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PELOSI ELECTED HOUSE MINORITY LEADER: 
SF Democrat fends off ouster attempt by Ohio 
rival to win another term as speaker / B1
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RP MAYOR AT MILESTONE » 
Mackenzie poised to serve 
sixth term as city leader.  A4

MYSTERIOUS PYGMY TREES » 
Coastal forests are home to 
enchanting tiny timbers.  D1

WINDSOR’S SURPRISE » On 
way to playoffs, Jaguars revel 
in unexpected success.  C1

Obamacare big question mark

Trump’s 
team lays 
out trade, 
tax plans

President-elect Donald 
Trump’s nascent administra-
tion on Wednesday began out-
lining the contours of  its strate-
gy for jump-starting the nation’s 

economy, in-
cluding how it 
would overhaul 
the tax code, 
rethink trade 
a g r e e m e n t s 
and directly 
negotiate with 

major corporations.
Treasury secretary nomi-

nee Steven Mnuchin rejected 
claims that Trump’s tax pro-
gram would benefit mainly the 
wealthy, instead highlighting 
plans for a child-care tax credit 
and a middle-class tax cut.

“There will be no absolute tax 

As the Republican-controlled 
Congress and President-elect 
Donald Trump declare the end 
of  Obamacare, local health care 
officials and providers are tak-
ing a “wait and see” approach, 
some of  them skeptical that 

Washington could so easily and 
quickly unravel a massive law 
that has been in effect for six 
years.

Since the beginning of  its 
implementation in 2010, tens of  
thousands of  Sonoma County 
residents have taken advantage 
of  the federal Affordable Care 
Act, which included a dramatic 

expansion of  Medicaid eligibili-
ty that nearly doubled the num-
ber of  local residents eligible to 
receive health coverage through 
Medi-Cal, the state’s Medicaid 
program.

The county’s community 
health centers greatly expanded 
their services, built new facil-
ities and hired doctors, nurses 
and social workers. Hospitals, 
physicians groups and health 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT » Officials remain vigilant,  
fearing that ‘our county would suffer tremendously’
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Cabinet nominees reject 
claims bulk of overhaul 
would benefit wealthy 
By YLAN Q. MUI  
AND MAX EHRENFREUND
WASHINGTON POST
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Deal allows 
Guardsmen to 
keep bonuses

WASHINGTON — Thousands 
of  California National Guard 
troops will not have to repay 
enlistment bonuses and bene-
fits they received a decade after 
they signed up to serve in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, according to a 
deal between House and Senate 
negotiators.

The agreement is included in 
a must-pass defense policy bill 
filed Wednesday and awaiting 
an expected House vote Friday, 
followed by action in the Senate 
next week.

The Pentagon had demanded 
the money after audits revealed 
overpayments by the Guard un-
der pressure to fill ranks and hit 
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Pediatric nurse 
practitioner 
Julia Chang 
examines Ga-
briella Cedillos, 
11, during her 
annual physical 
Wednesday  
at Roseland 
Pediatrics in 
Santa Rosa.
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President-elect 
pledges to leave 
business to 
avoid conflicts of 
interest / B1
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Alan, center, and Michael, right, who are from Colorado, stand outside Peet’s Coffee & Tea on Fourth Street on Wednesday in downtown Santa 
Rosa. Downtown merchants came together to sort out the continuing issues with Santa Rosa’s large homeless population.  

Merchants seek remedy 
for city’s homeless crisis  

Forum ignites discussion on solutions to problematic behavior

Concerns about disruptive behavior 
from homeless people in down-
town Santa Rosa took center stage 

Wednesday as business owners and other 
community leaders gathered to air frus-
trations, brainstorm solutions and learn 
about work already underway to alleviate 
the persistent problem.

More than 50 people attended a morning 
event organized by the city and the Santa 
Rosa Chamber of  Commerce at the offices 
of  zentiv agency on Fourth Street that 
officials hoped would trigger an ongoing 
discussion about how to address homeless-
ness in the commercial core of  Sonoma 
County’s largest municipality. 

“This kind of  challenge is not new, but 
it is something that needs to be dealt with, 
and organizing oneself  as a downtown is 
one excellent way of  handling ... and ul-
timately cleaning up after bad behavior,” 
said Santa Rosa Mayor John Sawyer. “So I 
do encourage you to stay on that note, and 

to consider this the beginning of  closing 
the gaps in what is happening downtown.”

While Santa Rosa’s homeless resident 
population is actually lower than it was 
just a few years ago, projects such as creek 
cleanup work and the SMART commuter 
rail line have made them more visible in 

public places as they’ve been pushed out 
of  campsites. That has fueled problems 
downtown, which attendees said Wednes-
day include loitering, panhandling and 
defecating, urinating or otherwise creat-
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Mark Auerbach, 
owner of  
Mark Allen  
Jewelers in 
Santa Rosa, 
speaks Wednes-
day at a Home-
less Collabora-
tive meeting, 
attended by 
business and 
community 
leaders, in 
Santa Rosa.
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