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BREATHING ROOM: Deal 
between Trump, China’s 
Xi to allow for a pause in 
trade fight may aid both 
economies / A8

INSIDE

Climate talks begin in Poland

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Jowie Montefalcon, left, and Noah Cordova hang out in the lobby of the Phoenix Theater in downtown Petaluma. The music venue and haven for 
young teens needs to raise funds for improvements to its fire sprinkler system by March 31 and also needs a costly new roof.

Theater repair past due
PETALUMA » The 113-year-old Phoenix Theater, a haven for local teens, 
needs to raise funds to install city-mandated sprinklers and new roof  

A beloved downtown Pet-
aluma venue that has long 
provided a haven for youth and 
a stage for local and national 
bands is asking the community 
for hundreds of  thousands of  
dollars to replace a leaky roof  
and complete city-mandated 
upgrades to its fire sprinkler 
system.

Housed in a 113-year-old 
Washington Street concert hall, 
the Phoenix Theater is on a list 
of  11 addresses that are years 
overdue in meeting a city re-
quirement to install automatic 
fire sprinklers. 

Jessica Power, Petaluma’s 

newest fire marshal who start-
ed June 2017, intends to hold 
to account property owners 
after the city previously failed 
to enforce the rules. She sent 
an August letter mandating 
the businesses submit plans to 
the city by Dec. 1, and install 
automatic sprinkler systems by 
March 31. 

Failure to install sprinklers 
could result in fines or potential 
closures. However, Power said 
she’s willing to work with busi-
nesses that make a good-faith 
effort to meet the deadlines. 

“We are very motived to make 
sure that people are successful 
in getting those installed and 

KATOWICE, Poland — Negotiators 
from around the world began two 
weeks of  talks on curbing climate 
change Sunday, three years after seal-
ing a landmark deal in Paris that set a 
goal of  keeping global warming well 
below 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit.

Envoys from almost 200 nations 
gathered in Poland’s southern city of  
Katowice, a day earlier than original-
ly planned because of  the large num-

ber of  issues that need to be resolved 
by Dec. 14.

“We are here to enable the world to 
act together on climate change,” said 
Poland’s environmental envoy, Mi-
chal Kurtyka, who is presiding over 
the U.N. meeting, known as COP24.

With further meetings next year 
meant to build on what’s decided in 
Katowice, he urged all countries to 
“show creativity and flexibility.”

“The United Nations secretary-gen-
eral is counting on us, all of  us to 
deliver,” Kurtyka said. “There is no 
Plan B.”

Ministers and some heads of  gov-
ernment plan to join the discussion 
today, when host Poland is expected 
to push for a declaration ensuring a 

“just transition” for fossil fuel indus-
tries that face cuts and closures amid 
efforts to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions.

The meeting received a boost over 
the weekend when 19 major econ-
omies at the G-20 summit affirmed 
their commitment to the 2015 Paris 
climate accord. The only holdout was 
the United States, which announced 
under President Donald Trump that 
it is withdrawing from the climate 
pact.

“Despite geopolitical instability, the 
climate consensus is proving highly 
resilient,” said Christiana Figueres, a 
former head of  the U.N. climate office.

UN MEETING » Nearly 200 
nations work to act on Paris 
accords without US support
By FRANK JORDANS
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Rohnert Park’s Ceremony performs during the Homesick Music 
Festival at Petaluma’s Phoenix Theater on Jan. 13.

GEERT VANDEN WIJNGAERT / ASSOCIATED PRESS

A demonstrator holds a placard during a “Claim the 
Climate” march in Brussels on Sunday.

49ERS LIFELESS IN SEATTLE »  
San Francisco can’t muster any punch 
in 43-16 loss against Seahawks.   B1

CARDINALS’ POSTSEASON ENDS »  
Newman loses coin flip to decide  
who advances in NCS playoffs.   B1

LIGHTING  
THE MENORAH »  
Jewish 
community 
celebrates 
beginning of 
Hanukkah.   A3
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WASHINGTON — It’s been 
more than a decade since the 
nation’s capital conducted the 
grand and solemn ritual of  bid-
ding a final farewell to a former 
president.

Now Washington is caught 

up in elaborate prepara-
tions for the state funer-
al this week of  George 
H.W. Bush, the nation’s 
41st president, who died 
Friday at 94.

Four days of  obser-
vances will showcase 
a complex interplay of  
politics and pageantry, 
sentiment and state-
liness, public mourning and 
private grief  before the late 
president — he was also a vice 
president, member of  Congress, 

CIA director, diplomat 
and war hero — is laid 
to rest.

The late president’s 
coffin will be brought 
from his home in Hous-
ton to Joint Base An-
drews near Washington 
aboard the plane called 
Air Force One when 
the president is aboard. 

Family and staff are likely to ac-
company the body.

Bush’s body will be taken to 
the U.S. Capitol, where members 

of  Congress will stage an arrival 
ceremony before public viewing 
begins tonight. Bush will lie in 
state in the Capitol Rotunda 
until Wednesday morning, fol-
lowed by a funeral at Washing-
ton National Cathedral.

President Donald Trump has 
declared Wednesday a national 
day of  mourning, closing exec-
utive departments and federal 
agencies for the day, and gave 
the order for U.S. flags to fly at 

Washington prepares Bush farewell
Former president  
to lie in state at Capitol; 
Trump to attend funeral 
By LAURA KING
LOS ANGELES TIMES

George H.W.
Bush

Emmanuel Macron

Paris 
reeling 
after 
rioting

PARIS — French President 
Emmanuel Macron asked for an 
evaluation of  possible protest 
security measures Sunday, a 
day after a Paris demonstration 
against increased taxes and liv-
ing costs devolved into France’s 
worst urban riot in a decade.

Hours after he flew back to 
the French capital from the G-20 
summit in Argentina, Macron 
held an emergency meeting at 
the Elysee presidential palace 
while crews worked to remove 
charred cars, broken glass 
and graffiti from the famed 
Champs-Elysees Avenue and 
other top Paris sites.

Paris police said 133 people 
were injured, including 23 police 
officers, as crowds trashed the 
streets of  the capital Saturday. 
Officers fired tear gas and used 
water cannon to tamp down the 
violence as protesters torched 
cars, smashed windows, looted 
stores and tagged the Arc de Tri-
omphe with spray paint.

Paris police Prefect Michel 
Delpuech said some officers 
described encountering “un-

Macron mulls response
to populist uprising that 
has taken a violent edge 
By SYLVIE CORBET
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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