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GoinG in CirCles

Sonoma Plaza intersection one of two sites being considered  
for roundabouts, though proposal likely to face heavy scrutiny

Sonoma city officials are looking 
into the possibility of  building two 
roundabouts in town, including 

one at West Napa Street and Broadway, 
directly in front of  the historic Plaza and 
in one of  the town’s busiest intersections. 

They could become the first round-
abouts in the city limits. But the move, 
aimed at easing traffic congestion and 
making it safer for pedestrians to cross 
the West Napa and Broadway intersec-
tion near the Plaza, is almost sure to face 
heavy scrutiny, as have roundabouts 
throughout the county. 

The proposals recently came before 
planning commissioners during a joint 
study session with Sonoma’s Traffic 
Safety Committee, where they examined 
vehicle congestion and needed improve-
ments on city streets. The Santa Rosa- 
based W-Trans firm suggested the city 
look at installing a 120- to 130-foot-wide, 
single-lane roundabout to address traffic 
jams at that current four-way stop. It also 
recommended putting in islands to break 
up the 80- to 90-foot crosswalks, making 
them easier and safer for pedestrians to 
dash across.

Residents long have complained about 
traffic tie-ups and pedestrians’ close calls 
with cars at that intersection, located on 
the south end of  the Plaza, though not 
everyone is convinced a traffic circle at 

that site is the answer. 
“Everybody was digesting it,” Matthew 

Tippell, chairman of  the Planning Com-
mission, said about those at the study 
session. “There were some folks that 
didn’t like it.”

Although he hasn’t decided whether to 
support it, he said a roundabout could be 
a viable solution to addressing some of  
the safety concerns on that street, which 
as a segment of  Highway 12 also serves 
as an arterial thoroughfare for Sonoma 
Valley.

“It would drastically improve vehicular 
and pedestrian safety,” Tippell said, add-
ing that it also would reduce the amount 

of  greenhouse gas emissions with fewer 
cars having to idle to wait their turn at 
the stop sign.

The traffic engineering firm also 
brought forward a conceptional design 
for rerouting traffic and putting a small 
roundabout and raised median down the 
road on Fifth Street West near Safeway. 
Alvin Hesse, a World War II veteran 
and longtime KRON-TV employee, was 
killed while crossing that street on his 
three-wheeled scooter two years ago. He 
lived in senior housing near Safeway. An 
82-year-old woman was killed six years 
earlier at the same crosswalk. 
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COMING UP 
FOR DEBATE:  
Pedestrians, above 
and at left, walk  
Sunday at the  
Sonoma Plaza.  The 
city is considering 
putting in two  
roundabouts,  
including one at  
West Napa Street  
and Broadway, to 
ease traffic and  
improve pedestrian 
safety. 
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Uganda activist tries to stop AIDS
KAMPALA, Uganda — The 

dreadlocked Hood Katende, a re-
formed thief  and onetime drug 
peddler, is now an anti-AIDS ac-
tivist respected in his Kampala 
slum. Katende, 26, urges young 
men to wear condoms if  they 
can’t avoid premarital sex and 
encourages teenage girls to re-
ject the sexual advances of  older 
men with money.

“At night you find boys waiting 
for girls to rape, and I go to them 
and I try to talk to them not to 
do it,” he said. “I used to be with 
them, smoking weed the whole 
day in the ghetto and moving 
around at night. I was a member 

of  a gang, but now they see that I 
have changed day and night.”

As World AIDS Day is marked 
today, Katende is trying to stem a 
troubling resurgence in Uganda 
of HIV, which now infects more 
than 500 young women between 
the ages of 15 and 24 each week, 
according to the Uganda AIDS 
Commission. Between 2007 and 
2013, the number of Ugandans 
infected with HIV rose from 
1.2 million to 1.6 million, according 
to Uganda’s Ministry of Health.

Uganda’s HIV prevalence rate 
now stands at 7.4 percent, up 
from about 6 percent a decade 
ago, raising concerns among 
AIDS activists who want Presi-
dent Yoweri Museveni’s govern-
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Hood Katende performs last month in a 
shipping container-turned-recording studio 
in the Kamwokya slum of Kampala, Uganda. 
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Black 
Friday 
sales 
slide

NEW YORK — Black Friday 
fatigue is setting in.

Early discounting, more 
online shopping and a mixed 
economy meant fewer people 
shopped over Thanksgiving 
w e e k e n d , 
according to 
a survey of  
shoppers re-
leased Sun-
day by the 
National Re-
tail Federation.

Overall, 133.7 million people 
shopped at stores and online 
over the four-day holiday week-
end, down 5.2 percent from last 
year, according to a survey of  
4,631 people conducted by Pros-
per Insights & Analytics for the 
trade group.

Total spending for the week-
end is expected to fall 11 percent 
to $50.9 billion from an estimat-
ed $57.4 billion last year. Shop-
pers, on average, are expected to 
spend $380.95 over the four days, 
down 6.4 percent from $407.02 
last year. That marked the sec-
ond year in a row spending was 
down.

Part of  the reason is that Tar-
get, Macy’s, Wal-Mart and other 
major retailers pushed fat hol-
iday discounts as early as Hal-
loween and opened stores even 
earlier on Thanksgiving to kick 
off the holiday shopping season, 
stealing some thunder from 

Qatar frees, 
then detains, 
LA couple

DOHA, Qatar — Two Ameri-
cans were acquitted Sunday of  
wrongdoing by an appeals court 
in the death of their adopted 
daughter from Ghana after a 
nearly two-year legal ordeal. But 
their attempt to leave Qatar was 
thwarted hours later when immi-
gration officials refused to allow 
them to depart Doha’s airport.

In a roller-coaster day of  legal 
ups and downs, the couple, Mat-
thew and Grace Huang from Los 
Angeles, had their passports 
confiscated in the airport depar-
ture area as U.S. diplomatic offi-
cials, including the U.S. ambas-
sador, Dana Shell Smith, were 
in private meetings with Qatari 
officials nearby.

“Whatever excitement they 
had has been replaced by fear,” 
Eric Volz, a member of  the legal 
team that has been representing 
the Huangs, said in a telephone 
interview from the airport. “It’s 
like a showdown here.”

He said that it was unclear 
why the Huangs had not been 
permitted to leave and that the 
office of  the Qatar attorney 
general might have ordered the 
couple to remain in the coun-
try pending a possible further 
appeal of  their acquittal by the 
prosecution. Qatari lawyers 
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Fewer shoppers turn out 
over weekend amid earlier 

deals, mixed economy
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