windsor Middle School and Cali 
Calmecac Language Academy.

“Navigating the admission process 
can feel confusing, maybe a little intim-
idating,” Napolitano said to the sixth- to 
12th-grade students, some who plan to 
become the first in their families to go 
to college. 

“I want you to know that UC is here 
to help you. We are proud of  the fact 
that 42 percent of  our undergraduates 
are the first in their families to attend 
college,” she said before heading to 
Santa Rosa Junior College later that 
afternoon with Stephen Handel, UC’s 

UC chief visits Sonoma County students
Napolitano tells Windsor High 
assembly all are welcome; 
extends application deadline 
By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Janet Napolitano, president of the UC system, talks to 
junior Lesley Garcia, 16, during a visit Tuesday to Windsor 
High School.

Launch 
extends 
missile 
range

TOKYO — North Korea 
claimed the entire United States 
mainland was within reach 
after “successfully” testing a 
new kind of  intercontinental 
ballistic missile, which it called 
the Hwasong-15, and said could 
carry a “super large heavy war-
head.”

While Pyongyang is prone to 
exaggeration, its boast of  hav-
ing all of  the United States in 
range is in line with experts’ 
calculations that the missile 
launched today, which flew 10 
times higher than the Interna-
tional Space Station, could theo-
retically reach Washington, D.C.

“With this system, we can 
load the heaviest warhead and 
strike anywhere in the main-
land United States,” North Ko-
rea’s most famous newsreader, 
Ri Chun Hee, said in a special 
live broadcast on state televi-
sion. “This missile is far more 
technologically advanced than 
July’s Hwasong-14. This signi-
fies that our rocket development 
process has been completed.”

Kim Jong Un, the North Ko-
rean leader, had personally au-
thorized the launch, Ri said, a 
photo of  Kim at his desk and the 
handwritten order appearing on 
the screen.

Today’s launch, the first in 
more than two months, is a 
clear sign that the North Kore-
an leader is pressing ahead with 
his nation’s stated goal of  being 
able to strike the United States’ 
mainland and is not caving in 
to the Trump administration’s 
strategy of  applying “maximum 
pressure.”

The missile logged a longer 
flight time than any of  its pre-
decessors and went farther 
into the atmosphere than ever 
before, reaching a height of   
2,800 miles. The International 

ICBM test latest sign 
that Pyongyang pressing 
forward with program
By ANNA FIFIELD
WASHINGTON POST
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Tax bill advances in Senate
WASHINGTON — Senate 

Republicans took a significant 
step toward passing a sweeping 
tax overhaul on Tuesday, with 
a key panel giving its approval 
and several wavering senators 
indicating they would support 

the tax package, helping clear 
the way for full Senate consider-
ation later this week.

Passage of  the tax overhaul, 
which seemed uncertain on 
Monday, strengthened consid-
erably on Tuesday after the 
Senate Budget Committee vot-
ed along party lines to advance 
the plan. 

A flurry of  last-minute deal-

making helped garner the 
support of  a few Republican 
lawmakers who had expressed 
concerns about the $1.5 trillion 
package, including its treatment 
of  small businesses and its ef-
fect on the deficit.

The rapid turnaround under-
lines the pressure Republicans 
face to pass a tax cut and notch a 
significant legislative victory in 
their first year controlling both 
Congress and the White House. 
To help push the effort forward, 
President Donald Trump went 

to Capitol Hill on Tues-
day for a lunch meeting 
with Republican sen-
ators, where he made 
promises to some and 
admonished another.

“I think we’re going 
to get it passed,” he later said at 
the White House. “It’s going to 
have lots of  adjustments before 
it ends, but the end result will be 
a very, very massive — the larg-
est in the history of  our country 
— tax cut.”

Republicans emerged from 

the lunch increasing-
ly optimistic about the 
bill’s fate and playing 
down the concerns that 
had threatened to be-
devil its passage. 

Three key Republican 
holdouts, Sens. Susan Collins of  
Maine, Bob Corker of  Tennessee 
and Ron Johnson of  Wisconsin, 
sounded positive about the bill 
Tuesday after gaining assur-
ances from Trump and the Re-

OVERHAUL » Last-minute dealmaking won over 
some GOP lawmakers; legislation still faces hurdles
By ALAN RAPPEPORT  
AND THOMAS KAPLAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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INSIDE
Trump takes to 
Twitter to berate 
Dems, threaten 
shutdown  / A9


