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NEW BABY AND NEW INITIATIVE: Facebook’s 
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Boys on Santa Rosa High soccer team pay 
tribute to inspirational coach Sports

SR WATER RATES GOING UP
New cost structure approved Empire
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Pumpkin cake still rolling Food+Wine

ZACH GIBSON / New York Times

Sen. Dianne Feinstein 
holds her passport Nov. 19  
while discussing biometric 
data in Washington.

Water 
savings’ 
dip OK, 
for now 

Warm weather in October 
caused California’s water sav-
ings rate to dip below Gov. Jer-
ry Brown’s 25 percent statewide 
standard for the first time since 
the state’s emergency drought 
regulations took effect at the 
start of  summer, but water reg-
ulators said they were still sat-
isfied with the public’s response 
to the drought.

The statewide water con-
servation rate in October was 
22.2 percent, down from 26.2 per-
cent in September, compared 
with the same months in 2013, 
the baseline year for determin-
ing water savings.

Santa Rosa, which provides 
water to 170,974  people, posted 
a 21.2 percent conservation rate 
in October, below the statewide 
rate, the water board said. The 
city’s cumulative water savings, 
from June through October, 
were 25.6  percent, well above 
the city’s state-mandated target 
of  16 percent.

The figures show that Cali-
fornians are continuing to save, 
albeit at a lower rate during a 
month that brought above-nor-
mal temperatures to most of  the 

Feinstein leads 
push to restrict 

visa-free 
travel to US

WASHINGTON — Demo-
cratic Sen. Dianne Feinstein is 
leading a push in the Senate to 
tighten restrictions on foreign 
travelers to the United States in 
the wake of  the Paris terror at-
tacks, but tourism leaders argue 
that Feinstein’s proposal goes 
too far.

Feinstein introduced a bill 
Tuesday to clamp down on a 
program that allows people 
from 38 countries, mostly Eu-
ropean but also allies such as 
Australia, Japan and South Ko-
rea, to travel to the United States 
without a visa.

Her proposal would require 
that travelers be fingerprinted 
before arriving in the United 
States and would forbid anyone 
who had visited Iraq or Syria in 
the past five years from coming 
to America without a visa — a 
process that sometimes takes 
weeks and involves an interview 
at a U.S. Consulate.
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By GUY KOVNER
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North Coast reflects state as 
regulators stay satisfied with 
conservation level in October

Redwood Hill’s sale 
marks ‘end of an era’ 

REDWOOD 
HILL FARM
Founded: 1978 by 
Jennifer Bice
Location: Sebastopol 
Employees: 75
Buyer: Emmi, the 
largest milk processor 
in Switzerland, with 
more than $3.3 billion 
in 2014 sales

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

Jennifer Bice shifts racks of cheese in storage Tuesday at Redwood Hill Farm & Creamery in Sebastopol. Bice has sold the 37-year-old 
operation to Swiss dairy giant Emmi for an undisclosed amount.

Redwood Hill Farm & Creamery, a Sebasto-
pol dairy that helped to pioneer the market for 
goat milk and cheese in the United States, an-
nounced a deal Tuesday to sell the 37-year-old 
company to Switzerland’s largest milk produc-
er.

Swiss dairy giant Emmi will retain all 75 em-
ployees at Redwood Hill and continue to oper-
ate the creamery at its current location in Se-
bastopol, founder Jennifer Bice said.

Bice, who grew up on her parents’ goat dairy 
farm and turned a 4-H project into a national 
brand, will retain ownership of  her farm and 
300 goats. She will continue to oversee opera-
tions for several years until she retires.

“It’s quite emotional,” Bice, 61, said Tuesday 
after announcing the sale. “It’s a new chapter. 

A lot is happening, but it’s very exciting. I’m 
very happy.”

Financial terms were not disclosed.
Emmi is the largest milk processor in Swit-

zerland, reporting more than $3.3  billion in 
sales last year, according to the Lucerne com-
pany’s website. It operates subsidiaries in 
13 countries and exports its products to more 
than 60 countries around the world.

“Redwood Hill Farm is a jewel in the U.S. 
dairy community, built by Jennifer Bice,” Mat-
thias Kunz, vice president for the Americas at 
Emmi, said in a statement. “With dedication to 
Sonoma County and its people, she pioneered 
the U.S. goat movement from the start with 
compassion for employees and a sustainable 
environment. We are really humbled to have 
been chosen as the partner for Redwood Hill’s 
future and are very pleased to be able to count 

How $84,000 hepatitis drug got its price

WASHINGTON — Gilead Sci-
ences executives were acutely 
aware in 2013 that their plan 
to charge an exorbitantly high 
price for a powerful new hepa-
titis C drug would spark public 
outrage, but they pursued the 
profit-driven strategy anyway, 
according to a Senate Finance 
Committee investigation report 
released Tuesday.

“Let’s not fold to advocacy 
pressure in 2014,” Kevin Young, 
Gilead’s executive vice presi-
dent for commercial operations, 
wrote in an internal email. 
“Let’s hold our position whatev-
er competitors do or whatever 
the headlines.”

Gilead gained federal ap-
proval for its drug Sovaldi in 
late 2013 and ultimately settled 
on the price of  $84,000 for a 12-
week course of  treatment. To 
the company, that price seemed 
to deliver the right balance: val-
ue to shareholders while also 
not so high that insurers would 
“hinder patient access to un-
comfortable levels,” according 
to internal documents. But they 

SCOTT NELSON / New York Times

Gilead’s first breakthrough hepatitis drug, Sovaldi, was priced at 
$1,000 per pill, or $84,000 for a course of treatment. Its more costly, 
next-generation pill is priced at $94,500 for a course of treatment.

SEBASTOPOL GOAT DAIRY

37-year-old farm, creamery that began as 4-H project bought by Swiss firm

By CHRISTI WARREN
The PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO DAIRY, PAGE A8

By CAROLYN Y. JOHNSON  
and BRADY DENNIS
WASHINGTON POST
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Senate review sheds light 
on company’s tactics to ‘not 
fold to advocacy pressure’

“I really wanted to have ... it continue here in Sonoma County. I wanted  
to find a company that would, as much as possible, stay true to our values.”

 JENNIFER BICE, founder of Redwood Hill Farm & Creamery in Sebastopol

Jennifer Bice


