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Christian Velazquez, left, and Saul Campos, employees of Excel Site Services, bag up burned debris for disposal last week at Mountain Mike’s Pizza 
on Cleveland Avenue in Santa Rosa. Twenty-nine businesses in the city were damaged or destroyed by the fires in October.

Retail’s slow comeback
Hard-hit by October fires, businesses in northwest SR 
tackle daunting cleanup, make plans to reopen 

For businesses along a particu-
larly prominent strip of  northwest 
Santa Rosa, efforts to recover from 
October’s wildfires will be mea-
sured in months, not weeks.

Among those businesses, Kohl’s 
has announced plans to reopen 
its damaged department store on 
Hopper Avenue in early spring. 
Trader Joe’s hasn’t yet set a date, 
a company spokeswoman said this 
week, but is working to reopen its 
damaged supermarket on Cleve-
land Avenue as quickly as possi-
ble.

And Kmart has yet to announce 
whether it plans to return to the 
site of  a 114,500-square-foot store 

that was destroyed Oct. 9, also on 
Cleveland.

In all, 29 businesses around 
Santa Rosa were damaged or de-
stroyed by wildfires that killed 24 
people and incinerated more than 
5,000 homes in Sonoma County.

Many of  the affected businesses 
in the city lie near Cleveland and 
Hopper avenues, where charred 
structures and debris remain 
strikingly visible to motorists 
traveling along Highway 101.

Among the destroyed properties 
is Mountain Mike’s Pizza, one of  
10 eateries owned by the Chandi 
Hospitality Group. 

The family-owned company 
hopes to reopen the Cleveland Av-

The owners of Mountain Mike’s Pizza say cleanup at the site is 
nearly complete and they hope to reopen in 12 to 15 months. 

By ROBERT DIGITALE
The PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO RETAIL » PAGE A2

Trump 
declares 
drastic  
rollback

SALT LAKE CITY — President 
Donald Trump sharply reduced 
the size of  two national mon-
uments in Utah on Monday by 
some 2 million acres, the largest 
rollback of  federal land protec-
tion in the nation’s history.

The administration shrank 
Bears Ears National Monument, 
a sprawling region of  red rock 
canyons, by 85 percent, and cut 
another monument, Grand Stair-
case-Escalante, to about half  its 
current size. The move, a rever-
sal of  protections put in place by 
Democratic predecessors, comes 
as the administration pushes for 
fewer restrictions and more de-
velopment on public lands.

The decision to reduce Bears 
Ears is expected to set off a legal 
battle that could alter the course 
of  U.S. land conservation, put-
ting dozens of  other monuments 
at risk and possibly opening mil-
lions of  preserved public acres to 
oil and gas extraction, mining, 
logging and other commercial 
activities.

“Some people think that the 
natural resources of  Utah should 
be controlled by a small handful 
of  very distant bureaucrats locat-
ed in Washington,” Trump said, 
speaking at Utah’s state Capitol 
beneath a painting of  Mormon 
pioneers. “And guess what? 
They’re wrong.”

“Together,” he continued, “we 
will usher in a bright new future 
of  wonder and wealth.”

President Barack Obama 
designated Bears Ears a monu-
ment in 2016, and President Bill 
Clinton classified Grand Stair-

Protected Utah land will 
be cut by 2 million acres  
in unprecedented move

By JULIE TURKEWITZ
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First cannabis permit issued
Sonoma County has officially opened the door 

to the newly regulated cannabis industry, starting 
with a Sebastopol-area farm run by a married cou-
ple who has been producing marijuana and low-
dose tinctures for nearly a decade. 

The Fiddler’s Greens farm, founded by Shannon 
and Cameron Hattan, is a 10,000-square-foot can-
nabis cultivation operation on a property south of  

Sebastopol, producing flowers for a line of  low-dose 
and nonpsychoactive tinctures.

On Monday, Sonoma County’s agriculture de-
partment officials gave Fiddler’s Greens an official 
cultivation permit letter, the first granted for a can-
nabis business other than a medical marijuana dis-
pensary. 

“We’re legitimate. We’re business owners. We’re 
part of  society,” Shannon Hattan said.

The approval of  the first cannabis farm is a 
benchmark moment for Sonoma County, which 
began accepting applications from cannabis cul-
tivators, manufacturers and other businesses in 

BENCHMARK MOMENT » County 
OKs cultivation at Sebastopol farm
By JULIE JOHNSON
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Fiddler’s Greens 
founders Shan-
non and Cam-
eron Hattan, 
left, sign off 
on a cannabis 
cultivation 
permit Monday 
with Andrew 
Smith, deputy 
agricultural 
commissioner. 
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Supreme Court allows enforcement of travel ban

WASHINGTON — The Supreme 
Court on Monday granted President 
Donald Trump’s request to fully en-
force his revised order banning travel 

to the United States by residents of  
six mostly Muslim countries while 
legal challenges to it proceed in lower 
courts.

It was a victory for the White House, 
which has seen the courts trim back 
various iterations of  the travel ban, 

and it bodes well for the administra-
tion if  the Supreme Court is called 
upon to finally decide the merits of  
the president’s actions.

Two lower courts had imposed re-
strictions on Trump’s new order, ex-
empting travelers from the six coun-
tries who had “bona fide” connections 
with relatives — such as grandpar-
ents, aunts or uncles — or institutions 
in the United States. Those exemp-

tions to the president’s order, issued 
in the fall, were along the lines of  
those imposed by the Supreme Court 
last summer on a previous version of  
the travel ban.

But in an unsigned opinion Mon-
day that did not disclose the court’s 
reasoning, the justices lifted the in-
junctions, which had been issued by 

By ROBERT BARNES
WASHINGTON POST
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Donald 
Trump

PRESIDENT”S ORDER » Move signals win for White House 
for now while Trump’s policy is hashed out in lower courts


