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HEALDSBURG’S SHED CLOSING » Owners of iconic 
cafe, events venue to become online retailer.   A3

HAVE A COOKIE PARTY » Gathering family, friends  
to bake can be festive way to enjoy holidays.  D1
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UNDERCUTTING COMPETITION: High school 
football teams deserved better than coin toss 
to pick NCS playoff winners, Benefield writes / C1
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Victims sue Boys & Girls Club

Nearly 20-year fight over looted art

LOS ANGELES — Seventy-nine 
years ago, a Jewish woman named 
Lilly Cassirer surrendered her fami-
ly’s priceless Camille Pissarro paint-
ing to the Nazis in exchange for safe 
passage out of  Nazi Germany during 

the Holocaust.
On Tuesday her great-grandson 

was in a U.S. courtroom for the lat-
est round of  what has been a nearly  
20-year battle to get it back.

After years of  appeals by both Lil-
ly Cassirer’s descendants and Spain’s 
Thyssen-Bornemisza museum, where 
the painting has hung for 25 years, 
U.S. District Judge John Walter heard 
testimony from both sides during a 
trial to decide its rightful owner.

The Madrid museum has argued that 
Cassirer forfeited her ownership rights 

when she accepted $13,000 from Germa-
ny in 1958, after the German govern-
ment concluded the painting was lost 
forever. The museum also has argued 
that it acquired the work in good faith 
and has never tried to hide it.

After testimony ended, Walter of-
fered both lead attorneys the oppor-
tunity for closing arguments, but 
they declined. Walter gave them until 
Feb.  10 to submit post-trial motions. 
The judge’s ruling isn’t expected until 
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Lawyers for four teens and young 
men who allege they were molested 
by a now-convicted pedophile work-
ing for the Boys & Girls Clubs of  
Sonoma Valley have filed suit against 
the organization, saying officials 
failed to protect them and repeatedly 

overlooked “red flags” about his con-
duct with boys as young as 6.

From frequently putting his hands 
on young clients to regularly taking 
them on overnight outings and re-
quiring them to disrobe in his pres-
ence, Paul Dwayne Kilgore, now 71, 
provided “clear and obvious signs” 
of  inappropriate sexual relation-
ships, the suit claims.

But even as club officials acknowl-
edged concerns about Kilgore’s be-
havior over the years and internally 
discussed imposing boundaries on 
him, they repeatedly failed to follow 

through or take appropriate steps to 
determine what he was doing with 
the children, according to the Nov. 30 
lawsuit filed by Taylor & Ring, a Los 
Angeles-based law firm. 

When Kilgore missed every ques-
tion on the club’s “Sexual Harass-
ment Test” in 2006, he received no 
feedback or training, the lawsuit 
states.

Club officials also ignored reports 
like one in 2007 from a fifth-grade 
boy who objected that he and oth-
ers were required to strip in a pub-
lic pool locker in front of  Kilgore 

and each other while he commented 
about their private parts, the suit 
says. Kilgore, the club’s athletic di-
rector, also was naked at the time. 
The same child renewed his com-
plaint in 2010, reminding the staff 
that he and some other boys referred 
to Kilgore as “the abuser” because of  
this incident.

The suit says Boys & Girls Club 
staffers failed in their role as “man-
datory reporters” of  child abuse and 
were negligent in their supervision 

SONOMA » Lawyers allege 
organization was negligent, 
ignoring signs of sex abuse
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Paul Dwayne 
Kilgore
The club’s former 
athletic director 
was convicted of 
child molestation.

Holocaust survivors’ descendant 
clashes with Spanish museum 
in court to get painting back 

The painting 
called “Rue 
St.-Honore, 
Apres-Midi, 
Effet de Pluie,” 
painted in 1897 
by Camille 
Pissarro, was 
taken by 
the Nazis in 
exchange for a 
fleeing Jewish 
couple’s lives. 
Their great-
grandson is 
fighting to get 
it back. 

Mueller 
seeking 
leniency 
for Flynn

WASHINGTON — Special 
counsel Robert Mueller on Tues-
day recommended that former 
national security adviser Mi-
chael Flynn serve no prison time, 
citing his “substantial assis-
tance” with several ongoing in-
vestigations, according to a new 
court filing.

Flynn was forced out of  his 
post as na-
tional secu-
rity adviser 
in February 
2017 after the 
White House 
said he misled 
ad minist ra -
tion officials, 
including Vice 
P r e s i d e n t 
Mike Pence, about his contacts 
with Sergey Kislyak, Russia’s 
ambassador to the United States 
at the time.

Since then, Flynn has been 
cooperating with Mueller’s in-
vestigation into Russian inter-
ference in the 2016 campaign, 
and his full account of  events 
has been one of  the best-kept 
secrets in Washington. He is one 
of  five Donald Trump aides who 
have pleaded guilty in the spe-
cial counsel probe.

The special counsel’s new 
filing Tuesday is the first time 
prosecutors have described Fly-
nn’s assistance since the former 

Ex-Trump security adviser  
offering ‘substantial’ help 
in Russia investigation
BY CAROL D. LEONNIG  
AND ROSALIND S. HELDERMAN
WASHINGTON POST
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Robert 
Mueller 

Michael 
Flynn

The former national security adviser, left, 
has been cooperating with the special 
counsel’s investigation since his ouster.

TRUMP AIDE 
TAKES FIFTH
Longtime adviser 
Roger Stone seeks 
to avoid self- 
incrimination in 
probe of Russian 
interference in 
’16 election / A10
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Santa Rosa’s Planning Commission has scuttled a proposal by Marriott to build a 114-room, three-story hotel on a 4.6-acre site just north of the 
former Hilton Sonoma Wine Country hotel and the Fountaingrove Inn, which were destroyed in the 2017 Tubbs fire. 

Marriott hotel plan 
stalls over fire safety 

FOUNTAINGROVE » SR planners deny approval for burn zone project

Santa Rosa planning commissioners have 
blocked a large hotel project in Fountain-
grove, citing the potential peril posed by 

future wildfire among their chief  concerns, and 
foreshadowing a looming fight over the extent of  
new commercial development allowed in one of  
Sonoma County’s biggest burn zones.    

The first-of-its-kind decision came in a 3-3 vote 
Thursday by the city’s Planning Commission, 
which withheld approval of  a use permit for 
the 114-room, three-story Residence Inn Hotel 
by Marriott. It is envisioned for a 4.6-acre site 
just north of  the former Hilton Sonoma Wine 
Country hotel and the Fountaingrove Inn, both 
of  which were destroyed in the Tubbs fire in 
October 2017.

The outcome reflects the city’s ongoing struggle 
to balance public safety with its stated commit-
ment to facilitate redevelopment of  burn zones. The staff of the St. Joseph Health Cancer Center have expressed concern about Marriott’s  

proposal to build a hotel near the facility, which they say would have blocked the view 
for patients receiving treatment at the center.  
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