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Good news, bad news 
as storm slams region

MORE ONLINE
For news and weather updates 
throughout the day, plus more 
photos from the recent storms, 
go to pressdemocrat.com

BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat

STRANDED IN PETALUMA: Gene Pollman, an operator with American Tow Service, helps a woman named Terri and her son John, who did not want to give 
their last names, after their car got stuck in standing water on Lindberg Lane near Lakeville Street in Petaluma on Wednesday.

The wettest winter storm in 
5½ years slammed the greater Bay 
Area on Wednesday, pelting the re-
gion with much-needed rain and 
raising water levels fast enough to 
flood several low-lying areas and 
roads, including an 18-mile stretch 
of  Highway 101.

There were power failures, vehi-
cle crashes, toppled trees and small 
landslides — the kinds of  problems 
that were standard winter fare be-
fore a historic three-year drought 
made such experiences rare.

But there is no denying it was a 
lot of  rain that fell throughout the 
day Wednesday, part of  a “moist 
flow pattern” that since Friday has 
dumped more than 3½ inches of  
rain in Santa Rosa, and more than 
7 inches in the hills of  west Sonoma 
County, and which promises more to 
come this week and next — though 
perhaps not quite as much in so 
short a time, the National Weather 
Service said.

Guerneville had perhaps the sog-
giest conditions Wednesday, with a 
24-hour rainfall total of  4.22 inches.

Santa Rosa got about 1½ inches 
of  rain during the same time frame, 
4 p.m. Tuesday to 4 p.m. Wednesday.  
The 30-year average daily rainfall 
for Dec. 3 in Santa Rosa is just under 
one-fifth of  an inch, National Weath-
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HOPES UP: Don DeBernardi of Two Rock looks at a farm pond 
that has benefited slightly from recent rains. Even so, no runoff 
into the pond was visible Wednesday when the rain stopped.

‘IN A WET WEATHER PATTERN’

Deluge causes 
flooding, power 
failures, crashes

By MARY CALLAHAN, 
RANDI ROSSMANN and LORI CARTER
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CITY BY CITY

Rainfall, in inches, for the 
24-hour period ending 
at 4 p.m. Wednesday

 4.22
Guerneville

1.80
Petaluma

3.05
Sonoma

3.33
Healdsburg

1.62
Sea Ranch

Rain welcome, 
but totals still 
below average

Several days of storms have trans-
formed the North Bay landscape 
and brought rainfall totals to within 
striking distance of average levels 
for this time of year, a cause for cel-
ebration despite the rain having little 
long-term impact on the prolonged 
drought.

Concerns of  another arid winter 
have faded, at least temporarily, in 
the wake of  five days of  wet weather 
that have swelled streams and filled 
drainage ditches around the region 
and begun turning the countryside 
into a verdant green.

“This is a godsend, to tell you the 
truth,” Two Rock dairy rancher 
Don DeBernardi said Wednesday, 
following an overnight deluge that 
increased storage in his reservoirs 
by several inches. “Our pastures 
are unbelievable. You can watch the 
grass grow, it’s growing so fast.”

Wednesday’s storm turned the Rus-
sian River the color of creamed coffee 
as accumulated rainfall sped down-
stream at a pace years of drought 
have turned into a mere memory.

A widening band of  river run-
ning through the west Sonoma 
County communities of  Forestville, 
Guerneville and Monte Rio was be-
ginning to reclaim beach frontage 
so popular with crowds during hot 
weather but left plenty of  gravelly 
real estate still exposed to the lead-
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Hiroshi Shimizu
Takata vice president speaks 
Wednesday to a House panel. 

Air bag 
maker 

balks at 
US recall

WASHINGTON — Japan’s 
Takata Corp. rejected federal 
regulators’ demand Wednesday 
for an expanded, nationwide 
recall of  millions of  air bags, 
setting up a possible legal show-
down and leaving some drivers 
to wonder about the safety of  
their cars.

Amid the standoff, Honda Mo-
tor Co. decided to act on its own 
and recall cars with the poten-
tially defective equipment in all 
50 states. But other automakers 
have yet to make a decision.

At issue are air bags whose 
inflators can explode with too 
much force, hurling shrapnel 
into the passenger compart-
ment. At least five deaths and 
dozens of  injuries have been 
linked to the problem world-
wide.

Over the past six years, Taka-
ta and 10 automakers issued a 
series of  recalls covering 8 mil-
lion cars in the U.S., mostly in 
high-humidity areas such as the 
Gulf  Coast, because of  evidence 
that moisture can cause the pro-
pellant to burn too quickly. But 
after incidents in California and 
North Carolina, the National 

Takata official says problem 
is regional; Honda plans to 

address issue in all 50 states  

By DEE-ANN DURBIN 
and MARCY GORDON
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 2012  2013  2014  Avg.

11.89”

1.59”

6.43”

7.58”

How wet?
2012-2014 Santa Rosa 
rainfall totals for the 
period July 1 to Dec. 3

State court 
strikes down 

DNA law

SAN FRANCISCO — A Cali-
fornia appeals court Wednesday 
struck down a state law that 
requires the collection of  DNA 
from anyone arrested on suspi-
cion of  committing a felony.

The 1st District Court of  Ap-
peal said Wednesday that the 
state Constitution’s ban on un-
reasonable search and seizure 
prohibited the DNA collection 
using a cheek swab. The law was 
approved by voters in 2004.

“We conclude that the DNA 
Act … unreasonably intrudes 
on such arrestees’ expectation 
of  privacy,” Presiding Justice J. 
Anthony Kline said in a 3-0 rul-
ing.

There was no immediate or-
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