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Mattis is Trump’s defense pick
Retired general who led
Marine division in 2003
is vocal critic of Iran
By MICHAEL R. GORDON
AND ERIC SCHMITT
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — President-elect Donald Trump said
on Thursday he had chosen
James Mattis, a hard-charging
retired general who led a Marine
division to Baghdad during the

2003 invasion of Iraq, to serve as
his secretary of defense.
Trump made the announcement at a rally in Cincinnati,
calling Mattis “the closest thing
we have to Gen. George Patton.”
Mattis, 66, led the U.S. Central
Command, which oversees military operations in the Middle
East and Southwest Asia, from
2010 to 2013. His tour there was
cut short by the Obama administration, which believed that he
was too hawkish on Iran.
But his insistence that Iran is

the greatest threat to peace in
the Middle East, as well as his
acerbic criticism of President
Barack Obama’s initial efforts
to combat the Islamic State in
Iraq and Syria, made him an attractive choice for the incoming
president.
After retiring from the military, Mattis told Congress that
the administration’s “policy of
disengagement in the Middle
East” had contributed to the
rise of extremism in the region.
The U.S., he told lawmakers in

2015, needs to “come out from
our reactive crouch and take a
firm, strategic stance in defense
of our values.”
But in some important policy areas, Mattis differs from
Trump, who last week began
filling the top ranks of his
national security team with
hard-liners. Mattis believes, for
instance, that Trump’s conciliatory statements toward Russia
are ill informed. Mattis views
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State decision looms on
abalone harvest limits

punish firms for outsourcing jobs / B1

State
blasted
on water
proposal
Environmentalists claim
farmers should make
more drought cutbacks
By ELLEN KNICKMEYER
AND SCOTT SMITH
ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRESNO — State officials
crafting a new conservation
plan for the state’s dry future
drew criticism from environmentalists Thursday for failing
to require more cutbacks of
farmers, who use 80 percent of
the water consumed by people.
Gov. Jerry Brown ordered up
the state plans for improving
long-term conservation in May,
when he lifted a statewide mandate put in place at the height of
California’s drought for 25 percent water conservation by cities and towns.
Ben Chou, a water policy analyst with the Natural Resources
Defense Council, criticized state
planners for not mandating any
new water savings by farm water districts.
“There’s been a huge difference all along in what urban water districts have been required
TURN TO WATER » PAGE A11
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Patrick Reesink of Guerneville heads back to shore with his limit of abalone at Ocean Cove on Wednesday. The state Fish and Game Commission is
set to decide Wednesday in San Diego on the abalone harvest limits, which affect catches along the Sonoma and Mendocino coasts.

Popular mollusks suffering from starvation caused by habitat disruption
GETTING
INVOLVED

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

C

oncern about abnormal ocean conditions off
the North Coast is prompting a move by state
wildlife officials to restrict next year’s abalone
fishery, perhaps halving the number of sea snails individual hunters would be permitted to harvest and even
lopping a month or two off the traditional seven-month
season.
The dramatic cutback proposed for the popular
recreational fishery comes as red abalone stocks are
showing the severe effects of wide-scale habitat disruption, including the die-off of kelp forests, leading to
starvation for abalone and other sea life.
While the survival of the species is not currently in
question, the sustainability of the fishery is “threatened,” said Sonke Mastrup, environmental program
manager for California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s marine region.
“We should try to be a little conservative until we
know what is going to transpire, because if you overdo
it, it’s hard to take back,” Mastrup said. “Once you’ve
killed too many, you’ve killed too many.”
The state Fish and Game Commission is set to decide
Wednesday in San Diego on the abalone harvest limits,
including several proposals meant to protect stocks
that draw divers and pickers by the thousands to the
wave-battered Sonoma and Mendocino coasts from
April to November each year.

Reesink tags his limit of three abalone on the beach at
Ocean Cove on Wednesday, the last day of the season.
Longtime abalone hunters appear largely resigned to
some kind of restrictions for next year, though they’re
lobbying for what they believe is improved science to
bolster future decisions on the fishery.
Wildlife officials say the declining abalone densities
and poor conditions mandate action under a statewide
management plan.
The emergency effort comes amid shocking reports
of underwater landscapes barren of the lush kelp
TURN TO ABALONE » PAGE A2

■ State Fish and
Wildlife representatives will attend a
town hall meeting
Saturday in Fort
Bragg. Presented
by the Watermen’s
Alliance, the meeting
runs from noon to
4 p.m. at the C.V. Starr
Community Center,
300 South Lincoln St.
■ The state Fish and
Game commission
is meeting over two
days next week in
San Diego and will
take up the emergency abalone proposal
on Wednesday. The
meeting will be livestreamed online
at cal-span.org.
ONLINE: More information is available
at fgc.ca.gov.

WIN EXPO

Cannabis in
mind at wine
conference
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A crowd of more than 200 people representing both the wine
and cannabis industries turned
out Thursday at the Sonoma
County Fairgrounds to listen to
a discussion on possible business
collaborations between the two,
once marijuana is legalized for
recreational use in California.
The message was clear during
a forum at the WIN Expo conference that while there needs to
be rules written at both the state
and federal level, businesses in
both sectors already are thinking about the opportunities.
Local wineries publicly have
kept their distance from the
cannabis industry, especially
as no vintner wants to risk his
federal permit to sell wine by ofTURN TO CANNABIS » PAGE A11
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