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Bill Goerke bicycles up Sonoma Mountain Road on Sunday in Petaluma. Sonoma Mountain Road 
was named the worst road in Sonoma County by readers of The Press Democrat.

First OF the WOrst
Huge shift 
since last 
climate 

deal made

PARIS — This time, it’s a hot-
ter, waterier, wilder Earth that 
world leaders are trying to save.

The last time that the nations 
of  the world struck a binding 
agreement to fight global warm-
ing was 1997, in Kyoto, Japan. As 
leaders gather for a conference 
in Paris today to try to do more, 
it’s clear things have changed 
dramatically 
over the past 
18 years.

Some differ-
ences can be 
measured: de-
grees on a ther-
mometer, tril-
lions of  tons of  
melting ice, a rise in sea level of  
a couple of  inches. Epic weather 
disasters, including punishing 
droughts, killer heat waves and 
monster storms, have plagued 
Earth.

As a result, climate change is 
seen as a more urgent and con-
crete problem than it was last 
time.

“At the time of  Kyoto, if  some-
one talked about climate change, 
they were talking about some-
thing that was abstract in the 
future,” said Marcia McNutt, 
the former U.S. Geological Sur-
vey director who was picked to 
run the National Academies of  
Sciences. “Now, we’re talking 
about changing climate, some-
thing that’s happening now. You 
can point to event after event 
that is happening in the here 
and now that is a direct result of  
changing climate.”

Other, nonphysical changes 
since 1997 have made many ex-
perts more optimistic than in 

COUNTY’S ‘ROTTEN ROADS’

TURN TO CLIMATE, PAGE A7

INSIDE
 ■ Huffman to 

attend talks / B1
 ■ Brown to tout 

state emissions 
efforts / B2

By SETH BORENSTEIN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Earth warmer, wilder than 
in ‘97; issue seen as more 
urgent as Paris talks begin

Post-attack  
approach to 

Paris protests

PARIS — The French gov-
ernment is using the sweeping 
emergency powers it gained 
after the Paris terrorist attacks 
to clamp down on any possible 
disruption to 
the two-week 
global climate 
conference that 
starts today, 
limiting pub-
lic demonstra-
tions, beefing 
up security 
and placing 
two dozen en-
v i r o n m e n t a l 
activists under 
house arrest.

The efforts 
to restrict pro-
tests — as world leaders arrived 
to reach an international deal to 
contain global warming — were 
not entirely successful; 174 peo-
ple were taken into custody Sun-
day after demonstrators clashed 
with the police in the historic 
Place de la République.

The police, in full riot gear, 
used tear gas and pepper spray 
to disperse the demonstrators, 

By SEWELL CHAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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 ■ Sonoma Mountain Road
 ■ Irwin Lane
 ■ Frei Road
 ■ Faught Road
 ■ Spring Hill Road
 ■ Corby Avenue

 ■Mill Station Road
 ■ Chalk Hill Road
 ■ Lichau Road
 ■ Liberty Road
 ■ Joy Road
 ■ Ross Road

 ■North Fitch Mountain Road
 ■ Riebli Road
 ■ Stony Point Road
 ■ Piner Road

To read a profile of each road, visit 
roads.pressdemocrat.com.

16 SUSPENSION WRECKERS

The 16 worst roads in Sonoma County, as chosen by Press Democrat readers:

The view high up on Sono-
ma Mountain Road east 
of  Petaluma is astound-

ing, a 180-degree panorama of  
the Santa Rosa Plain stretching 
south to San Pablo Bay and the 
Golden Gate Bridge on a clear 
day like Sunday.

But the trip up and back 
on nearly 6 miles of  steep, 
pothole-riddled and cracked 
asphalt is a doozy.

Bill Goerke, who was bi-
cycling the winding road up 
Sonoma Mountain’s southwest 
flank, said he favors the calm, 
quiet climb, with scant traffic, 
forced to pedal slowly enough 
to avoid the hazards. Coming 
down is the trick, dodging pot-
holes so deep he once busted a 
tire in one.

“I just take it slowly,” he said 
after Sunday’s ride. “Keep your 
eyes on the road.”

Sonoma Mountain Road, 
which has a separate, 8-mile 
stretch from Bennett Valley 
Road out to Glen Ellen, finished 
first in a bracket-style “rotten 
roads” competition on press-
democrat.com. With a total of  
7,402 online votes cast, Sonoma 
Mountain Road bested runner- 
up Irwin Lane in the final 
round, 458 to 451 votes.

The online contest, with 
16 choices nominated by 
readers, reflected the perennial 
ranking of  Sonoma County’s 
1,384-mile road network among 
the worst in the Bay Area, with 
a maintenance backlog pegged 
at $954 million over the next 
20 years.

Taken at 30 mph in a car, the 
winning — or perhaps losing — 
road jostles a driver as it snakes 
past sprawling cattle ranches 
and a handful of  rural resi-
dences near the top, where it 
ends at two private steel gates. 
There are no side roads nor any 
particular points of  interest, 
other than the locked gate at 
what would be the entrance to 
Lafferty Ranch park 3 miles up 
from Adobe Road.

 Activists have long waged a 
battle for public access to the 
270-acre city-owned land that 
was once part of  Petaluma’s 
water system but lies on the 
other side of  a tiny triangle of  
land whose status is the subject 
of  a prolonged legal battle.

For about the first mile east 
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By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Sonoma Mountain Road, 
in 2 pothole-riddled sections,  

tops online competition

Israel breaks new ground in wine world

HEFER VALLEY, Israel — 
The new crisp, acidic and min-
eral white from a high-end Is-
raeli winery was aged for eight 
months — or, depending on how 
you look at it, at least 1,800 years.

The wine, called marawi and 
released last month by Recanati 
Winery, is the first commercial-
ly produced by Israel’s growing 
modern industry from indig-
enous grapes. It grew out of  a 
groundbreaking project at Ari-
el University in the occupied 

West Bank that aims to identify, 
through DNA testing — and re- 
create — ancient wines drunk 
by the likes of  King David and 
Jesus Christ.

Eliyashiv Drori, the Ariel 
oenologist who heads the re-
search, traces marawi — also 
called hamdani — and jandali 
grapes to A.D. 220 based on a 
reference in the Babylonian Tal-
mud.

“All our scriptures are full 
with wine and with grapes — 
before the French were even 
thinking about making wine, we 
were exporting wine,” he said. 
“We have a very ancient iden-
tity, and for me, reconstructing 
this identity is very important. 
For me, it’s a matter of  national 
pride.”

RINA CASTELNUOVO / New York Times

Yaakov Henig, a graduate student at Ariel University, samples wine 
earlier this month. Henig has helped make tiny batches of wine from 
local grapes at the university in the occupied West Bank.TURN TO ISRAEL, PAGE A7

By JODI RUDOREN
NEW YORK TIMES

Growing industry aims 
to re-create ancient varietals 
enjoyed by King David, Jesus

Barack 
Obama
President  
visited attack 
sites Sunday


