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Cleared, 
Mubarak 
could be 
set free

CAIRO — An Egyptian court 
dropped all remaining criminal 
charges against former Presi-
dent Hosni Mubarak on Satur-
day in a sweeping repudiation 
of  the Arab Spring uprising that 
forced him from power.

The court dismissed murder 
charges against Mubarak in the 
killing of protesters demand-
ing an end to his 30-year rule 
— charges that once inspired 
crowds to hang the president’s ef-
figy from the lampposts of Tahrir 
Square in Cairo and captivated 
the region. His reviled security 
chief and a half-dozen top police 
officials were acquitted.

The court also acquitted 
Mubarak, his two sons and a 
wealthy business associate of  
corruption charges; the three 
others had come to personi-
fy the rampant self-dealing of  
Mubarak’s era as much as the 
president himself.

If  normal legal procedures 
are followed, Mubarak could 
soon go free for the first time 
since his top generals removed 
him from power amid a popular 
revolt in 2011, although it was 
not clear whether those rules 
would be adhered to.

About 1,000 demonstrators 
gathered around Tahrir Square 
at night to protest the decision, 
but heavily armed security forc-
es had closed off the symbolic 
roundabout and by 9 p.m. the po-
lice were firing tear gas and bird-
shot to drive away the crowds.

More than five months af-
ter the inauguration of  a mili-
tary-backed strongman, Presi-
dent Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, the 
authorities appeared to calcu-
late that the Egyptian public 
was so weary of  unrest that it 
had lost a desire for retribution 
against Mubarak, or at least 

Murder case against former 
Egyptian president over 

protester deaths dismissed

By DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK 
and MERNA THOMAS

NEW YORK TIMES
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To lure young, theaters shake, smell, spritz

LOS ANGELES

Having tried 3-D films, earsplitting 
sound systems and even alco-
hol sales in pursuit of  younger 

moviegoers, some theater chains are 
now installing undulating seats, scent 
machines and 270-degree screens.

For an $8 premium, a Regal theater 
here even sprays patrons with water 
and pumps scents (burning rubber, gun 
powder) into the auditorium. Can’t cope 
with two hours away from your smart-
phone? One theater company has found 
success with instant on-screen messag-
ing — the texted comments pop up next 
to the action.

“When I step back and think about 
what will get people off a couch, in a car, 
down the road and into a theater, the an-
swer is not postage stamp-sized screens 
and old seats,” said Gerardo I. Lopez, the 
chief  executive of  AMC Entertainment, 
the No. 2 chain in the United States. 
“Why would they bother? What the hell, 
stay in the house.”

If  Lopez sounds frustrated, he is. Tick-
et revenue in North America has fallen 
4 percent this year compared to the same 
period in 2013, according to box office an-
alysts, and attendance is equally down. 
The busy Thanksgiving and Christmas 
moviegoing periods are not expected to 
make up the ground.

The decline has hammered the biggest 

J. EMILIO FLORES / New York Times

Moviegoers recline in seats programmed to buck 
and dip in synch with the on-screen action at a 
Regal Cinemas in Los Angeles earlier this month.TURN TO THEATERS, PAGE A6

By BROOKS BARNES
NEW YORK TIMES

Ferguson’s  
legacy may be 
de-escalation

SEATTLE — The grand jury 
that declined to indict Ferguson 
police officer Darren Wilson was 
focused on whether he might 
have acted in self-defense when 
he shot and 
killed unarmed, 
18-year-old Mi-
chael Brown.

But the case 
raises another 
question: Could 
Wilson have 
avoided get-
ting into a spot 
where he had 
to make that split-second, life-or-
death decision?

Departments around the 
country have in recent years 
stepped up their training in 
“de-escalation” — the art of  de-
fusing a tense situation with a 
word or a gesture instead of  be-
ing confrontational or reaching 
for a weapon.

By GENE JOHNSON 
and ERIC TUCKER

ASSOCIATED PRESS
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 ■Wilson resigns 

from Ferguson 
police force / A5

 ■ Armed 
volunteers guard 
businesses in 
Ferguson / A5

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

HANDMADE GOODS: Varda Rose, right, sells knitted hats during the West County Craft Fair earlier this month at the Sebastopol Grange while Richard 
Baudrand and Paul Henry entertain on stage. The thriving Sebastopol Grange, with more than 200 members, is a prime example of the organization’s resurgence.

New Life At 
the OLd GrANGe

Heightened interest in local and sustainable foods, social advocacy, 
sense of community fuel renaissance of 147-year-old farmers organization 

A surge of  interest in natural foods, 
local sourcing and environmental 
sustainability is bringing new life 

to the Civil War-era Grange movement, 
driving participation and restoring its 
relevance among modern folks yearning 
for connection to one another and to the 
food they consume.

The Sebastopol Grange — part of  the 
nationwide farmers alliance that spans 
147 years of  agricultural development, 
economic expansion and vast social 
change — is among the groups that are 
thriving, its membership surpassing 
200 people just a few years after its exis-
tence was threatened.

“It’s a process of  revitalizing communi-
ty,” President Jerry Allen said. “It’s going 
on all over, and it’s sure going on here.”

Granges in Sonoma Valley, Bennett 
Valley, Petaluma, Windsor, Bodega Bay 
and Hessel also are gathering strength, 
building community and blending a long-
held commitment to the land with more 
contemporary views about how best to 
sustain it in a changing world. 

California Grange President Bob 
McFarland calls it a “renaissance,” one 
that since 2009 has greatly reinforced the 

ranks of  the state organization, which 
currently claims 10,000 members. The 
infusion of  newcomers — some of  whom 
are farmers, many of  whom are not — 
has reduced the average age of  state 
members from 65 to 45 in just five years, 
he said.

California Grangers have started or 
restarted 42 community Granges, Hessel 
and Petaluma among them, providing 
forums for education and discussion 

of  progressive issues such as climate 
change, organic farming, genetically 
modified organisms, industrial hemp and 
fermentation.

“Our grange halls are once again 
alive,” McFarland said. “They’re once 
again full of  the community. And it’s not 
all about food and agriculture.

“It’s about public banking. It’s about 
fuel and energy sources … anti-fracking 
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By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

NATIONAL 
DISTINCTION:
The Bennett Valley 
Grange southeast 
of Santa Rosa is 
the nation’s longest 
continuously operating 
grange hall, founded 
in 1873. The group’s 
senior member, 
109-year-old Ann 
Beech Burow, enrolled 
89 years ago as the 
newlywed wife of a 
dairyman.

BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat


