
EXERCISING FOR 
HEALTHY HEART
HeartWorks cardiac program expanding to improve lives of needy patients Empire

CURRY SCORES 40 AS 
WARRIORS GO 20-0
With116-99 win, reigning MVP 
and Golden State set to face 
Raptors on Saturday Sports

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2015 WWW.PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA

SANTA ROSA
High 59, Low 40
THE WEATHER, B8

Business E1
Classified E4
Horoscope E3

Comics E8
Crossword E2
Editorial B6

Lotto A2
Movies B2
Obituaries B3

Scoreboard C5
State news A4
TV E3

JAILED 500 DAYS IN IRAN: The Washington Post 
and others amplify demands to free journalist 
and Bay Area native Jason Rezaian / A3

©2015 
The Press 
Democrat

DAVID BAUMAN / The Press-Enterprise

A couple embraces following a shooting that killed 14 people Wednesday at a social services facility in San Bernardino.

DEADLY MASS SHOOTINGS SINCE 2014

The San Bernadino attack Wednesday became the latest mass 
shooting in the U.S. and the worst since the Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School shooting, which left 26 people dead in Newtown, 
Conn. Here’s a look at some of the deadliest shootings since 2014:
Nov. 29, 2015: A gunman 
entered a Planned Parenthood 
clinic in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., and started firing. Police 
named Robert Lewis Dear 
as the suspect in the attacks. 
Three people were killed,  and  
nine people were injured.
Oct 1, 2015:  A shooting at 
Umpqua Community College in 
Roseburg, Ore., left 10 people 
dead and seven wounded, 
authorities said. Shooter 
Christopher Harper-Mercer, 26, 
killed himself.
June 17, 2015: Dylan Roof, 

21, shot and killed nine Afri-
can-American church members 
inside the Emanuel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Charleston, S.C.
April 2, 2014: A gunman 
at Fort Hood, Texas, kills three 
people and injures 16 others, 
according to military officials. 
The gunman died at the scene.
May 23, 2014: A community 
college student, Elliot Rodger, 
22, killed six people and 
wounded 13 others in shooting 
and stabbing attacks near 
Santa Barbara campus. 

— Press Democrat news services

Shooters kill 14  
in San Bernardino

GUNBATTLE: Man, woman killed by police SCENE: 13 injured in holiday party attack

SAN BERNARDINO — At least 
two heavily armed attackers 
opened fire on a holiday banquet 
at a social services center for the 
disabled Wednesday, killing 14 
people and seriously wounding 
more than a dozen others in a 
precision assault that looked “as if  
they were on a mission,” authori-
ties said.

About four hours later, po-
lice hunting for the killers rid-
dled a black SUV with gunfire 
in a shootout 2 miles from the 
late-morning carnage, and a man 
and woman with assault rifles, 
handguns and “assault-style cloth-
ing” were killed, San Bernardino 
Police Chief Jarrod Burguan said.

A third person who was spotted 
running near the gunbattle was 
detained, but Burguan said it was 
unclear if  that person had any-
thing to do with the crime.

The shooting at the social ser-
vices center occurred at a celebra-
tion for workers, not the disabled. 
It was the nation’s deadliest mass 
shooting since the attack at a school 
in Newtown, Conn., three years ago 
that left 26 children and adults dead.

The FBI is investigating sev-
eral possible motives, including 
workplace violence and terrorism, 
according to David Bowdich, assis-
tant director of  the bureau’s Los 
Angeles office. He did not elaborate.

Burguan identified the  
woman killed in the gunbattle as 
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Armored vehicles surround an SUV after a shootout with 
suspects Wednesday in San Bernardino. 

SMART 
deal paves 
way for 

bike path

Cycling advocates say a 
last-minute agreement ham-
mered out with Sonoma-Marin 
Area Rail Transit officials will 
prioritize a bike and pedestrian 
path that voters demanded in 
2008 when they approved con-
struction of  the commuter rail 
line.

The agreement, brokered by 
Rep. Jared Huffman, D-San Ra-
fael, calls for establishing a list 
of  higher priority pathway seg-
ments and identifying funding 
sources for those projects.

Cycling advocates had been 
threatening to sue SMART over 
a section of  pathway planned in 
San Rafael, a dispute that more 
generally speaks to concerns 
the rail agency is failing to 
meet its obligations to build the 
promised network. The agree-
ment, for now, appears to have 
addressed those concerns.  

“Overall, this is a very, very 
positive development. It increas-
es hope that the path will actual-
ly be built,” said Gary Helfrich, 
executive director of  the Sono-
ma County Bicycle Coalition.

Farhad Mansourian, SMART’s 
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Cycling advocates laud pact 
to prioritize project, which 

may take years to complete

Debate: Mass 
shootings  

on the rise?

More than one a day.
That is how often, on average, 

shootings that left four or more 
people injured or dead occurred 
in the United States this year, 
according to compilations of  
episodes derived from news re-
ports.

Including the worst mass 
shooting of  the year that un-
folded horrifically on Wednes-
day in San Bernardino, a total 
of  462  people have died and 
1,314  have been injured in ear-
lier shootings, many of  which 
occurred on streets or in public 
settings, the databases indicate.

It is impossible to know 
whether the number of  such 
shootings has risen in recent 
years because the databases go 
back only a couple of  years. And 
experts fiercely debate whether 
mass shootings that involve four 
or more deaths are on the rise. 
Four or more dead is a standard 
used by congressional research-
ers and other experts who study 
mass killings.

Nonetheless, the stream of  
shootings this year — including 

By SHARON LAFRANIERE 
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■ Rep. Thompson faults GOP over failed anti-gun violence bills / A7
■ FBI: 185,345 background checks for Black Friday gun sales / A4

House OKs 
revisions to 

No Child Left 
Behind law

WASHINGTON — The House 
on Wednesday approved a 
sweeping bill to revise the con-
tentious No Child Left Behind 
law, representing the end of  an 
era in which the federal gov-
ernment aggressively policed 
public school performance, and 
returning control to states and 
local districts.

No Child Left Behind, which 
had strong bipartisan backing 
when it passed in 2001, was the 
signature education initiative of  
George W. Bush, who said the 
failure of  public schools to teach 
poor students and minorities re-
flected the “soft bigotry of  low 
expectations.”

That law ushered in high-
stakes testing to measure stu-
dent progress in reading and 
math between the third and 
eighth grades. Schools were re-
quired to make every child in 
the nation proficient in those 
subjects by 2014, as measured by 
standardized tests.

Schools that failed to hit tar-
gets along the way were subject 
to federally required sanctions, 
ranging from tutoring to school 
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