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MEDICAL BREAKTHROUGH: 
New drugs could provide 
long-acting relief for 
people suffering from 
migraines / B1

INSIDE

Shared 
videos 
set off 
furor

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump touched off an-
other racially charged furor on 
Wednesday by sharing videos 
from a fringe British ultrana-
tionalist group purportedly 
showing Muslims committing 
acts of  violence, a move that was 
swiftly condemned by Britain’s 
prime minister as well as politi-
cians across the spectrum.

The videos Trump retweeted 
were titled: “Muslim migrant 
beats up Dutch boy on crutch-
es!” “Muslim Destroys a Statue 
of  Virgin Mary!” and “Islamist 
mob pushes teenage boy off roof  
and beats him to death!” But the 
assailant in one of  them was 
not a “Muslim migrant” and 
the other two showed 4-year-old 
events with no explanation.

Trump’s unbridled talk of  
Muslim violence thrilled some 
conservative supporters who 
see him as a truthteller break-
ing from the shackles of  politi-
cal correctness, but it alarmed 
mainstream political leaders in 
the United States and Britain, 
who deemed it reckless and 
counterproductive.

Sen. Jeff Flake, R-Arizona, 

President’s use of  
British extremist group’s  
material condemned 
By PETER BAKER 
AND EILEEN SULLIVAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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HANDS-OFF APPROACH TO RECOVERY »  
County letting regional parks regrow 
vegetation on their own.   D1

SMART EXPANDING SERVICES »  
Agency adding third car to weekday 
routes to accommodate commuters.   A3

WARRIORS 
OUTLAST LA »  
Durant scores 
team-high 
29 points in 
127-123 OT win 
over Lakers.   C1

SR engineer 24th fire victim
Michel Azarian, a 41-year-old engi-

neer for Santa Rosa-based Keysight 
Technologies, who loved to hike, 
travel and document his experienc-
es in photography, died this week 
from severe burns he sustained last 
month fleeing his Mark West Springs 

home in the deadly Tubbs fire. 
The death was confirmed Wednes-

day by coroner’s officials in Sonoma 
County and in Sacramento County, 
where Azarian, a native of  Lebanon, 
had been in care at UC Davis Medical 
Center. 

He was the 24th person killed in 
Sonoma County by the unprecedent-
ed firestorm and the 44th death from 

fires that erupted the night of  Oct. 8 
across Northern California. 

Azarian was found before 10 a.m. 
Oct. 9 after a neighbor heard his 
cries for help and alerted a CHP of-
ficer on a motorcycle, said Monte 
Rio Fire Chief  Steve Baxman, who, 
along with an ambulance crew, came 
to his aid as he was lying in a clear-
ing near his heavily forested home 
on Redwood Hill Road.

“He looked burned, I would say, 
over about 80 percent of  his body,” 
Baxman said. “He was talking to us, 

which surprised me. We were trying 
to make sense of  what he was saying. 
He was mumbling.

“He did say he’d been there for 
hours. We were trying to put it to-
gether.”

Baxman estimated the man 
had been overtaken by flames at 
least eight hours earlier when the 
wind-driven Tubbs fire blew through 
the region, incinerating thousands 
of  homes. Twenty-two people are 

AVID HIKER » Keysight employee dies from injuries 
suffered while fleeing Tubbs fire in Mark West Springs
By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Laborer James Clowers, left, of the Ghilotti Construction Co. observes while an excavator crew removes debris Tuesday from a property on Pine 
Meadow Drive in Coffey Park in Santa Rosa. The October wildfires destroyed more than 5,100 homes in Sonoma County.

Cleanup rumbles along
NORTH BAY FIRES » GROUNDWORK FOR REBUILD

Crews have removed 209,000 tons of debris from 595 properties

Heavy equipment rum-
bled across Santa Ro-
sa’s devastated Coffey 

Park neighborhood Wednesday 
as a massive cleanup unfolded 
in the wake of  October wild-
fires that killed 24 people in 
Sonoma County and destroyed 
more than 5,100 homes.

Private contractors work-
ing 12-hour days, seven days 
a week swarmed the de-
bris-strewn lots, piling charred 
wood, metal and concrete onto 
waiting dump trucks running 
near constant loops to the 
county landfill. The clamor 
continued into the night under 
the glare of  giant floodlights.

Countywide, crews from a 
handful of  companies have 

removed 209,000 tons of  debris 
from 595 properties including 
those in Fountaingrove, Lark-
field-Wikiup and Coffey Park, 
the northwest Santa Rosa 
neighborhood where more 
than 1,000 homes were lost.

The goal is to complete the 
job by early next year, laying 
the groundwork for rebuilding.

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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“It looks better 
than when it was 
burned. I can 
envision a home 
here now.”
CLIFF HOLLENBECK, 
Coffey Park resident

TV’s Lauer fired, accused of misconduct

NEW YORK — “Today” show host 
Matt Lauer was fired for what NBC 
on Wednesday called “inappropriate 
sexual behavior” with a colleague and 
was promptly confronted with a pub-
lished report accusing him of  crude 
and habitual misconduct with other 

women around the office.
With his easygoing charm, Lauer 

has long been a lucrative and highly 
visible part of  NBC News and one of  
the highest-paid figures in the indus-
try, and his downfall shook the net-
work and stunned many of  the rough-
ly 4 million viewers who start their 
day with him.

He is easily one of  the biggest 
names brought down in recent weeks 
by the wave of  sexual misconduct alle-
gations that have swept through Hol-
lywood, the media and politics.

Network news chief  Andrew Lack 

said in a memo to the staff that NBC 
received a complaint about Lauer’s 
behavior on Monday and determined 
he violated company standards. NBC 
said the misconduct started when 
Lauer and a network employee were 
at the Sochi Olympics in 2014 and con-
tinued beyond that assignment.

Lack said it was the first complaint 
lodged against Lauer in his 20 years 
at NBC, but “we were also presented 
with reason to believe this may not 
have been an isolated incident.”

NBC acts swiftly after report 
of ‘Today’ host’s ‘inappropriate 
sexual behavior’ on the job
By DAVID BAUDER
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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