WWW.PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2014

SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA

WINNING RECIPES,
TASTY GIFT IDEAS

A BIG WIN FOR NEWMAN

Basketball team outplays Marin Catholic C1

CORNERSTONE DEAL

Top holiday cookies named in annual contest;
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SR council chooses Sawyer for mayor
Returning councilman wins post
by 1-vote margin; newcomer
Coursey voted in as vice mayor
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMO C RAT

John Sawyer was named the new
mayor of Santa Rosa by his City
Council colleagues Tuesday night
and Chris Coursey the new vice
mayor, a surprise outcome that some
said signaled the council is commit-

Plans aim
to avoid
UC fee
increases

ted to a fresh start after years of
caustic political strife.
Sawyer, a longtime downtown retailer who served on the council from
2004 to 2012, said he was honored and
humbled that his colleagues would
select him and he looked forward to
a positive two-year term.
“We’ve got some hard work ahead
of us,” said Sawyer, 59.
The vote was tight, however, with
Sawyer winning by a 4-3 margin.
Sawyer, Coursey, Julie Combs and
Gary Wysocky voted in favor of Sawyer for mayor, with Ernesto Oliva-

res, Tom Schwedhelm and Erin Carlstrom voting against. Those three
supported Carlstrom for mayor.
The votes were preceded by some
extraordinary parliamentary maneuvering triggered by the fact that
there was neither a mayor nor a vice
mayor to run the meeting once the
new council members were sworn
in. Mayor Scott Bartley, Vice Mayor
Robin Swinth and Councilman Jake
Ours all decided not to run again.
Though largely a ceremonial post,
the mayor serves a two-year term
and is paid $1,200 per month, com-

pared with $800 for other council
members. The vice mayor serves a
one-year term. The powers of the
mayor include setting the council
agenda and making appointments
to various boards and commissions.
The title also is viewed as an advantage to anyone running for re-election or higher office.
Without a mayor, questions arose
about who should run the vote for
the new mayor and how the voting
should proceed. City Clerk Terri
Griffin was selected to preside over

Mayor John
Sawyer
Returns to council
after serving from
2004 to 2012.
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“We want them just as much as many members of the public want them,
maybe for different reasons. They are there to protect the officers as much as anything else.”
DAN FISH, Petaluma police lieutenant, on wearable cameras for officers on duty

Camera ready

Legislators introduce
competing proposals to
boost college accessibility
By JUDY LIN
ASSOCIATED PRE S S

SACRAMENTO — Gov. Jerry
Brown isn’t expected to release
his new budget until next month
but higher education has already emerged as a contentious
topic with legislators introducing competing plans to avoid tuition increases at the University
of California and make college
more accessible.
Senate President Pro Tem
Kevin de Leon, D-Los Angeles,
introduced SB15 on Tuesday
that would increase
state
funding, redirect funds from
a scholarship
program, and
charge a higher
rate to out-ofstate students.
The
plan
Kevin
followed
one
de Leon
announced
State Senate
Monday by Aspresident pro tem sembly Speaker Toni Atkins,
who called for
implementing
so-called
zero-based budgeting for the
UC system, a
process
that
would force the
university each
Janet
year to justify
Napolitano
its spending.
UC president
Meanwhile,
new GOP Assemblywoman Young Kim of
Fullerton introduced a bill
shortly after being sworn in that
would freeze tuition at UC and
CSU while temporary tax hikes
remain in effect.
The competing proposals
will have to be worked out with
Brown to be included in his upcoming budget.
The plans came amid rising
anger over a decision by the UC
Board of Regents to increase tuition as much as 5 percent each
of the next five years unless the
state approves more money for
the 10-campus system.
UC President Janet Napolitano welcomed SB15, authored
by Sen. Marty Block, D-San Diego.
“The bill introduced today is
a promising first step toward
making sure that public higher
education benefits Californians
today and for generations to
come, and we look forward to
working with Senate Democrats
and other elected officials to seTURN TO FEE, PAGE A7
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Santa Rosa Police Officer Steve Merical demonstrates Taser International’s Axon Body video camera, which he is testing for
the department. Police officers in Cotati, Healdsburg and Sebastopol already wear cameras.

Most law enforcement officers in county to wear video cameras within year
By JULIE JOHNSON
T H E P R E SS DE M OC R AT

B

y this time next year, most
law enforcement officers
patrolling Sonoma County’s
streets will be wearing bodymounted cameras capable of capturing events as they unfold.
Already, police forces in Cotati,
Healdsburg and Sebastopol have
been recording traffic stops, field
sobriety tests and other encounters
with the public for much or all of
2014. Select Santa Rosa officers and
Sonoma County sheriff’s deputies
have been wearing cameras since
the spring, and both agencies ex-

pect to outfit most patrol personnel
with cameras by the end of 2015.
Calls for police to wear cameras
have become refrains across the
nation in response to unrest that
has spilled onto the streets in places
like Ferguson, Mo., where a white
officer shot and killed an unarmed
black teen.
Grappling with how to respond
to claims of systemic racial bias in
law enforcement, President Barack
Obama on Monday rolled out a
$253 million plan going before Congress that includes funding to help
outfit police across the nation with
body cameras.
In Sonoma County, sheriff’s

officials had already been looking
into body cameras when 13-yearold Andy Lopez, who was carrying
what looked like an AK-47, was shot
by a deputy on Oct. 22, 2013. The
shooting — and its unanswerable
questions — moved the cameras to
the top of priority lists.
“This incident was certainly a
call to action to do some of these
things much sooner than we might
have done,” Sonoma County Supervisor Efren Carrillo said of the
shooting.
On Tuesday, the Sonoma County
Board of Supervisors will consider
approving a $1 million, five-year
TURN TO CAMERAS, PAGE A7

NEXT STEPS
■ Supervisors on
Tuesday will
consider a
contract to begin
outfitting patrol
deputies with
body cameras.
■ In Santa Rosa
this week, the
chief will hear
from personnel,
who tested two
models, and
begin making a
plan to outfit the
patrol force.

Drakes Bay Oyster Co. allies drop lawsuit
Move signals apparent end
of battle over harvesting in
federally protected estuary
By GUY KOVNER
T H E P RE S S DE M OC R AT

A high-profile, two-year legal
battle over oyster farming in the
Point Reyes National Seashore
came to an apparent and anticlimactic end Tuesday when
a coalition of Marin County
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food interests dropped its case
against the U.S. Department of
the Interior.
The group had sought to extend Drakes Bay Oyster Co.’s
right to continue harvesting
oysters from Drakes Estero, a
federally protected estuary in
the national seashore.
But in a one-sentence statement filed with the U.S. District
Court in Oakland, an attorney
for the coalition said his clients,
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NEW LAWSUIT FILED AGAINST BILL COSBY:

Woman alleges comedian sexually assaulted
her in 1974, when she was a teenager / A3

Drakes Bay
Oyster Co.
worker
Sebastian
Lopez-Castillo
unloads
oysters along
Drakes Estero
in June.
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