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Video of the confrontation 
between Walter Scott and 
Police Officer Michael 
Thomas Slager

Mistrial 
declared 
in police 
shooting

CHARLESTON, South Car-
olina — The trial of  Michael 
Slager, the North Charleston 
police officer whose videotaped 
killing of  an unarmed black 
man staggered the nation as it 
was embroiled in debate about 
police misconduct and racial bi-
ases in law enforcement, ended 
in a mistrial Monday.

Judge Clifton Newman’s de-
cision to halt the proceedings 
came three days after jurors sig-
naled that they were within one 
vote of  returning a guilty verdict 
against Slager, who could have 
been convicted of  either mur-
der or voluntary manslaughter 
for the killing of  Walter  Scott. 
But jurors also sent conflicting 
messages Friday about whether 
they could break their impasse, 
setting off a confused legal fren-
zy.

On Monday, though, the 
panel of  11 white people and a 
black man again sent word that 
it would not be able to reach 
a unanimous verdict about 
Slager’s conduct, prompting the 
mistrial ruling.

Newman thanked the jurors 

SOUTH CAROLINA  » 
Lone juror resists guilty 
verdict for officer
By ALAN BLINDER
NEW YORK TIMES
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China amplifies warning on Taiwan

BEIJING — China warned Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump on Monday 
that he was risking a confrontation 
over Taiwan, even as Trump broad-
ened the dispute with new messag-
es on Twitter challenging Beijing’s 
trade policies and military activities 
in the South China Sea.

A front-page editorial in the over-
seas edition of  People’s Daily, the 
official organ of  the Communist 
Party of  China, denounced Trump 
for speaking Friday with Taiwan’s 
president, Tsai Ing-wen, warning 
that “creating troubles for the Chi-
na-U.S. relationship is creating trou-
bles for the U.S. itself.” The rebuke 
was much tougher than the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry’s initial response 
to the phone call, which broke with 
decades of  U.S. diplomatic practice.

For his part, Trump seemed to 
take umbrage at the idea that he 
needed China’s approval to speak 

with Tsai. In two posts on Twitter, he 
wrote: “Did China ask us if  it was OK 
to devalue their currency (making it 
hard for our companies to compete), 
heavily tax our products going into 
their country (the U.S. doesn’t tax 
them) or to build a massive military 
complex in the middle of  the South 
China Sea? I don’t think so!”

China often uses the overseas 
edition of  People’s Daily to test-run 
major policy pronouncements. In a 
pointed rejoinder to Trump, the ed-
itorial said that pushing China on 
Taiwan “would greatly reduce the 
chance to achieve the goal of  making 

America great again.”
By going after China’s policies on 

trade and security, Trump appeared 
to be confirming his intent to take a 
tougher line with the Chinese leader-
ship across a broader range of  issues 
— and further dampened hopes in 
Beijing that he might step back from 
the campaign rhetoric he has used, 
including threats of  punishing trade 
tariffs.

That could put President Xi Jin-
ping in a difficult position, forced 
to choose between playing down 

TENSIONS RISE » Trump 
issues new challenge on 
trade, military policies
By JANE PERLEZ
NEW YORK TIMES
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Friends of  former Santa Rosa resident 
Barrett Clark held a wake Sunday for the 
well-known Bay Area sound engineer pre-
sumed to have died with dozens of  others 
in Friday night’s Oakland warehouse fire.

Clark, 35, initially was named on a Face-
book list of  possible missing people from 
the fire but has not been officially identi-
fied by Oakland police as a victim.

Friends said Clark had been working 
that night, mixing sound for an electronic 

By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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EX-SR MAN FEARED DEAD » 
Barrett Clark, sound engineer

PARKER T. GIBBS

Former Santa Rosa resident Barrett Clark is 
thought to have perished in the fire that tore 
through a party at an Oakland warehouse on 
Friday.

JIM WILSON / NEW YORK TIMES

Rashedah Muhammad stops to write a tribute at a makeshift memorial for victims of the fire at “Ghost Ship”, a warehouse in Oakland. The infer-
no killed at least 36 people and is regarded as one of the worst structure fires in the United States in over a decade. 

Young lives cut short

OAKLAND — Terry Ewing was among 
the anxious family and friends who re-
ceived confirmation Monday of  what he 
already knew in his heart: His girlfriend 
was among the three dozen killed in the 
Oakland warehouse fire.

Authorities confirmed the death of  Ara 
Jo as the death toll rose to 36. Prosecutors 
also said Monday that murder charges 

By PAUL ELIAS  
AND JANIE HAR
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OAKLAND WAREHOUSE FIRE » PROBE CONTINUES

Sheriff says all bodies may have 
been found; death toll at 36

Thousands jockey for ‘Hamilton’ tickets

Tens of  thousands of  people from all 
over the Bay Area — and as far away 
as the Central Valley — went online 
Monday morning in the hopes of  scor-
ing tickets to the San Francisco run of  
“Hamilton,” the smash hit Broadway 
musical that will run from March-Au-

gust at the 2,200-seat SHN Orpheum 
Theatre.

But many fans who had queued up 
to take part in the American Express 
cardholder presale — one week before 
tickets are made available to the gen-
eral public — were left disappointed 
when the sale appeared to shut down 
about 2 p.m.

Andi Wang, director of  communi-
cations for SHN, said 90,000 people — 
about 10 percent of  San Francisco’s 
population — logged onto the website 
Monday trying to get tickets ranging in 

price from $197 to $524. 
This year, “Hamilton” got a record  

16 Tony nominations, winning 11, in-
cluding Best Musical. It also won a 
Grammy for Best Musical Theater Al-
bum and the Pulitzer Prize for Drama 
— all of  which contributed to the feed-
ing frenzy that was Monday morning’s 
ticket sale.

Minutes after the online sale closed, 
ticket resale websites started advertis-
ing “Hamilton” tickets for well over 

SARA KRULWICH / NEW YORK TIMES, 2015

Javier Munoz, center, stars as Alexander Hamilton 
in the musical ‘’Hamilton’’ at the Richard Rodgers 
Theater in New York. 
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Many report technical  
difficulties with website


