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President Donald Trump

Global
financial
crisis on
horizon?

Tribal casino, resort
wielding wider clout

Economy stalling while
most nations still trying
to recover from recession
By PETER S. GOODMAN
NEW YORK TIMES

LONDON — Only a few
months ago, the world’s fortunes appeared increasingly
robust. For the first time since
the wealth-destroying agony of
the global financial crisis, every
major economy
TRADE FIGHT was growing in
unison.
CEASE-FIRE
So much for
Trump agrees
all that.
to pause plans
The
global
to raise tariffs on
economy is now
$200 billion in
palpably weakChinese goods
ening, even as
in January / B6
most countries
are still grappling with the damage from that last downturn.
Many nations are mired in stagnation or sliding that way. Oil prices
are falling and factory orders are
diminishing, reflecting slackening demand for goods. Companies
are warning of disappointing
profits, sending stock markets
into a frenetic bout of selling that
reinforces the slowdown.
Germany and Japan have both
contracted in recent months.
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CHANGING CLIMATE
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GENERATING TOURIST TRAFFIC: Vehicle lights stream in front of the entrance to the Graton Resort & Casino on Nov. 16, just outside the city limits of Rohnert Park.
The 254-acre property has become one of Sonoma County’s largest private employers and cemented its status as a tourist destination in the Bay Area.

Bay Area’s largest gambling
site has established itself,
raked in riches, given
millions over past 5 years
By J.D. MORRIS AND KEVIN FIXLER
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By ALYSON KRUEGER
NEW YORK TIMES

Mark Dalski is an owner of
Highview Creations, a company
that designs and builds green
roofs in New York City, and
he knows a lot about climate
change. That’s why he is working on his escape.
Dalski, 33, lives in Greenwich,
Connecticut, but he can envision a time when his home there
might be besieged by extreme
weather and rising sea levels. So
he bought 4 acres of land in the
Catskill Mountains, in Roxbury,
New York, where he is building
a home that is as sustainable
and self-sufficient as possible.
To date, he has drilled a well,
set up poles for power lines and
designed a septic system that has
been approved by the New York
City Department of Environmental Protection. (The property is in the city’s watershed.)
He is working on designing
and then securing building

ive years ago, the largest casino in the Bay
Area threw open its doors on the western
outskirts of Rohnert Park amid much fear
— and hope — about the ways it would change
Sonoma County.
Thousands of people clogged Highway 101
and side streets to experience the debut of the
$825 million Las Vegas-style gambling hub, built in
a former cow pasture in a collaboration between
a Nevada casino giant and a once-destitute Native
American tribe.
Critics warned the
320,000-square-foot facility would
lead to sharp increases in traffic,
crime and personal bankruptcies while damaging the region’s
environment and depleting its
groundwater supply. Advocates
countered it would unleash an
economic tidal wave that would
Greg
create jobs, fill government
Sarris
coffers and lift the fortunes of
Chairman of
a tribe whose traditional lands
the Federated
Indians of Graton were taken away by Congress
more than 150 years ago.
Rancheria
The true impact, however,
has been more subtle — and more potent — than
many had anticipated.
While traffic has calmed since the Graton
Resort & Casino opened on Nov. 5, 2013, tens of
thousands still pour into the massive gambling
hall each week, according to its leadership.
All the while, the 254-acre casino property has
become one of Sonoma County’s largest private
employers and cemented its status as a Bay Area
tourist destination.
And the Federated Indians of Graton Ranche-

HITTING THE SLOTS: Cathy MacCallum of Santa Rosa plays in an electronic slot tournament during
a promotion Nov. 16 for the fifth anniversary of the Graton Resort & Casino.
ria, which owns the casino, has begun flexing
its political muscle in new and significant ways,
launching campaigns worth hundreds of thousands of dollars while the casino generates
revenue that tribal leaders say is in the hundreds
of millions of dollars.
Tribal members have benefited greatly from the
casino since it began welcoming patrons. Graton’s
profits have funded annual payouts to members of
the tribe, as well as the growth of social programs
and college scholarships. Supporters of the casino
say the broader community has benefited, too, both
from the tribe’s expanding charitable donations in
addition to tens of millions of dollars in required
contributions toward local government budgets.
“We had dreams of providing great jobs for
people. We had dreams of supporting the local
economy. We had dreams of furthering our mission of environmental stewardship and social justice,” said Greg Sarris, Graton Rancheria’s tribal
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“It’s operating,
and it seems
to have kind
of found its
place within the
community, and
the community
has found
its place with it.”
DAVID RABBITT,

Sonoma County Supervisor
whose district encompasses
the casino property
near Rohnert Park
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KRINGLE’S KORNER CHRISTMAS TREES
50 Mark West Springs Rd.
Santa Rosa (LBC) 707-579-8474 • Find us on Facebook!

GRANDMA BUDDY’S CHRISTMAS TREES
8575 Graton Rd. Sebastopol
707-823-4547 • www.grandmastrees.com

GRATON FIRE DEPARTMENT
All proceeds benefit the Graton Fire Department
Take 10% off with this ad
3750 Gravenstein Hwy North. Sebastopol • 707-322-2091 • www.gratonfire.com

