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WORKER SHORTAGE: As 
county moves to rebuild 
after October fires, many 
contractors struggle to fill 
positions for projects / E1

INSIDE
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CHANGING CLIENTS: Adrian Garcia of Wine2Water Cleaning dusts a light at a home Thursday in Novato. Roughly a third of his business in Santa Rosa vanished after 
the Tubbs fire, forcing many who perform services for homeowners to take jobs in southern Sonoma County and farther south.

Loss of homes sends 
workers scrambling

Businesses serving homes, landscaping, pools grapple with loss of clients

In the years they spent clean-
ing homes in Santa Rosa, 
Adrian and Heather Garcia 

became intimately familiar 
with the family treasures they 
needed to handle with care. 

Baby handprints made of  
plaster. Bronze booties. Kids’ art 
projects hung on walls. Framed 
family photos. These are what 
their clients prized the most.

So Adrian Garcia’s heart 
sank when he returned to a hill-
side neighborhood the day after 
the Tubbs fire ravaged northern 
Santa Rosa. The homes once 
served by his company, Water-

2Wine Cleaning, stood in ruins.
Driving around police bar-

ricades, Garcia took cellphone 
photos of  six still-smoldering 
homes and sent them to their 
owners. He couldn’t restore 
the things his customers had 
cherished, but he could allevi-
ate their uncertainty about the 
status of  their homes.

“Seeing it for the first time 
after the fire had gone through 
was heartbreaking,” Garcia 
said. “It was the families — I 
wasn’t even concerned about 
the business. ... I wondered, 
‘Where are these people going 
to go? How are they going to 

Push for backup garage door batteries 

As Santa Rosa resident Cheryl 
Diehm raced to escape her Oak-
mont home in the first hours of  
October’s deadly firestorm, she 
encountered an unexpected ob-
stacle: Her garage door would 

not open. The power was out, the 
electricity cut off after nearby 
blazes had toppled utility lines.

Diehm, 69, pulled the cord de-
signed to bypass the door’s elec-
tronic system so she could open 
the door manually. But when she 
attempted to pull up the heavy 
wooden door, she could only lift 

it about 2 feet off the ground. 
“I put the garage door down and 

repeated the whole process two or 
three times,” Diehm said. “I could 
get it only 2 feet, and I couldn’t get 
it to budge any further than that. 
This is a garage door that I have 
gotten up in the past.” 

Thankfully for Diehm, a 
Kenwood couple fleeing the 
fire stopped and — with diffi-
culty — helped her raise the 
door, allowing her to drive out 

with her two cats and pick up a  
90-year old neighbor on the way. 

It was an unsettling experi-
ence for Diehm, a former district 
aide for Rep. Mike Thompson 
and veteran of  North Bay polit-
ical circles. Many of  her neigh-
bors in the Santa Rosa retire-
ment community encountered 
similar difficulties, she said, 
prompting her to buy a backup 

WORK ON THE MOVE: Adrian Garcia gathers his cleaning supplies outside a  
Fountaingrove neighborhood home on Thursday in Santa Rosa.
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TUBBS FIRE » Precaution supported after residents 
trapped trying to evacuate homes without power

NORTH BAY FIRES » AN INDUSTRY DISPLACED

Michael Flynn

Emails 
belie 
Flynn as 
rogue

WASHINGTON — When Pres-
ident Donald Trump fired his 
national security adviser, Mi-
chael Flynn, in February, White 
House officials portrayed him 
as a renegade who had acted in-
dependently in his discussions 
with a Russian official during 
the presiden-
tial transition 
and then lied to 
his colleagues 
about the inter-
actions.

But emails 
among top 
transition offi-
cials, provided 
or described to the New York 
Times, suggest that Flynn was 
far from a rogue actor. In fact, 
the emails, coupled with in-
terviews and court documents 
filed Friday, showed that Flynn 
was in close touch with other 
senior members of  the Trump 
transition team before and after 
he spoke with the Russian am-
bassador, Sergey Kislyak, about 
U.S. sanctions against Russia.

While Trump has disparaged 
as a Democratic “hoax” any 
claims that he or his aides had 
unusual interactions with Rus-

RUSSIA INQUIRY » Top 
adviser for Trump kept 
close contact in transition 
By MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT  
AND SHARON LAFRANIERE
NEW YORK TIMES
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TRUMP KNEW 
ABOUT FLYNN
President  
suggests he was 
aware that his 
former top  
adviser had lied 
to the FBI  / A15

GOP’s new focus: Social safety nets 

As the tax-cut legislation 
passed by the Senate early Sat-
urday hurtles toward final ap-
proval, Republicans are prepar-
ing to use the swelling deficits 

made worse by the package as 
a rationale to pursue their long-
held vision: undoing the enti-
tlements of  the New Deal and 
Great Society, leaving govern-
ment leaner and the safety net 
skimpier for millions of  Amer-
icans.

House Speaker Paul Ryan and 
other Republicans are begin-
ning to express their big dreams 
publicly, vowing that next year 
they will move on to changes in 
Medicare and Social Security. 

President Donald Trump told a 
Missouri rally last week, “We’re 
going to go into welfare reform.”

Their nearly $1.5 trillion pack-
age of  tax cuts, a plan likely to 
win final approval in the coming 
days, could be the first step. But 
their strategy poses enormous 
risks, not only for millions of  
Americans who rely on enti-
tlement programs, but also for 
Republicans who would wade 
into politically difficult waters, 
cutting popular benefits for the 

elderly and working poor just 
after cutting taxes for profitable 
corporations.

“The way to get at fixing the 
debt is to feel like everybody is 
willing to put something on the 
table,” said Maya MacGuineas, 
president of  the Committee for 
a Responsible Federal Budget, 
a bipartisan group. “Once you 
have one side grab all it could, 
you’re never going to have the 
other side show up.”

Even if  the tax cut sparks the 

kind of  economic growth that 
Republicans advertise, the tax 
bill will increase the deficit by 
$1 trillion over 10 years, the non-
partisan congressional Joint 
Committee on Taxation said.

And it was passed along 
sharply partisan lines, offering 
nothing to Democrats, and 
leaving them with no obligation 
or incentive to negotiate cuts 
to Medicare, Medicaid and 

After tax bill, strategy  
to undo Social Security, 
Medicare gains traction
By KATE ZERNIKE  
AND ALAN RAPPEPORT
NEW YORK TIMES
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CARDINALS’ MAGICAL SEASON ENDS » 
Running back remains a light in 
NCS finals loss, Benefield says.  C1

SAFARI WEST REOPENS 
AFTER TUBBS FIRE »  
Foundation for wildlife  
refuge expects to greet 
hundreds of supporters 
this weekend.  A3


