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BUILDING ON TRADITION » Cloverdale’s Kotnik 
creates eggplant Parmesan that’s all his own.   D1

WINTER SOCCER FOR PINER » Still lacking lights on 
their field, boys team faces season on road.   C1
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MAN FACES SEX ASSAULT 
CHARGES: RP biker with 
ties to Hells Angels jailed 
on $1 million bail, accused 
of attacking woman / A3

INSIDE

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A group of men from Bolivia, Spain and Argentina seeking work in the cannabis industry as trimmers gather in October in Willits. As the state moves 
to legalize marijuana, many seasonal pot trimmers have been flocking to the North Coast and straining the region’s resources and goodwill.

Trouble with trimmers

Every fall, waves of  transient pot 
trimmers descend on the rural 
North Coast looking for work 

during the lucrative marijuana harvest 
season, and that annual influx — un-
organized and sometimes unruly — is 
fueling widening tensions with residents 
just as the state’s pot industry is poised 
for a legalized boom.  

Garberville has been particularly hard 
hit by the flood of  seasonal pot trimmers — 

known as trimmigrants — who converge 
on the Emerald Triangle from September 
to December but often find themselves 
without a job or a place to live, straining 
the community’s resources and goodwill.

Problems range from loitering and 
littering to blatant drug use, theft, illegal 
camping, trespassing and defecating in 
public areas, said Beth Allen, a Garber-
ville restaurateur and marijuana farmer. 

Most concerning, people working in 
the business also have been killed and 

EMERALD TRIANGLE » North Coast struggling with problems like 
theft, loitering, violence that come with workers for marijuana harvest

By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO TRIMMERS » PAGE A2
A sign gives permit deadlines for cannabis growers 
in Honeydew in Humboldt County.

The public got its first glimpse 
Tuesday night at the master 
plan that outlines roughly how 
the Santa Rosa Junior College 
could spend $410  million in 
bond funds approved by Sono-
ma County voters two years ago. 

About 40 people gathered at 
a community forum held at the 
junior college to see how the dis-
trict intends to spend the Mea-
sure H bond dollars to chip away 
at a capital projects and deferred 
maintenance backlog estimated 
at about $1 billion between the 
Santa Rosa and Petaluma cam-
puses and other college facilities.

The 236-page plan envisions a 
massive overhaul that will fea-
ture everything from revamped 
student centers and new admin-
istrative and instruction build-
ings to improved walkways and 
systems to boost environmental 
sustainability.  

The funding available for the 
envisioned long-term upgrades 
recently earned a slight boost 
from the state, with the passage 
of  Proposition  51, which will 
add tens of  millions of  dollars 

to the college’s planning budget, 
said Leigh Sata, SRJC’s director 
of  capital projects. 

“That’s terrific because now 
we can leverage local bond mon-
ey with state money to stretch 
the dollars even further,” he said.

Four projects with a total cost of  
$77 million had already been ap-
proved by the board of trustees at 
its November meeting. The largest 
of the so-called “early start” proj-

Britons go extra mile to combat obesity

LONDON — Torriano pri-
mary school in north London 
doesn’t have lush green grounds 
or an outdoor running track or 
a leafy campus quad.

But on most days, its students 
do something that is being rep-
licated in schools across the 
country: They put down their 
pencils, step into the great out-
doors and run a mile.

For one ruddy-faced 9-year-old 
who was breathing heavily after 
his run, the experience “makes 

me feel like I’m proud of  myself” 
and means that “during lessons, 
I can concentrate a bit more.” 
On a recent day that looked like 
autumn but felt like winter, he 
joined his classmates in lapping 
the perimeter of  his Victorian 
school 12 times before heading 
back inside to get on with his day.

Every day, tens of  thousands 
of  schoolchildren across Britain 
— in addition to regular physical- 
education classes — run, jog 
or walk a mile under a volun-
tary program dubbed the “daily 
mile.” They don’t change clothes. 
They don’t compete. They don’t 
know when their teacher will 
give the green light to rush out-
side.KARLA ADAM / WASHINGTON POST

Children run a “daily mile” Nov. 21 at Torriano primary school in London. 
More than 1,000 U.K. schools have adopted the grass-roots program.

SRJC outlines bond spending
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MASTER PLAN » College’s blueprint envisions  
$1B for campus upgrades, maintenance backlog 
By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

By KARLA ADAM
WASHINGTON POST
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Running program meant 
to spur physical activity in 
era of digital distractions

Price 
drafted 
health 
law redo

WASHINGTON — In choos-
ing Rep. Tom Price of  Geor-
gia to be his health secretary, 
President-elect Donald Trump 
has signaled an undiminished 
determination to repeal Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s signature 
domestic achievement, the Af-
fordable Care Act, and replace 
it with a health law that would 

be far less com-
prehensive.

And Trump 
is handing Re-
publicans and 
their base vot-
ers what they 
have clamored 
for since the Af-
fordable Care 
Act became law 
in 2010 — a pow-
erful force to re-
verse course.

Republicans were pleased.
“I can tell you where we’re 

going to start: with a process to 
repeal and replace Obamacare,” 
Sen. Mitch McConnell of  Ken-
tucky, the majority leader, said 
Tuesday.

Price, an orthopedic surgeon 
from Atlanta’s affluent north-
ern suburbs, was one of  the 
first lawmakers to draft a full 
replacement for the Affordable 

By ROBERT PEAR
NEW YORK TIMES

Trump hands base, GOP 
key to repeal Obamacare 
in health secretary choice
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Tom Price

INSIDE
 ■Donald Trump  

says people who  
burn U.S. flag 
should face con-
sequences / B1

 ■ Experts weigh 
in on the necessi-
ty of reporting  
every tweet made 
by President-elect 
Trump / B2

‘EARLY START’ PROJECTS
Four projects, totaling $77.4 million, 
are approved by the SRJC Board:

 ■ Burbank Auditorium moderniza-
tion, $28 million 

 ■Districtwide energy and sustain-
ability projects, $32.5 million

 ■ Petaluma science addition and 
student services consolidation, 
$15.7 million

 ■ Public Safety Training Center 
multipurpose lab and improve-
ments, $1.2 million    

Seasonal favorites including selections 
from The Nutcracker, Hansel and Gretel, 
traditional carols, and more!

THU 
DEC 8  

7:30PM

WED 
DEC 7  

7:30PM

WITH THE SAN FRANCISCO SYMPHONY

A Classic Christmas

sfsymphony.
org/holiday  
415-864-6000

sfsymphony.org/holiday 
415-864-6000


