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“To us, his was the brightest of a thousand points of light.”

Nation bids farewell
to George H.W. Bush
GEORGE W. BUSH, former president, on his father, former President George H. W. Bush

County
drafts
plan for
outages
Agencies to coordinate
when PG&E shuts off
power to prevent fires
By HANNAH BEAUSANG
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Sonoma County has developed a comprehensive plan to
coordinate local resources when
PG&E cuts power during highrisk fire weather, a document officials say is the first of its kind
in the state.
In an attempt to prevent wildfires, PG&E announced this
year it would for the first time
proactively shut off electricity
when high winds, low humidity
and warm temperatures create
conditions conducive to fires.
State investigators blame
PG&E’s electrical equipment for
sparking 17 major fires last year.
Intentional power outages,
however, create the potential for
public and health safety issues
in Sonoma County, officials said.
“Ironically, by trying to prevent one disaster, it creates
a smaller disaster,” Sonoma
County Supervisor Lynda Hopkins said Tuesday.
Among other concerns, power
cuts could limit the ability
of agencies to issue alerts to
residents using internet or
wireless data, interrupt traffic
signals, water pumps and
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SOMBER PROCESSION: Former President George W. Bush and former first lady Laura Bush, left, follow the casket of former President George H.W. Bush as it is carried
out following a state funeral Wednesday at the National Cathedral in Washington.

41st president remembered in funeral marked by pomp and pageantry
By PETER BAKER
NEW YORK TIMES

W

ASHINGTON — The nation bade farewell on Wednesday to George Herbert
Walker Bush, the patriarch of one of the
most consequential political dynasties of modern
times and the president who presided over the
end of the Cold War and the beginning of a new
era of American dominance in the world.
As bells tolled and choirs sang and an honor guard accompanied the coffin, the nation’s
41st president was remembered as a “kinder and
gentler” leader at a tumultuous moment and
whose fortitude steered the country through
storms at home and abroad and whose essential
decency set a standard for others to meet.
“When the history books are written,” his son,
former President George W. Bush, said in a eulogy at Washington National Cathedral, “they will
say that George H.W. Bush was a great president
of the United States, a diplomat of unmatched
skill, a commander in chief of formidable accomplishment and a gentleman who executed the
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Greenhouse gas emissions
worldwide are growing at an
accelerating pace this year, researchers said Wednesday, putting the world on track to face
some of the most severe consequences of global warming
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Worldwide, carbon emissions
are expected to increase by
2.7 percent in 2018, according
to the new research, which was
published by the Global Carbon
Project, a group of 100 scientists
from more than 50 academic and
research institutions and one of

A local real estate developer
has scooped up a former freight
railyard next to Sonoma-Marin
Area Rail Transit’s Railroad
Square station with plans to
build hundreds of apartments
in downtown Santa Rosa.
Cornerstone
Properties
closed on the land deal last week
with the transit agency, SMART
officials announced Wednesday.
The Petaluma-based commercial developer paid $6 million
for the vacant tract zoned for
housing and retail space, after
completing a final review of the
5.31-acre property last month.
“We are excited that we have
sold this property to a company
that we believe will build some
much-needed housing for Santa Rosa,” SMART Board Chairwoman Deb Fudge said. “It’s
primed and ready for housing.
They know the process and
what it takes to get development
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GATHERING OF PRESIDENTS: From left, President Donald Trump, first lady Melania Trump, former
President Barack Obama, former first lady Michelle Obama, former President Bill Clinton, former
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, and former President Jimmy Carter listen during Wednesday’s service.
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sooner than expected.
Scientists described the quickening rate of carbon dioxide
emissions in stark terms, comparing it to a “speeding freight
train” and laying part of the
blame on an unexpected surge
in the appetite for oil as people
around the world not only buy
more cars but also drive them
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Developer
buys land
by SMART
station
By KEVIN FIXLER

Greenhouse gas emissions skyrocket in 2018
By KENDRA PIERRE-LOUIS
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farther than in the past — more
than offsetting any gains from
the spread of electric vehicles.
“We’ve seen oil use go up five
years in a row,” said Rob Jackson, a professor of Earth system
science at Stanford University and an author of one of two
studies published Wednesday.
“That’s really surprising.”
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