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DEFYING FEAR: First of  
six cafes attacked in Paris 
rampage reopens / A10
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CHRISTMAS TRADITION: Kelly Prince, left, and her daughter Hayley look for the perfect cut tree at Prickett’s Nursery and Garden Center in Santa Rosa on Friday. 

GrowinG Costs

It’s the busiest weekend 
of  the year for Christ-
mas tree purveyors, and 

the many shoppers headed 
out to make their purchase 
today and Sunday are in for 
a bit of  sticker shock. 

Sonoma County farm-
ers say a combination of  
drought, pests and a dwin-
dling number of  local grow-
ers has taken a toll on the 
local supply and contributed 
to a rise in the retail cost of  
Christmas trees.  

Lynn Garlock, owner of  

Frosty Mountain Tree Farm, 
said that because of  the 
state’s prolonged drought, 
the trees on her farm — 
some planted several sea-
sons ago — aren’t growing as 
quickly. This year, she had 
to raise prices on trees by 
25 cents a foot.

In 2014, Douglas firs at her 
farm south of  Sebastopol 
were going for $8.25 per foot. 
This year, they’re $8.50 a foot.

“The growth is definitely 
slower because we haven’t 
had the water,” she said. 
“Even when you’re pruning, 
there’s not as much growth BUSY SEASON: Nathan Smith hauls in trees Friday at Prickett’s 

Nursery, where a 5- to 6-foot Douglas fir sells for $34.99.
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This weekend is a big one for Christmas tree sales, but be prepared:  
Drought, pests and supply issues have driven up prices

Socorro Shiels

Head  
of SR 

district 
departing

Santa Rosa City Schools Su-
perintendent Socorro Shiels will 
leave the district next month for 
a job with a new state agency 
charged with helping school dis-
tricts grapple with complicated 
new funding formulas.

Shiels, who took over Sonoma 
County’s largest school district 
in 2012, was chosen Wednesday 
to be one of  four new directors 
of  the California Collaborative 
for Educational Excellence, 
or CCEE. Her hiring was an-
nounced late Friday by the 
agency. 

Santa Rosa school board di-
rectors said Shiels, whose three-
year contract was set to end 
after the current school year, 
told them Thursday night of  her 
decision.

“I’m not surprised. I think 
when we hired her, we knew we 
would only have her for a peri-
od of  time,” Director Bill Carle 
said. “She is so highly regard-
ed in the state as a whole — we 
knew we were getting a star, but 
for a limited period of  time.”

The job starts Feb. 1.
“She has been very consci-

entious of  the impact on the 
district and has tried to give us 
as much time as possible to do 

City Schools superintendent 
accepts job with new  

state education agency

By JEREMY HAY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Australia often cited in gun-law debate

In the continuing debate over how 
to stop mass killings in the United 
States, Australia has become a famil-
iar touchstone.

President Barack Obama has cited 
the country’s gun laws as a model for 
the United States, calling Australia a 
nation “like ours.” On the campaign 

trail, Hillary Clinton has said the Aus-
tralian approach is “worth consider-
ing.” The National Rifle Association, 
meanwhile, has dismissed the policies, 
contending that they “robbed Austra-
lians of  their right to self-defense and 
empowered criminals” without reduc-
ing violent crime.

The oft-cited statistic in Australia 
is a simple one: There have been no 
mass killings — defined by experts 
there as a gunman killing five or more 
people besides himself  — since the 
nation significantly tightened its gun 
control laws almost 20 years ago.

Mass shootings in Australia were 
rare anyway. But after a gunman mas-

sacred 35 people in the Tasmanian 
town of  Port Arthur in 1996, a public 
outcry spurred a national consen-
sus to severely restrict firearms. The 
tightened laws, which were standard-
ized across Australia, are more strin-
gent than those of  any state in the 
U.S., including California.

Pushed through by John Howard, 
the conservative prime minister 
at the time, the National Firearms 
Agreement prohibited automatic and 
semi-automatic assault rifles and 
pump shotguns in all but unusual 
cases. It tightened licensing rules, 
established a 28-day waiting period 

John  
Howard
Former Australian 
prime minister 
pushed through 
National Firearms 
Agreement after a 
1996 massacre.TURN TO AUSTRALIA, PAGE A8

ANALYSIS: How a conservative 
government ended mass killings 

nearly two decades ago
By AUSTIN RAMZY and MICHELLE INNIS

NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — The wom-
an who carried out the San 
Bernardino massacre with her 
husband came to the U.S. last 
year on a special visa for fiancés 
of  U.S. citizens, raising ques-
tions about whether the process 
can adequately vet people who 
may sympathize with terrorist 
groups.

Authorities said Friday that 
Pakistani citizen Tashfeen Ma-
lik, 27, pledged allegiance to 
the Islamic State group and its 
leader under an alias account 
on Facebook just moments be-
fore she and her husband, Syed 
Farook, opened fire on a holiday 
banquet for his co-workers, kill-
ing 14. They later died in a gun-
battle with police Wednesday.

Malik, who had been living 
with her family in Saudi Arabia 
and Pakistan, had passed sev-
eral government background 
checks and entered the United 
States in July 2014 on a K-1 visa, 
which allowed her to travel to 
the U.S. and get married within 
90 days of  arrival.

Malik was subjected to a vet-
ting process the U.S. govern-
ment describes as vigorous — 
including in-person interviews, 
fingerprints, checks against U.S. 
terrorist watch lists and reviews 
of  her family members, travel 
history and places where she 
lived and worked. The process 
began when she applied for a 
visa to move to the United States 
and marry Farook, a 28-year-old 
Pakistani-American restaurant 
health inspector for San Ber-
nardino County who was raised 
in Southern California.

Foreigners applying from 
countries recognized as home 
to Islamic extremists, such as 

CHRIS CARLSON / Associated Press

Members of the media crowd into the bedroom 
of the San Bernardino shooting suspects at their 
rented Redlands apartment on Friday.

Attack spurs concern over fiancé visas
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Critics question effectiveness 
of vetting process; refugees 

undergo similar scrutiny

MASS SLAYING IN SAN BERNARDINO


