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UTILITY FACES DEADLINE: 
Regulators at meeting give 
PG&E till July to 
implement safety 
recommendations / A7
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Emma Garcia, right, laughs as she claps at the close of the restorative classroom circle at Lawrence Cook Middle School in Santa Rosa on 
Wednesday. Below, students form a restorative circle, which some classrooms use to foster positive communication between students.

Suspension rates decline 
SONOMA COUNTY » TRYING DIFFERENT TECHNIQUES

School officials say restorative justice has kept more students in school 

During classroom circle 
sessions at Lawrence 
Cook Middle School, 

restorative specialist Manny 
Morales asks students: How are 
you? What’s something posi-
tive in your life? What are you 
struggling with?

The chairs are arranged in 
a circle, and everyone can see 
each other. Some students feel 
awkward, others open up, laugh 
or cry.

“It’s about being present and 
focusing on listening to really 

understand them,” Morales 
said. 

The focus on the social 
and emotional well-being of  
students is a cultural shift at 
public schools across Sonoma 
County, and many educators 
say it’s helping decrease sus-
pensions and expulsions.

Countywide, suspension 
rates fell to 4.1 percent last year, 
compared to 4.6 percent the 
previous year, according to data 
recently released by the Califor-
nia Department of  Education. 
Statewide, rates decreased from 
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A former Sebastopol man 
convicted in 1996 of  drug-
ging and sexually assaulting  
five women at his home — 
crimes he videotaped himself  
that became crucial evidence 
against him in court — is back 
in jail accused of  committing 

similar crimes, Sonoma 
County Superior Court 
records show.

Lonnie William Vic-
tory, 54, is being held on 
$2.7 million bail at the 
Sonoma County Jail on 
suspicion of  sexually 
molesting a girl young-
er than 14 years old and 
possessing child por-
nography, both felony crimes, 
according to county jail records. 

Victory also is suspected of  
invading someone’s privacy by 
using a concealed camera to 

secretly make record-
ings and is facing two 
counts of  attempting to 
invade someone’s pri-
vacy by taking secret 
video recordings, all 
misdemeanor charges, 
according to court re-
cords.

The criminal com-
plaint shows a pattern 

of  crimes over a five-year peri-
od. Detectives suspect Victory 
sexually abused the child some-
time between February and 
October in 2013 — a period that 

includes the final months of  his 
parole supervision, which end-
ed in April 2013. 

The criminal complaint in-
dicates Victory is suspected of  
making the secret recordings 
on Oct. 29, 2017 and then was 
allegedly found with child por-
nography on June 28 of  this 
year. He was arrested Oct. 23 
by deputies working as Wind-
sor police officers on the 5400 
block of  Old Redwood Highway 
in Penngrove, Sonoma County 

Sex offender arrested in molestation
Ex-Sebastopol resident 
convicted of sex assault 
said to have child porn
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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State 
Dems’ 
chair to 
resign

California Democratic Party 
Chairman Eric Bauman, leader 
of  one of  the most influential 
political forces in the nation, 
said Thursday he intended to 
resign after allegations of  sex-
ual misconduct and inappropri-
ate behavior toward party staff 
members and activists.

Bauman’s decision to resign 
follows a report by the Los Ange-
les Times on Wednesday that said 
10 party staff members and polit-
ical activists had accused him of  
making crude sexual comments 
and engaging in unwanted touch-
ing or physical intimidation in 
professional settings.

“I have made the realization 
that in order for those to whom 
I may have caused pain and who 
need to heal, for my own health, 
and in the best interest of  the 
Party that I love and to which I 
have dedicated myself  for more 
than 25 years, it is in everyone’s 
best interest for me to resign my 
position as chair of  the Califor-
nia Democratic Party,” Bauman 
said.

Gov.-elect Gavin Newsom and 
other top Democrats, including 
state Senate President Pro Tem 

Party investigating  
sexual misconduct 
claims against Bauman 
By PHIL WILLON 
AND MELANIE MASON
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Cohen pleads guilty to lying 

President Donald Trump’s former 
personal attorney Michael Cohen 
pleaded guilty Thursday in New 
York to lying to Congress about 
a Moscow real estate project that 
Trump and his company pursued at 
the same time he was securing the 

GOP nomination in 2016.
In a nine-page filing, prosecutors 

laid out a litany of  lies that Cohen ad-
mitted he told to congressional law-
makers about the Moscow project — 
an attempt, Cohen said, to minimize 
links between the proposed develop-
ment and Trump as his presidential 
bid was gaining steam.

Cohen made a surprise appear-
ance Thursday morning before  
U.S. District Judge Andrew Carter 
Jr., who asked him to enter his plea.

“Guilty, your honor,” Cohen re-
plied. As part of  the plea, Cohen said 
he had lied for the person listed in 

court documents as “Individual 1,” 
whom Cohen identified in court as 
Trump.

“I was aware of  Individual 1’s re-
peated disavowals of  commercial 
and political ties between himself  
and Russia, his repeated statements 
that investigations of  such ties were 
politically motivated and without 
evidence, and that any contact with 
Russian nationals by Individual 1’s 
campaign or the Trump Organiza-
tion had all terminated before the 
Iowa Caucus, which was on Febru-
ary 1 of  2016,” Cohen told the judge.

To hew closely to Trump’s public 

denials of  such connections, Co-
hen said he knowingly gave false 
answers in 2017 to the Senate and 
House intelligence committees.

“I made these misstatements to 
be consistent with Individual 1’s po-
litical messaging and out of  loyalty 
to Individual 1,” he told the packed 
courtroom in Lower Manhattan.

Cohen’s guilty plea — his second 
in four months — is the latest de-
velopment in a wide-ranging inves-
tigation by special counsel Robert 
Mueller into Russian interference in 

RUSSIA PROBE » Lawyer 
says he gave Congress false 
answers to back up Trump
By ROSALIND S. HELDERMAN 
AND MATT ZAPOTOSKY
WASHINGTON POST
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center of special 
counsel’s 
probe / A8


