
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2017 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

SANTA ROSA
High 63, Low 42
THE WEATHER, C8

Business B8
Classified D10
Comics B6

Crossword B5
Editorial A12
Lotto A2

Movies D6
Obituaries B3
Sonoma Go D1

Sports C1
State news A6
TV B7

SF PIER KILLING: Jury finds Mexican man not 
guilty of murdering Kate Steinle in case that 
touched off national immigration debate / B1

©2017 
The Press 
Democrat

TRANSCENDENCE THEATRE » 
Holiday show’s theme: ‘We’re 
All in This Together’.   D1

CHAMPIONSHIP GAME » North 
Bay powerhouses Newman, 
Marin Catholic to face off.   C1

WINE BY THE CAN » At annual 
expo, experts talk about the 
shift away from bottles.   B8

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Jerin Sherman, 6, chases his sister Maya, 8, on Wednesday at Kringle’s Korner Christmas Trees in Santa Rosa. 

Ready for comfort, joy
HOLIDAY SEASON » Fire-weary residents turning out in droves  
to Christmas tree lots, and local vendors are prepared

Mike Gutzman was braced for sales 
to be soft after wildfires destroyed 
thousands of  Sonoma County 

homes that might otherwise be warmed 
this time of  year by the glow of  a Christ-
mas tree from his north Santa Rosa lot.

Instead, it appears fire-weary consum-
ers are eager to turn the page on weeks of  
shared trauma and grief, and are turning 
to the joyful traditions of  the winter hol-

iday season for 
consolation.

As soon as 
Thanksgiving 
was over and 
done, fresh-cut 

tree lots began luring droves of  people 
keen to find the perfect centerpiece for 
their Christmas celebration, several ven-
dors said.

“We were very concerned about the loss 
of  houses,” said 42-year veteran Gutzman, 
owner of  Kringle’s Korner Christmas 
Trees at the Luther Burbank Center for 
the Arts. “But we had the biggest weekend 
ever.”

Amid a much-publicized nationwide 
shortage of  fresh-cut Christmas trees, 
strong opening sales at local specialty lots 
may simply reflect shrewd consumers’ 

desire to shop early while availability and 
selection are at their peak, though local 
vendors said they were having no prob-
lems obtaining stock.

A reduction in the number of  stand-
alone Christmas tree lots in Sonoma Coun-
ty also may have concentrated customer 

demand at those that remain. At least 
three lots are no longer in operation this 
year for reasons that aren’t related to the 
fires, including one at the Sonoma County 
Fairgrounds in Santa Rosa, one in Cotati 
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“Most people seemed to want to put (the fire) behind them. There was one 
gentleman: just got a new job, a new place to live. He just wanted a tree.”
AMY MCCOY, niece of Mike Gutzman, who owns Kringle’s Korner Christmas Trees

Seasonal workers wrap a Christmas tree Wednesday at Kringle’s Korner Christmas Trees.

INSIDE
In wake of fires, mission of 
‘Santa ambassdor’ takes on a 
new significance  / A3

Tillerson said 
to be on verge 
of an ouster

WASHINGTON — The White 
House has developed a plan 
to force out Secretary of  State 
Rex Tillerson, whose relation-
ship with President Donald 
Trump has 
been strained, 
and replace 
him with Mike 
Pompeo, the 
CIA director, 
perhaps within 
the next several 
weeks, senior 
administration 
officials said 
Thursday.

Pompeo would probably be 
succeeded at the CIA by Sen. 
Tom Cotton, R-Arkansas, a key 
ally of  the president on national 
security matters, according to 
the White House plan. Cotton has 
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Tax bill hits snag over deficit

WASHINGTON — The Sen-
ate Republican tax bill, which 
had appeared to be cruising to 
victory, suffered a setback late 
Thursday as lawmakers were 
forced to contemplate signifi-

cant changes, including future 
tax increases, to help pay for 
the legislation.

The bill had gained momen-
tum in the morning when it 
picked up a key swing vote. But 
it came to a grinding, if  tempo-
rary, halt, as senators scram-
bled in the early evening to 
find ways to raise several hun-
dred billion dollars after some 
members objected to moving 
forward without a plan to safe-
guard against ballooning the 
deficit.

Lawmakers are now 
considering alterna-
tives, including rein-
stating the alterna-
tive minimum tax on 
some corporations and 
wealthy individuals, 
and raising the corpo-
rate rate above 20 per-
cent after some number 
of  years. A final vote on 
the bill is expected Friday af-
ter a series of  amendments are 
considered.

The push to raise money 

came after an analysis 
by the congressional 
Joint Committee on 
Taxation found that 
the tax cuts would not 
pay for themselves by 
generating enough rev-
enue through economic 
growth to offset the tax 
cuts, as Republicans 
have claimed, but would 

instead add $1 trillion to budget 
deficits over the next 10 years.

Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tennes-
see, had already been on the 

fence over deficit concerns, and 
he insisted Thursday evening 
that the Senate leadership find 
a way to mitigate the cost of  the 
bill, lawmakers said.

“Sen. Corker has been pretty 
clear he doesn’t want any defi-
cit spending,” said Sen. John 
Cornyn of  Texas, the No. 2 Sen-
ate Republican.

The last-minute attempt to 
find revenue slowed, at least 
temporarily, what had ap-

GOP effort faces setback 
as committee finds it 
would cost $1 trillion
By JIM TANKERSLEY  
AND THOMAS KAPLAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Utility  
ruling 
could set 
standard

State regulators moved Thurs-
day to deny a California utilities 
giant the ability to pass costs 
from a wildfire legal settlement 
onto its customers — a decision 
that could have broad implica-
tions for the fire-ravaged North 
Bay.

With its unanimous 5-0 vote, 
the California Public Utilities 
Commission rejected San Di-
ego Gas & Electric’s request for 
authority to hike rates to cover  
$379 million in uninsured dam-
ages it must pay stemming from 
three costly wildfires in 2007. 
Ahead of  the meeting, commis-
sion staff recommended against 
granting the petition that both 
PG&E and Southern California 
Edison supported. Two of  the 
agency’s administrative judges 
wrote a lengthy opinion outlin-
ing how they found the publicly 
traded utility’s control and man-
agement of  its facilities before 

Fire costs can’t be put on 
customers, a decision that 
may affect North Bay 
BY KEVIN FIXLER
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