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MAKING BETTER USE OF FALLEN LEAVES »  
Mulch can be a simple and ecologically 
sound way to enrich your soil.   D1

STANFORD FALLS TO USC IN PAC-12 FINAL »  
If Cardinal hope to make playoffs next 
year, they’ll need a QB, Barber says.   C1

COOKING UP AID 
FOR FIRE VICTIMS »  
Cheesecake-
making “College 
Confectionista” 
selling ballcaps  
as fundraiser.   A3
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A BIT OF CHRISTMAS: With the illuminating help of car headlamps, Maelani Salido, 12, stands on her toes Thursday night to straighten the star atop a Christmas tree 
that her family and friends put up where the Salido’s home once stood on Kerry Lane in Santa Rosa’s Coffey Park neighborhood.

Glowing with hope

A t night before silhouettes of  burned evergreens, 
on ground newly cleared of  ashes, May Salido 
and her three children set out a Christmas tree.

With two strings of  solar-powered lights and a boxful 
of  colored glass ornaments, the 6-foot fir represents a 
new landmark. It shows where the family’s two-story 
house once stood in Coffey Park.

For Salido, Thursday night’s tree lighting amounted to 
a small step forward in a Santa Rosa neighborhood lev-
eled by wildfire and undergoing a massive debris cleanup.

“It’s the first thing I put back on my lot,” Salido said. 
She stood on bare dirt and looked out to a darkened street 
where two behemoth excavators sat near her driveway, 

their bucketlike shovels resting on the asphalt.
It’s beginning to look a little like Christmas in Coffey 

Park.
A smattering of  neighbors have placed trees, 

wreaths or signs on their burned lots. Meanwhile, 
some homes that remain standing in the area have 
busted out the outdoor lights and decorations.

An ornament-making party is scheduled for Sunday 
in the public park for which the neighborhood gets its 
name. And neighbors are talking on social media about 
expanding the outdoor decorations and bringing more 
encouragement to one another this holiday season.

Jeff Okrepkie, the board chairman of  Coffey Strong, 
the newly named neighborhood rebuilding organization, 
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COFFEY PARK CHRONICLES » Neighborhood residents putting up  
Christmas trees, decorations as symbols of encouragement

ABOUT  
THE SERIES
As part of an ongoing 
series, The Press 
Democrat is following 
the residents and 
recovery of Coffey 
Park, the Santa Rosa 
neighborhood  
destroyed by the 
Tubbs fire. Read all of 
the stories online at   
pressdemocrat.com

Flynn guilty of lying to FBI

Race to halt waste runoff, erosion
Far from the grapevines he 

usually tends, vineyard worker 
Ruben Garcia used a 4-pound 
sledgehammer to drive wood-
en stakes through a roll of  rice 
straw stretched along a street 
curb this week in fire-ravaged 
Fountaingrove.

“That works,” said Garcia, 
wearing jeans, a blue jacket and 
baseball cap.

He offered a few pointers 
on technique to Suzi Redlich, 
kneeling next to him on the 
asphalt amid the incinerated 
homes and a Santa Rosa fire sta-
tion on Newgate Court.

Redlich, an executive assis-
tant for external affairs, and 
Garcia both work for Jackson 
Family Wines, which provided 
a volunteer labor force for one 
day of  the urgent, post-fire mis-
sion that also gained support 
from the city of  Santa Rosa, two 

environmental nonprofits and 
the North Coast Regional Water 
Quality Control Board.

“Time is of  the essence,” said 
Bruce McConnell, a former city 
finance chief  whose home was 
among more than 1,000 reduced 
to ashes by the Tubbs fire, which 
burned down most of  Fountain-
grove last month.

McConnell’s project is aimed at 
keeping the chemicals and toxins  
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Aaron Schrieber-Stainthorp throws a wattle from a truck to volunteers 
Wednesday as part of an erosion-prevention project in Santa Rosa’s 
Fountaingrove neighborhood, which was damaged by the Tubbs fire.

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump’s former national security advis-
er Michael Flynn pleaded guilty Friday to 
lying to the FBI about conversations with 
the Russian ambassador last December, 
becoming the first senior White House offi-

cial to cut a cooperation deal in the special 
counsel’s wide-ranging inquiry into elec-
tion interference.

Flynn’s discussions with Sergey Kislyak, 
the Russian ambassador, were part of  a co-
ordinated effort by Trump’s aides to create 
foreign policy before they were in power, 
documents released as part of  Flynn’s 
plea agreement show. Their efforts un-
dermined the existing policy of  President 
Barack Obama and flouted a warning from 
a senior Obama administration official to 
stop meddling in foreign affairs before the 
inauguration.

The documents do not disclose what 

Trump knew about Flynn’s discussions. 
But in at least one instance, prosecutors 
say, Flynn was directed by a “very senior 
member” of  the presidential transition 
team to discuss a U.N. resolution. Trump’s 
lawyers believe that unnamed aide was 
Trump’s son-in-law and close adviser, Jar-
ed Kushner, according to a lawyer briefed 
on the matter.

The transition team was led by Vice 
President Mike Pence. Its top members in-
cluded Kushner; Reince Priebus, Trump’s 
first chief  of  staff; and K.T. McFarland, 

RUSSIA INQUIRY » Plea deal 
means former top adviser for 
Trump will assist investigators
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Former national security adviser 
Michael Flynn leaves court after 
pleading guilty Friday in Washington.

Sen. Susan Collins

Senate 
passes  
GOP tax 
overhaul

WASHINGTON — The Senate 
passed the most sweeping tax 
rewrite in decades early today, 
with Republicans lining up to 
approve an overhaul that will 
touch almost every corner of  
the U.S. economy, affecting fam-
ilies, small business owners and 
multinational 
corporations, 
with the big-
gest benefits 
flowing to the 
highest-earn-
ing Americans.

S e n a t o r s 
voted 51-49, as 
Re p u b l i c a n s 
approved the 
nearly 500-
page bill in the early morning 
hours after lawmakers received 
a rewritten version, which con-
tained significant changes from 
the original bill that passed two 
Senate panels last month along 
party lines. The last-minute 
revisions prompted an outcry 
from Democrats, who said it was 
impossible — and irresponsible 
— for lawmakers to read and di-
gest a significant piece of  legisla-
tion in such a short time.

Speaking on the Senate floor 

Sweeping rewrite had 
last-minute revisions, 
angering Democrats
By JIM TANKERSLEY  
AND THOMAS KAPLAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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ANALYSIS
Nine years 
after Republicans 
opposed stimulus 
plan over deficit 
concerns, the 
party voted for 
tax plan 
to increase 
federal debt / A10


