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FLIPSIDE’S RINCON VALLEY 
SITE CLOSES: Shutdown 
comes month after owner 
sells sister burger bar in 
downtown SR / Business

JOYFUL SOUNDS 
OF HOLIDAY SONG
North Coast music lovers have many 
choral concerts to choose from TimeOut

ANALY A FORMIDABLE FOE
Padecky: Nothing soft about Tigers Sports

SHILOH COMPLEX RETURNS
Windsor project plan downsized Empire

JIM WILSON / New York Times 

GRIEVING TOGETHER: Mourners attend a vigil Thursday at San Manuel Stadium in San Bernardino for the victims of the shooting a day earlier that killed 14.

Some evidence points  
to terror link in attack

MOTIVE: Man had been in contact 
with known extremists, US official says 

WEAPONS: Police find pipe bombs, 
stockpiled ammo at couple’s home

SAN BERNARDINO — The couple who the po-
lice say killed 14 people and left 21 wounded had 
stockpiled thousands of  rounds of  ammunition 
and a dozen homemade pipe bombs in their home, 
officials said Thursday, a sign that they might have 
been planning further attacks. The FBI is treating 
the Wednesday shooting as a potential terrorist act, 
though the agency is far from concluding that it 
was, two law enforcement officials said.

The suspects’ extensive arsenal, their recent Mid-
dle East travel and evidence that one of  them had 
been in touch with people with Islamist extremist 
views, both in the United States and abroad, all con-
tributed to the decision to refocus the investigation. 
But officials emphasized that they did not know 
what set off the attack, and said that they were not 
ready to call it terrorism.

Mass shootings this year already 
had stained in blood an American 
church, a health clinic, a movie the-
ater and schools when on Wednes-
day another wave of  gun violence 
hit a social services center in San 
Bernardino, killing 14 people and 
injuring 21. 

The string of  shootings — many 
of  them unfolding in live coverage 
seen in homes and workplaces — 

have left many in the country deep-
ly unsettled about the gun violence 
that has become an all-too-routine 
part of  American life.      

“It’s becoming commonplace. 
You check the news; it’s another 
shooting,” said Harriet Smith, 60, 
of  Sebastopol, who said she was 
rattled again by the San Bernardi-
no attack, carried out by a heavily 
armed couple, authorities said, 
who were later shot dead by po-
lice in a ferocious firefight on city 
streets.     

“The safe places are not safe any 
more,” said Smith, a special educa-
tion teacher.

For some North Coast residents 
the violent onslaught — amounting 
to more than one mass shooting a 
day this year nationwide, by some 
counts — has made them more ap-
prehensive about leaving home or 
gathering with others in places of  
refuge, commerce, education and 
entertainment. 

Julie and Bill Middleton, who 
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By JENNIFER MEDINA and RICHARD PÉREZ-PEÑA
NEW YORK TIMES

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Police say Farook and 
his wife, Tashfeen 
Malik, carried out 
the San Bernardino 
attack that killed 
14 people; they later 
died in a shootout. 
More on Farook:

 ■ Born in Chicago 
in 1987, the son of 
Pakistani immigrants

 ■Graduated from 
CSU San Bernardino 
in 2010 with a degree 
in environmental 
health

 ■Met his wife, who 
was born in Pakistan 
and had lived in 
Saudi Arabia, on a 
dating website 
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Couple kept plans, 
weapons hidden A7

SAN BERNARDINO MASSACRE

Syed Rizwan 
Farook

North Coast uneasy in wake of attacks

CHRIS CARLSON / Associated Press

CARNAGE ‘UNSPEAKABLE’: San Bernardino Police Lt. Mike 
Madden, one of the first to arrive at the shooting site, on Thursday 
described the scene — the smell of gunpowder, the wails of the 
injured, the blood. “As we entered, the situation was surreal.”

Pesticides 
take toll 
on kids’ 
lungs

Chronic exposure to pesti-
cides can damage children’s 
lung function about as much 
as secondhand cigarette smoke 
does, according to a study of  
farmworker children in the Sa-
linas Valley.

The long-term study of  
279  children from farmworker 
families is the first to suggest 
that even being one step re-
moved from pesticides can bring 
harm to children’s lungs. Previ-
ous studies examined effects on 
adults who spray the chemicals 
or work in fields where the pes-
ticides are applied.

“This is really the first time 
that it’s a residential population, 
and a residential population of  
children,” said study coauthor 
Brenda Eskenazi, an epidemiol-
ogist at UC Berkeley.

The children have been fol-
lowed since birth as part of  a 
broader study that began about 
15 years ago with 601 pregnant 
women in the Salinas Valley, 
conducted by the Center for the 
Health Assessment of  Moth-
ers and Children of  Salinas, or 
CHAMACOS.

Previous studies from that 
group have turned up correla-
tions between organophosphate 
exposure to pregnant women 
and shorter-duration pregnan-
cies, diminished reflexes in 
their babies and lower cognitive 
function in older children.

In the current study, pub-
lished online Thursday in the 
journal Thorax, pregnant wom-
en were tested for chemicals in 
their urine that come from me-
tabolizing organophosphates. 
Their children were tested at 
five intervals, from 6 months of  
age to 5 years, then were given 

Study of farmworker families  
finds chemicals’ effect similar 

to secondhand smoke

By GEOFFREY MOHAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Officials unsure when crab season can reopen

Ocean fishermen already suffer-
ing from the delayed opening of  the 
lucrative Dungeness crab season 
were confronted Thursday with 
additional uncertainty about their 
industry’s future, both near- and  

long-term.
With Christmas and what normal-

ly would be peak holiday demand fast 
approaching, spikes of  a naturally 
produced neurotoxin called domoic 
acid still are being detected in test 
crabs plucked from some coastal re-
gions, though levels of  the substance 
in the water itself  have diminished 
substantially, state officials said.

Continued fluctuations in the test 
crabs suggest the coastal commer-
cial fleet could lose the market al-
together this year — a threat with 
enough potential that state lawmak-

ers already are laying the ground-
work to seek federal disaster relief, 
should it become necessary.

After a dismal salmon harvest and 
the loss of  the Thanksgiving crab 
market, a crab season that’s delayed 
past Christmas would cause “near 
collapse of  the commercial crab 
fishery — and today is December 3,” 
state Sen. Mike McGuire said as he 
opened a hearing in Santa Rosa on 
the state of  California’s rock and 
Dungeness crab fishery.

“All of  us are hoping for the best,” 
said McGuire, chairman of  the state 

Legislature’s Joint Committee on 
Fisheries and Aquaculture, “but we 
also need to start preparing for the 
worst-case scenario.”

More than 150 people, most of  
them commercial or sport fisher-
men, attended the more than three-
hour hearing that drew representa-
tives from state health, food safety, 
environmental health and wildlife 
agencies and was led by McGuire 
and state Assemblyman Jim Wood, 
both Healdsburg Democrats. Wood 
is vice chairman of  the joint com-

With toxins still present, 
commercial fishermen 

could face loss of entire year

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Mike 
McGuire
State senator said 
to hope for best, 
prepare for worst.


