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THE LIFE OF COUNTY RENTERS: Four share 
their stories about trying to find an affordable 
home as rents continue to skyrocket / D1

©2016 
The Press 
Democrat

MERRY MARATHON 
FILLED WITH SANTAS »  
Hundreds of jolly, 
bearded joggers take 
part in holiday run at 
SR’s Juilliard Park.  A3

CARDINALS WIN NCS TITLE » Cardinal  
Newman football team in running 
for state playoffs after blowout.  C1
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SOFT-SPOKEN LEADER: With her appointment as president of Sonoma State University, Judy Sakaki, pausing inside the student center on campus in Rohnert Park, 
became the first Japanese-American woman in the nation to lead up a four-year college or university and the second woman to serve as president of SSU.

‘Breath of fresh air’

JUDY SAKAKI

INFLUENTIAL FAMILY: Judy Sakaki’s maternal grandparents, her mother and 
her uncle were photographed at the Topaz Internment Camp in Delta, Utah, 
during World War II. Sakaki speaks fondly of her grandmother’s optimism.

Daring new president shifts focus to 
getting students, faculty to dream big

Don’t underestimate the 
power of  Judy Sakaki, 
Sonoma State Universi-

ty’s soft-spoken new president. 
That would be a mistake. 

Ask the Ku Klux Klansmen or 
the notorious basketball coach 
she stood up to at Fresno State. 
They saw firsthand that her qui-
et determination and a sharply 
honed mission can be formidable 
weapons. Sakaki doesn’t believe 
that strength and compassion 
are mutually exclusive.

Now in her sixth month at 
SSU, Sakaki, 63, has quickly 
made it clear that she is there to 
serve its 9,400 students and the 
faculty who teach them, even 
if  it involves taking on a few 
sacred cows.

She has quickly pressed her 
stamp on the school, canceling 
one of  the flagship construc-
tion projects launched by her 
predecessor, creating a new 
temporary cabinet of  her own 
hand-picked advisors and an-
nouncing her intent to reverse 
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A battle 
between 
growers, 
residents

Sonoma County’s move to 
recognize and regulate thou-
sands of  marijuana growers has 
triggered a high-stakes battle 
between pot producers intent on 
protecting their livelihood and 
rural residents who want can-
nabis cultivation pushed as far 
as possible from their homes.

It’s a land-use conflict that 
may have no satisfactory solu-
tion for either the estimated 
3,000 marijuana growers or the 
81,000 people living on land des-
ignated for residential use in the 
unincorporated areas outside 
the county’s nine cities.

And it’s a culture clash be-
tween cannabis entrepreneurs 
who for decades have raised, in 
the legal shadows, an intoxicat-
ing crop that could rival the wine 
grape industry in value versus 
residents who say the prolifera-
tion of  pot gardens is destroying 
their quality-of-life and dimin-
ishing property values in their 
rural neighborhoods.

From Cloverdale to the Wil-
lowside area west of  Santa Rosa, 
from Bennett Valley on the city’s 
east flank and even in the upscale 
Montecito Heights area, resi-
dents tell of  unfriendly strangers 
putting up tall fences, blacking 
out windows and converting 
nearby homes to marijuana op-
erations of  uncertain legality.

Pot producers, meanwhile, are 
concerned that 70  percent of  the 
31,383 properties on rural resi-
dential land are too small to meet 
the county’s proposed 2-acre min-
imum lot size for small grows.

Kathleen Whitener, who’s 
lived on a Willowside area cul- 
de-sac for 31  years, said she no 
longer enjoys gardening in her 
backyard, with a feeder that 

Dozens missing in Oakland fire

OAKLAND — Firefighters 
struggled to get to bodies in the 
rubble Saturday after a fire tore 
through a converted Oakland 
warehouse during a late-night 
electronic music party, killing 
at least nine people and making 
the charred structure unsafe 
for emergency crews to enter. 
Officials said at least two dozen 
more were missing in the rubble 

of  the building.
Officials described the scene 

inside the warehouse, which 
had been illegally converted 
into artist studios, as a death 
trap that made it impossible for 
many partygoers to escape the 
Friday night fire. And a day lat-
er, the maze of  debris and devas-
tation was complicating efforts 
to extract the bodies.

“It was just a labyrinth of  lit-
tle areas. We knew people were 
in there, and we were trying to 
get them out. But it was just a 
labyrinth,” Oakland deputy fire 
chief  Mark Hoffmann told re-
porters Saturday afternoon.

He said that firefighters had 
to stop their search and rescue 

operation Saturday afternoon 
for safety reasons and shore up 
the structure, but they expected 
to resume later in the day. The 
building’s roof  had collapsed 
into the second floor, which in 
places fell to the bottom floor.

Oakland officials said they 
had opened an investigation just 
last month into the warehouse 
after numerous complaints filed 
by neighbors who said trash was 
piling up outside the property 
and people were illegally liv-
ing in the building, which was 
zoned as a warehouse.

Darin Ranelletti, of  the Oak-
land Planning Department, said 

At least 9 killed after 
blaze engulfs warehouse 
during late-night party
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County supervisors to 
take up zoning issue for 
medical pot cultivation

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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An man covers his face outside of a charred warehouse Saturday in Oakland. 
At least nine people died and dozens more were missing after the blaze.

PROPOSITION 64

Get in the spirit with the mighty SF Symphony 
brass section playing holiday favorites. 

sfsymphony.org/holiday 
415-864-6000

WITH MEMBERS OF THE SF SYMPHONY BRASS SECTION

Holiday Brass SUNDAY 
DECEMBER 11  

3PM


