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THE FUTURE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A more local report starts Wednesday
TO OUR READERS:

After months of  consideration and dis-
cussions with readers about possible 
changes to The Press Democrat, the 

new format will debut in your newspaper 
on Wednesday.

Many of  you took the time to participate 
in reader panels or give us details about 
your news preferences in a survey that 
brought in an astonishing 1,600 responses. 
You told us that the newspaper is a part 
of  your daily ritual, a trusted information 
source and, above all, valued for its range 
and quality of  local news.

To reflect that, we are reconfiguring the 

newspaper to put local news first — liter-
ally. It will be played with prominence on 
the front page and then continue in the first 
section of  the newspaper, where you will 
also find state news. The second section 
will be dedicated to national and world 
news, because you told us that while you 
can get this news from other sources you do 
not want us to become a provincial newspa-
per that overlooks the larger global context. 
When important national and international 
news breaks, it will be reflected on the front 
page. The second section will showcase 
the rest of  that news from the wider world, 
with a focus on analysis and perspective 

pieces that add dimension to the headlines. 
In the second section, there will be a consis-
tent home for the features, advice columns 
and puzzles that now float throughout the 
paper — something else you told us you 
wanted. Finally, you made it clear that you 
valued favorite national columnists for pro-
viding points of  view that transform mere 
news into a deeper understanding and so 
they will continue on our opinion pages.

As we position the newspaper for the 
future, we have made choices about the 
most important topics to cover and used 
your feedback to guide those decisions. We 

TURN TO LOCAL, PAGE A11

After long lull, county 
homebuilding on rise

UNDER CONSTRUCTION — OR COMING SOON
County builders are moving ahead on 
at least 20 housing projects, including:
In Santa Rosa and Roseland:
Village Station, 110-unit multifamily 
subdivision, near Sebastopol Road
Paseo Vista, 122 single-family units 
and 15 triplexes, on Dutton Avenue
Aria Place, 55-unit single-family 
project, on San Miguel Avenue
Skyhawk 9 and 10, 35-unit single- 
family project, near Sunhawk Drive
Rincon Place, 32 single-family units, 
near Mission Boulevard and Hwy. 12

In Rohnert Park: 
University District, 400 units for the 
first phase 
Southeast Specific Plan Area,  
100 units for phase one
Reserve at Dowdell, 84-unit multi-
family project on Dowdell Avenue
In Windsor: 
Victoria Oaks, 84 single-family units 
and six duplexes on Hembree Lane
In Petaluma: 
The Artisan, a 144-unit apartment 
complex on Maria Drive

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

BOOST FOR WORKERS: Carlos Tapia hammers siding onto a home at Aria Place, a 55-unit project in northwest Santa Rosa. Increased housing construction in 
Sonoma County “is going to create a lot of jobs,” according to Keith Woods, chief executive officer at the North Coast Builders Exchange.

The state’s 4-year-old drought may still be with us, but 
an even-longer dry spell for Sonoma County home-
builders appears to be ending.

Sonoma County builders this fall are moving forward with 
more than 20 projects from Petaluma to Windsor. Together 
they add up to more than 1,400 units, by far the most new 
homes on the horizon in years.

“The market’s changed,” said Mark Setterland, chief  build-
ing official for the city of  Santa Rosa. The increased activity 
is welcome, he said, because “we are so challenged in this 
area for housing.”

Despite the increased activity, no one is predicting a return 
to the levels of  construction seen before the housing crisis, 
when for two decades local builders erected an average of  
2,500 apartments, condos and homes a year. Nonetheless, 
after seven years of  lackluster results, many in the indus-
try are welcoming what they consider a significant boost in 
building.

“The turnaround in housing that we’ve all been waiting 
for is finally here,” said Keith Woods, chief  executive officer 
at the North Coast Builders Exchange, a Santa Rosa trade 
group.

The Builders Exchange is getting calls each week from 
contractors seeking workers. The boost in building, Woods 
said, “is going to create a lot of  jobs.”

The increased activity came about mostly because home 
prices have returned to levels where builders can construct a 
house and make a profit, those in the industry said.

“It hasn’t made sense to build until recently,” said Randy 

NEW DEVELOPMENTS

More than 20 projects underway or on horizon that will add up to 1,400 units
By ROBERT DIGITALE
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Rampage 
forces US  
to rethink 
strategy

WASHINGTON — The day 
before Thanksgiving, President 
Barack Obama reassured Amer-
icans there was “no specific and 
credible intelligence indicating 
a plot on the 
h o m e l a n d . ” 
Seven days 
later came an 
explosion of  
gunfire and the 
deadliest ter-
rorist attack in 
America since 
Sept. 11, 2001.

What may 
be most disturbing is not that 
Obama was wrong, but that 
apparently he was right. By all 
accounts so far, the government 
had no concrete intelligence 
warning of  the assault Wednes-
day that killed 14 people in San 
Bernardino.

Swift, ruthless and deadly, 
the attack appeared to reflect an 
evolution of  the terrorist threat 
that Obama and federal officials 
have long dreaded: homegrown, 
self-radicalized individuals op-
erating undetected before strik-
ing one of  many soft targets that 
can never be fully protected in 
a country as sprawling as the 
United States.

“We have moved to an en-

San Bernardino shows 
anti-terror measures don’t 

prevent “homegrown” plots

By PETER BAKER 
and ERIC SCHMITT
NEW YORK TIMES
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Retail pioneer 
Williams 

dies at 100

Chuck Williams, who founded 
Williams-Sonoma 60 years ago 
in Sonoma and helped launch a 
food revolution by putting qual-
ity French saucepans, paring 
knives and fine oils in the hands 
of  American cooks, has died.

Williams died of  natural caus-
es Saturday, a company repre-
sentative said. He was 100.

Charles E. Williams was in-
spired to transform a hardware 
store on Broadway near the 
Sonoma Plaza into a shop for 
European kitchen tools after a 
trip to France in 1953. It was a 
time when canned soups and 
packaged meals dominated 
American home cooking, but 
Williams was part of  a nascent 
movement of  food enthusiasts 
who were experimenting with 
French recipes. 

Williams’ vision for the busi-
ness he opened in 1956, named 
Williams-Sonoma because he 
felt it sounded high-end, came 
five years before the debut of  Ju-
lia Child’s landmark cookbook, 
“Mastering the Art of  French 

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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The Press Democrat, 2006

Chuck Williams founded 
Williams-Sonoma in 1956.

MOVE-IN 
READY:  
A model home 
at Paseo Vista 
in Santa Rosa 
is shown in 
October. The 
project includes 
122 single- 
family units  
and 15 triplexes.

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat
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