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INSIDE

Body found in donation box

Dems get 
behind 
Pelosi for 
speaker

WASHINGTON — Rep. Nancy 
Pelosi took a major step toward 
a historic second turn as House 
speaker on Wednesday, winning 
a strong majority in a Demo-
cratic nominat-
ing vote after 
striking a deal 
with a group 
of  moderate 
holdouts and 
further isolat-
ing her ragtag 
opposition.

But Pelosi, of  
San Francisco, 
still has to per-
suade about half  of  the 32 Dem-
ocrats who opposed her nomina-
tion to support her in a planned 
Jan. 3 floor vote in which she 
must win a majority of  the en-
tire House, not just Democrats. 
A brief  meeting with leaders of  
the opposition Wednesday end-
ed in acrimony.

She now has a month — plus 
an unmatched political network 
and a pile of  potential chits — 
to chip away at the opposition. 
Should she prevail, Pelosi would 
be the first person to reclaim 
the speaker’s gavel in 63 years, 

A homeless woman, appar-
ently trying to retrieve items 
from a clothing donation box 
in north Petaluma on Wednes-
day, got stuck halfway into the 
container and died, Petaluma 
police said.

Authorities identified her 
as Kaily Land, 30, and said she 
has no known address but fre-
quently was seen in the city and 
around the area of  the donation 
box.

Police were called about 
6:40  a.m. to where the large 
green container was sitting 
outside the Steel Bear Deli & 
Country Store on Old Redwood 
Highway, between McDowell 
Boulevard and Highway 101. 
Officers found half  of  Land’s 
body, clad in jeans and boots, 
dangling outside the container 
while her torso still was inside. 
A flashlight, still turned on, was 
discovered at the bottom, sug-
gesting she had been searching 
for items inside the box. 

“It looks like at some point, 
the lady tried to climb in there,” 
Petaluma police Sgt. Paul Gil-
man said.  “She got pinched.” 

After pulling her out, of-
ficers found a mark on her 
neck, showing how she likely 
died, Petaluma police Lt. Tim  

Lyons said. 
“The lid of  the box was pushed 

up against her neck, which may 
have caused her to suffocate. 
But we won’t know the exact 
cause of  death until the autop-
sy,” Lyons said. “It definitely 
appeared her body got trapped 
inside and cut her in the neck 
and cut off her air supply.”

The opening in which Land 
became stuck is for people to put 
things into but is not designed in 
a way that allows items to be re-
moved, Gilman said.

Steel Bear Deli owner Andy 
Dusanjh said the woman was a 
frequent customer of  the store, 
and his employees knew her 
face, but not her name. 

“I personally have seen her 

PETALUMA » Police say 
woman, 30, likely died 
trying to retrieve items
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Leader clinches party 
nomination, faces final 
House vote in January
By MIKE DEBONIS, ELISE  
VIEBECK AND PAUL KANE
WASHINGTON POST
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Petaluma police investigate the scene where Kaily Land, 30, was found 
dead Wednesday in a clothing donation box on Old Redwood Highway.

Nancy 
Pelosi
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A motorist drives past a utility pole Wednesday on Bohemian Highway near Monte Rio, where PG&E is 
installing underground power lines to assess their effectiveness in reducing wildfire risk.

Going underground
WEST COUNTY » In the wake of state’s devastating wildfires,  
PG&E will test feasibility of putting power lines into the earth

PG&E is testing an ex-
pensive and admittedly 
imperfect strategy for 

curbing future wildfires by put-
ting power lines underground 
along a half-mile stretch of  a 
rural road near Monte Rio in 
western Sonoma County.

The underground pilot proj-
ect, a first in the fire-scarred 
North Bay, got started in 
October on a narrow, tree-lined 
stretch of  Bohemian Highway, 
deep within one of  the county’s 
highest-risk wildfire areas. The 

job is sched-
uled for com-
pletion next 
month, when 
PG&E crews 
are scheduled 
to pull wire 

through plastic conduit already 
in place about 3 feet below the 
roadway.

The test project, following 
a similar pilot completed last 
month in the East Bay, is intend-
ed to “better understand the 
costs” and assess how putting 
power lines underground might 
fit into PG&E’s 10-year effort to 
“harden” 7,000 miles of  power 
lines in high-risk areas across 
the utility giant’s 70,000-square-
mile territory, said Paul 
Doherty, a company spokesman.

Budgeted at $1.6 million, 
the Sonoma County project 
tracks with PG&E’s estimate 
that burying lines costs about 
$3 million per mile, well beyond 
the $800,000 cost per mile to 
build overhead lines.

The California Public Utili-
ties Commission, which regu-
lates electric companies, puts 
the cost of  the project at  
$1 million to $10 million per 
mile. With about 80,000 miles of  
power lines connecting homes 
and communities in wildfire 
hazard areas statewide, “it 
would take decades and cost 
ratepayers billions to under-
ground throughout the state,” 
said Terrie Prosper, a PUC 
spokeswoman.

Using PG&E’s figures, bury-
ing lines throughout its own 
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hours after Camp 
fire started / B2
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