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Public power startup 
enters crucial phase

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

Elaine Booth and Steve Spanier are big supporters of clean power. Booth participated in a recent climate change march, 
representing Sonoma Clean Power, in New York City. Their Oakmont home is powered by rooftop solar panels.

T ens of  thousands of  house-
holds and businesses across 
Sonoma County starting this 

month are faced with a decision on 
who will be purchasing power on 
their behalf.

In the new choice between 
PG&E, the long-dominant investor- 
owned utility, and the upstart 
public venture Sonoma Clean 
Power, customers are weighing the 
cost of  their electricity, how green 
it is, the advantage of  local control 
versus loyalty to a legacy provider, 
and the process employed by the 
new public agency to enroll new 
customers.

The rollout that Sonoma Clean 
Power began Dec. 1 seeks to capture 
up to 148,000 new accounts, an 
expansion that would grow the 
public venture’s existing customer 

Seven months ago, when Sono-
ma Clean Power launched 
service to a select group 

of  businesses and homes across 
Sonoma County, officials represent-
ing the public agency outlined a 

modest plan that would stage the 
rollout to additional customers 
over two years. Officials said the 
plan would ensure the venture 
did not grow too fast and that it 
remained competitive with PG&E, 
the investor-owned utility the 
agency seeks to dislodge from its 
dominant role in the local power 
supply business.

A legislative threat earlier this 
year scrambled that timeline and 

prompted the agency to greatly 
accelerate its expansion in a bid to 
head off what ultimately became an 
unsuccessful maneuver to change 

Catherine Gobbi, above, looks over a 
mailer for Sonoma Clean Power sent to 
county residents. The Santa Rosa woman 
chose to opt out and stay with PG&E. 

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

SONOMA CLEAN POWER

Customers 
weigh factors in 
provider choice

Rapid expansion 
period is major 
test for agency
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Providing relief for disabled Afghans

KABUL, Afghanistan — “I have to 
tell you a story,” said Alberto Cairo, 
the irrepressible Italian administra-
tor who runs seven orthopedic centers 
in Afghanistan for the International 
Committee of  the Red Cross.

Cairo sat down to talk, but he is nev-
er still for long. In front of  him on the 
low table in his unpretentious office 
was a vase full of  fresh chrysanthe-
mums. In the course of  his brief  sto-
ry a lot of  other things would happen 
in his office, but for a short while, he 
gazed at the flowers.

“Earlier this year my brother died,” 
he said. “Not really my brother but 
my friend, like a brother to me. I was 
so sad, I was two months in Italy.”

One of  his senior staff members 
came in, an Afghan man. He faced an 
internal review by the International 
Committee of  the Red Cross, known 

as ICRC, after Afghan women on the 
staff complained that he had made in-
appropriate comments. The man told 
Cairo that he wanted the women to 
withdraw the complaint. Cairo sug-
gested that he apologize to them; he 
said he had nothing to apologize for.

“Do what you feel you have to,” Cai-
ro said, a little annoyed.

The staff member is disabled, like 
more than 90 percent of  the 280 work-
ers at the Kabul Orthopedic Center. 
(Originally called the Hospital for War 
Surgery, the center now treats civil-
ians, too.) For the past 27 years, the 

BRYAN DENTON / New York Times

Under the stewardship of Alberto Cairo, the Kabul 
Orthopedic Center provides not only medical aid 
for disabled Afghans, but also social reintegration.

By ROD NORDLAND
NEW YORK TIMES
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Red Cross administrator has  
dedicated 25 years to rebuilding 
lives through orthopedic centers
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People walk past the Phi Kappa 
Psi fraternity house on the 
University of Virginia campus.

Rolling 
Stone casts 
doubt on its 
rape story

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. — Rolling 
Stone cast doubt Friday on its story of  a 
young woman who said she was gang-
raped at a fraternity party at the Universi-
ty of  Virginia, saying it has since learned 
of  “discrepancies” in her account.

“Our trust in her was misplaced,” the 
magazine’s editor, Will Dana, wrote in a 
signed apology.

The backpedaling dispirited advocates 
for rape victims who said they are con-
cerned it could lead to a setback in efforts 
to combat sexual assaults both at U.Va. 
and college campuses elsewhere.

The lengthy article published last 
month focused on a woman it identified 
only as “Jackie,” using her case as an ex-
ample of  what it called a culture of  sexual 
violence hiding in plain sight at U.Va.

Rolling Stone said that because Jackie’s 
story was sensitive, the magazine honored 
her request not to contact the men who 
she claimed organized and participated in 
the attack. That prompted criticism from 
other news organizations.

“We were trying to be sensitive to the 
unfair shame and humiliation many 
women feel after a sexual assault and now 
regret the decision to not contact the al-
leged assaulters to get their account,” the 
magazine’s statement said. “We are tak-
ing this seriously and apologize to anyone 
who was affected by the story.”

The statement Rolling Stone posted on its 
website said discrepancies in the woman’s 
account became apparent “in the face of  
new information,” but provided no details 
about what facts might be in question.

That wasn’t enough for some.
“It is deeply troubling that Rolling Stone 

magazine is now publicly walking away 
from its central storyline in its bombshell 
report on the University of  Virginia with-
out correcting what errors its editors be-
lieve were made,” Virginia Attorney Gen-
eral Mark Herring said in a statement.

The original story noted that a danger-
ous mix of  alcohol, date-rape drugs and 
forced sex at fraternity parties is by no 
means unique to any one U.S. university. In 
fact, U.Va. is one of  90 schools facing Title 
IX sexual-violence investigations from the 
Education Department.
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Magazine says it didn’t try to contact 
alleged U.Va. attackers, later learned 

of ‘discrepancies’ in woman’s account


