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TIED FOR FIRST 
IN AFC WEST »  
Raiders defeat 
Giants, 24-17, at 
Oakland with 
grown-man 
plays. B1

A FEAST OF A 
FUNDRAISER »  
Local, national 
celebrity chefs 
serve hundreds 
at Rise Up 
Sonoma.  A3

CVS’s $69B deal to buy Aetna 
EVOLVING  
LANDSCAPE

 ■ Two compa-
nies seek to trans-
form CVS’s 10,000 
pharmacies into 
community-based 
care centers.

 ■ Proposed as a 
way to offer less 
costly care, plan 
worries critics, 
who fear reduced 
consumer choice. 

CVS Health said Sunday that it 
had agreed to buy Aetna for about 
$69 billion in a deal that would com-
bine the drugstore giant with one of  
the biggest health insurers in the 
United States and has the potential 

to reshape the nation’s health care 
industry.

The transaction, one of  the largest 
of  the year, reflects the increasingly 
blurred lines between the tradition-
ally separate spheres of  a rapidly 
changing industry and represents 
an effort to make both companies 
more appealing to consumers as 
health care that was once delivered 
in a doctor’s office more often reach-
es consumers over the phone, at a 
retail clinic or via an app.

The merger comes at a time of  
turbulent transformation in health 

care. Insurers, hospitals and phar-
macy companies are bracing them-
selves for a possible disruption in 
government programs like Medicare 
as a result of  the Republicans’ plan 
to cut taxes. 

Congress remains at an impasse 
over the future of  the Affordable 
Care Act, while employers and 
consumers are struggling under 
the weight of  rising medical costs, 
including the soaring price of  pre-
scription drugs. And rapid changes 
in technology have raised the spec-
ter of  new competitors — most nota-

bly Amazon.
A combined CVS-Aetna could po-

sition itself  as a formidable figure in 
this changing health care landscape.

Together, the two companies touch 
most of  the basic health services that 
people regularly use, providing an 
opportunity to benefit consumers. 
CVS operates a chain of  pharmacies 
and retail clinics that could be used 
by Aetna to deliver care directly to 
patients, while the merged company 
could be better able to offer employ-

Drugstore giant’s planned 
purchase of health insurer 
could change US health care
By MICHAEL J. DE LA MERCED 
AND REED ABELSON
NEW YORK TIMES
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President Donald Trump

Trump 
says FBI 
image  
in tatters

WASHINGTON — As the 
FBI’s Russia investigation draws 
closer to him, President Donald 
Trump on Sunday unleashed an 
extraordinary assault on the na-
tion’s premier law enforcement 
agency, calling it a biased insti-
tution whose reputation for fair-
ness was “in tatters.”

In a series of  early-morning 
tweets, Trump said the FBI’s 
standing was now the “worst in 
history.”

The attack was one of  the 
harshest in a generation on an 
independent agency that two 
days earlier had helped secure 
a guilty plea and a pledge of  co-
operation from the president’s 
first national security adviser.

Current and former FBI offi-
cials, historians and lawmakers 
rebuked the president over his 
efforts to undermine the FBI’s 
credibility as it investigates 
whether his campaign colluded 
with Russian officials to sway 
the 2016 election. A president 
who has positioned himself  
as devoted to law and order is 
now in a public dispute with the 
country’s top law enforcement 
agents.

Thomas O’Connor, president 
of  the association representing 
FBI agents, defended their integ-
rity in a statement. “FBI agents 
are dedicated to their mission,” 
he said, asserting that they 
demonstrated “unwavering in-
tegrity and professionalism” on 
the job. “Suggesting otherwise 
is simply false,” he added.

On Friday, Michael Flynn, the 
former national security advis-
er, admitted that he had lied to 
the FBI about his conversations 
with the Russian ambassador 
during the presidential tran-
sition. As part of  the bureau’s 
inquiry, the special counsel, 
Robert Mueller, is believed to 
be examining whether Trump 
obstructed justice by firing 
James Comey, the FBI director, 
who was overseeing the inquiry. 
Comey has said Trump asked 

Days after former aide’s 
guilty plea, president 
lambastes agency
By MICHAEL D. SHEAR
NEW YORK TIMES
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Community united 
in reassessing priorities

PHOTOS BY BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Jim Galindo, from left, talks Sunday with Charlie Thomas-Grant and her son, George, 9 months, while his wife, Patricia Galindo, and daughter Sara, 
14, eat a turkey dinner at Valley of the Moon Winery at Madrone Estate in Glen Ellen. Thomas-Grant’s home burned in the October fires.

Michael Furlong hasn’t forgotten the feeling 
he had early on the morning of  Oct. 9 
when he had to evacuate his Glen Ellen 

home ahead of  the Nuns fire.
Nor has he forgotten how it felt realizing that all 

his neighbors had left without a knock on his door 
or the honk of  a horn to warn him of  the peril.

“By the time I realized I had to evacuate, my 
neighborhood was empty,” he said Sunday. “My 
neighbors had left and I had no idea what was 
going on.”

Furlong doesn’t begrudge his neighbors, and he’s 
not stewing on it. Instead, he realized that if  a com-
munity action plan had been in place neighbors 
would have been more likely to alert each other 
before fleeing the flames. 

So he worked with the Glen Ellen Forum, a com-
munity group in the process of  obtaining nonprofit 
status, to host a free turkey dinner Sunday for 
hundreds of  Glen Ellen residents at the Valley of  

Madrone Estate chef Sam Badolato grills turkeys for a Sunday dinner hosted by the 
Glen Ellen Forum at Valley of the Moon Winery at Madrone Estate in Glen Ellen.
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Devastating blaze highlights need for emergency action plan
By NICK RAHAIM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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“My neighbors had left and I had no idea what was going on.”
MICHAEL FURLONG, Glen Ellen resident recalling morning of fire and the need for community action plan


