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Work on the 5.9-mile Highway 101 bypass that will direct traffic around Willits is about 55 percent complete, according to Caltrans.

Bypass costs soar
To finish embattled Willits project, Caltrans seeking additional  

$64 million, which, if approved, would add nearly 45 percent to budget

Caltrans is seeking an additional 
$64 million to complete construction 
on a highway bypass around Willits, 
a project that has been beset by nu-
merous delays and legal challenges 
from opponents who think the road is 
unnecessary and too environmentally 
damaging.

Caltrans officials have said that the 
delays, including for running afoul 
of  environmental permits needed to 
build in sensitive wetland areas, would 
lead to cost overruns. In a report for 
the California Transportation Com-
mission’s Dec. 10 meeting, the agency 
acknowledged for the first time the ex-
tent of  the overrun.

The Commission will decide wheth-
er to approve the cost increase, which 
would add nearly 45 percent to the 
project’s current budget of  $144 mil-
lion.

“The project has encountered nu-
merous unforeseen issues during the 
first two construction seasons, which 
have resulted in unanticipated costs 
that have exhausted the project’s 10 
percent contingency,” said Phil Fris-
bie, a Caltrans spokesman.

Work on the 5.9-mile Highway 101 
bypass that will direct traffic around 
the town of  Willits is 55 percent com-
plete, Frisbie said. It is expected to 
open in the summer of  2017, two years 
behind schedule.

The Willits bypass has become one 
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A DAy To CelebrATe GenerosiTy

When Constance Griz-
zell steps into Sonoma 
Valley businesses 

today, she won’t be a consumer. 
She’ll be a woman with a credit 
card reader, a list of  needy fam-
ilies and an appeal for commu-
nity help.

She’ll also be part of  a global 
effort called Giving Tuesday, 
a day that more than 10,000 non-
profits have set aside in order to 
gain donations and volunteers, 
often with the help of  social me-
dia. The participating groups 
have timed their efforts as al-
ternatives to the mass shopping 
events of  Black Friday, Small 
Business Saturday and Cyber 
Monday.

Grizzell is the founder and 
co-chairwoman of  the Sonoma 
Valley Holiday Program, which 
last year provided holiday gifts 
and other help to nearly 1,300 

people. Armed with a PayPal 
card reader, she plans today to 
ask local business owners to 
pitch in with donations ranging 
from $350 to $1,000.

“Hopefully, they will swipe 
their card and we’ll have a 
family adopted,” she said. Her 
aim is to give the less fortunate 
“a sense that the community 
cares.”

A growing number of  
Sonoma County nonprofits are 
taking part in Giving Tuesday, 
which was founded in 2012 by 
New York’s 92nd Street Y in 

County nonprofits seek 
to tap residents’ charitable 

side on Giving Tuesday
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Republicans face tricky balancing act

WASHINGTON — Congres-
sional Republicans who re-
turned to Washington on Mon-
day found themselves facing a 
treacherous 10 days as they try 
to balance their desire to fight 
President Barack Obama’s ex-

ecutive action on immigration 
with the political imperative not 
to shut down the government.

Congress must pass a broad 
spending bill before Dec. 11 to 
prevent a government shut-
down. But Obama’s executive 
action last month, which could 
allow up to 5 million people 
now in the country illegally to 
live and work without threat of  
deportation, has inflamed Re-
publicans and complicated their 
calculation over what should be 
a routine spending fight.

House Republicans are re-

viewing a plan by Rep. Tom 
Price of  Georgia, who is popu-
lar among more conservative 
members, that offers a hybrid 
solution: a combination of  a 
broad-based spending bill that 
would keep the government 
funded through September 2015 
and a stopgap spending mea-
sure to pay for operations of  the 
Department of  Homeland Secu-
rity, the agency with primary 
responsibility for carrying out 
Obama’s immigration action.

That plan, which is being 
called the “Cromnibus” for its 

combined elements of  a con-
tinuing resolution for the short-
term portion and omnibus for 
the broader-based spending, 
will be discussed when House 
Republicans gather this morn-
ing in a closed-door meeting.

The rationale behind the 
short-term measure is that Re-
publicans could revisit it early 
next year when they will control 
both chambers of  Congress and, 
they believe, have more leverage 
in negotiating with Obama over 
immigration.

FOR A GOOD 
CAUSE:  
Kathy Ramos 
takes a cardio 
hip-hop class 
Monday at 
the YMCA in 
Santa Rosa. The 
Sonoma County 
Family YMCA is 
hoping to raise 
$5,000 today.

TURN TO REPUBLICANS, PAGE A7

By ASHLEY PARKER
NEW YORK TIMES

Obama 
to tighten 

police 
gear rules

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Barack Obama, grappling 
with how to respond to the ra-
cial unrest in Ferguson, Mo., 
and a wave of  anger at law en-
forcement of-
ficials across 
the country, 
said Monday 
that he would 
tighten stan-
dards on the 
provision of  
military-style 
equipment to 
local police de-
partments and 
provide funds 
for police of-
ficers to wear 
cameras.

But Obama 
stopped short 
of  curtailing the transfer of  
military-grade gear to local law 
enforcement authorities and 
continued to put off a visit to 
Ferguson. Instead, the White 
House tried to channel the rage 
over the fatal police shooting 
of  a black teenager there into 
a national debate about how to 
restore trust between the police 
and the public.

Administration officials said 
they concluded after a review 
that the vast majority of  trans-
fers of  military-style equipment 
strengthened local policing, 
even after the police in Ferguson 
were criticized for heavy-hand-
ed use of  such gear to quell 
protests last summer. But the 
officials said local authorities 
needed common standards in 
the types of  hardware they re-
quested and better training in 
how to use it.

All told, the changes were 
modest, and Obama himself  
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President vows to address 
‘simmering distrust,’ fund 

cameras for officers to wear

By MARK LANDLER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Barack 
Obama
President said, 
“Ferguson laid 
bare a problem 
that is not unique 
to St. Louis.”

Congressional GOP weighs 
immigration action while 
trying to avoid shutdown
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PROJECT DETAILS

Caltrans has requested an 
additional $64 million to 
complete a highway bypass 
around Willits. The project’s 
current budget is $144 million.
The project has been delayed 
by legal challenges, permit 
issues and now the weather. 
Caltrans officials say the 
delays will lead to overruns.
The California Transportation 
Commission will decide 
whether to approve the 
cost increase.
The bypass is expected to 
open in the summer of 2017, 
two years behind schedule.


